Osthofen:
The Terrain of Denial

Hartmut M. Hanauske-Abel, M.D*

will speak here about events that occurxed in the

Rheinhesse region of Germany. localed west of
t8 Frankfurt and the river Rhine. These cvents,
whether ignored or acknowledged, determine per-
ceptions of reality for all who live here. These evenls
struchne minds and shape identities. Tlard-wetking
people—Protestants and Catholics, and very few
Jews nowadays—inhabit this rural regien which s
renowned for ils outstanding wine and excellent
bread {Tig 1).

This landscape, and especially the region around
the cty of Worms, is the atena of the “Nibelungen-
lied” [1], the national epic of modern Germany,
ariginating around the year 1200 and first published
in 17537 Its central figure, King Siegfried, heroically
defends the Royal Court of King Gunther In ¥Worms
and marries Gunther’s sister, only to be betraved
and assassinated. His widow avenges Slegfried with
utmeost brutality, Using Stegfried’s own sword, she
beheads the murdercy bofore she is also killed. The
final battle is fought until the death of King Guanther
and the last of his followers. -a genocidal ending.

Worms and Mainz, the othor major city of the
Rheinhesse region, and Speyer, just south of Worms,
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were for centuries a center of Tudaism in noalhern
and eastern Lurope Tewish tradition accorded one
name to these three oties: Schume In Woems, (he
tirst mention of the Jewish community was recorded
around Y60 The synagogue was bullt in 1034, at
the same fime and by the same workers who built
the cathedral, with stones from the same quatry

FIGURE 1. The Konigstuhl area of Bheinhesse, the region
between the cilies of Maing and Worms in Germany
Photograph: H Eretschmer and 4 Hanauske-Abel



[2] In 1074, Emperar Heinvich IV granted virtual
aulenomy {o the Jewish community, enabling it to
seitle all disputes in conformity with Jewish law.
lews were allowed to own buildings and real estate,
to work as farmers and to employ Christians [2].
They dressed the same as gentiles. The Schu"m
rabbis, like Isaac ben Eliazar ha-Levi of Worms or
Gershom of Mainz, were respected throughout Eu-
tope for their scholarship Their ovdinances were
accepted as authoritative and shaped Judaism. Rabbi
Sholom ben Isaac, Rashi, vme of the greatest of all
Jewish commentators on the Bible and the Talmud
[3], was educated in Worms and Maine.

ey 10946, troops for the First Crusade assembled at
the banks of the Rhine and ravaged the Schu”m
cities, murdering the |ews "whose ancestors killed
Him and crucified Him groundlesslv. Let us take
vengeance first upon them, Let us wipe them oul

“{4]. The Schu”m communrities survived. The
two volumes of the Worms Machsor, a collection of
prayers for the High Holidays handwritten and il-
lustrated in 1272, contain the first sentences written
in the Yiddish language

A fresco in the synagogue of Moehilev in the
Ukraine (Fig 2} attests to the pivotal influence of the
Kahal Kadosch Warmaisa, the Holy Commune of
Worms. The city depicted like Jerusalem, on a steep
hillside with multiple towers and with the Tree af
Life, is in fact Worms, as symbolized by the worm.
The Hebrew letters to the right of the towers spell
"Wirms ”

Worms enjoys repute not only in Jewish history,

FIGURE 2. A froscn in thr‘ svnagogue al Mohileyv in the
Lkraine depicting the ciry of Warms like the cily ol

lerusalen Picture courtesy of Fofo Stadiarchiv Warms,
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but also figures prominently in the annals of Chris-
tanity. In 1S, Leo IX was elected Pope here, rather
thant in Bome [t was here, too, that Martin Luther
was summoned in 1521 to face papal and imperial
authorities, after having disturbed the unity of the
Christian faith with his explosive critique of the only
true church At the Diet of Worms, he publicly
defended his teachings not on theological grounds
alone, but made his personal conscience the final
argument. When ordered to recant, Luther refused:
"I am a prisoner in cmsaence o the Word of God,
and so | cannot retvact and [ will not retract. To not
act in accord with one's conscence is neither safe
nor right God help me Amen” [3] A conlemporary
print (Fig 3} shows Luther aller the Dict, leaving the
town dicssed as a knight Within a few days, the
Edicl of Worms was passed, cutlawing him and his
tollowers. On the tight side, close to the towers, you
can read "Worms ”

About 100 years earlier in Maine, the other city
of the Rheinhesse region, Gartenberg used movalle
metal type to produce the first printed Bible The

FIGLIRE 3 A Lurliernpumr}, pr[nT -I'|:m.|n-1 Martin Luther
leaing Worms in 1521, jusl belore ht—ldnd his forlonevers
worn ouflawed AL tho Liel in Woarms, he had publicly
dofended his teachimgs in frant ol papal and imperial
authorites, maintaining that his conscience did not allow
hirm 1o recurd Source unknean.
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First leathets in German that celebrated the viclory

of the ideals of Liberty, Fraternity, and Hquality woe
also printed here. In eardy 1723, In the wake of [he
American and the French Revolubons, the citizens
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of Mainz established the first democralically gov-
ermed community in a German-speaking land. The
colurs of the American and the Trench Revolubion,
red, blue, and white, became the colors of the nas-
cent Mainz Republic. The Republic’s symbol of po-
litical self-determination was the Tree of Libeity (Fig
4), a pole topped by the red hat of gallev-slaves and
carrying the words “Cette terre est libre” (this land
is free) Between Mainz and Worms, dozens of Trees
of Liberty were erected. some even in the smallest
hamlets. One of the political leaflets authorized by
the fledgling Mainz Republic also depicts a female
figure, almost identical to the Statue of Liberty,
holding up the red hat of the galley slaves in triumph
aver the forces of oppression and inhurmanity

In mid-1793, to put an end to the Mainz Republic
and Lo wipe out the spirit of democracy from the
German speaking countries, the Prossian army be-
sieged and conguered Mainz, A copper engraving
(Fig 3} depicts the shelling ol the city by Prussian
artillery {iring across the Rhine, Mainz could have
heen the birthplace of democtacy in Germany.

In 1984, in remembrance of the loss of democracy
and the horrors of the Prussian viclory, the mayot
of Mainz decided that a Tree of Liberty should be
erected in front of the city hall. The assembled crowd
laoked up at that red hat on top of the pole and at
the red, blue, and white ribbons flving in the breere,
and some of the people had tears in their eves.

FIGURE 5. Prussian troops besicging and conquering the cfy of Mainz, the first German-spesking democratic
community Source unknown
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In the 1930s, local events in the Rheinhesse region
again heralded developments in the sociefy al large
On November 1), 1938, the 900-vear old Worms
synagogue was twice set on fire. During the night,
Rabbi I Frank had succeeded in putting out the
first fire, =0 the “Schutestatfeln” and the “Sturm-
abteilungen” (the 55 and the SA) returned. At fen
o'clock in the morning, amid crowds of onlookers,
they forced their way into the svnagogue, ravaged
Lhe house of God, and set it on fire once again. The
[remen, when they tinally arrived, took care not to
fight the fite, and divected their jets of water away
from the buining synagoguoe te cool the roofs of
adfacent houses {Fig f}

FIGURE 6. “kristallnacht”, the 900-vear-ald synagogue ol
Waorms abdaze Tiremen protect “Andan® houses. Citizens
andd police watch Couresy of Foto Stadtarchie Worms

The perpetratins of this vielence referred to the
“Mibelungenbied” as the highest expression of Ger-
manic virtues, such as imperturbable obedience,
even to the point of self-sacrifice, and disdain of
death. These were the people who claimed that
“non-Arvan” individuals, foreign to the "Aryan” con-
stitution of the German people, had mvaded its
collective body and as “Krankheitserreger” {mi-
crobes) infected its organs {Fig 7). Accordingly, they
had to be dealt with like living pathogenic agents:
isolation and disinfection weze the therapeutic im
peratives to restore the collective health of the Ger
man pecple. In the imagery of healing the nation by
the therapy of mass murder, medical terminology
served to describe the freatment: “they have been
disinfected” came to mean “they have been gassed.”

I early 1933, the police accused Ludwig Ebert, a
wealthy Jewish merchant living in Wotms, of con-
stituting a danger to the public and of “financially
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FIGURE 7. “Krankhcitseneger® [micrabial pathogens)
Picture hom page 1 of Der Steemien, April 15, 1943

supporting, poor people and thus buving respect”
[7] His factory located in Osthofen, a fow kilometers
north of Worms, was made an institution for isola-
tiom and disinfection, He was sent there at once.
Ludwig Ebert’s paper factory in Osthofen had
comvenient railway access It was located next to the
tracks conmedting the pepulation centers of Wies-
baden/Mains with Heidelberg/Ludwigshalen The
plant was built [ike o bastion, complete with batlle-
ments, cocircled by a high wall, and with only one
majo gate (Fig #). he main building that faces

FIGURE 8. Entranc e to Kenzenbralioeslager Osthafon as
it looked in early (957, hole thal the inscription over the
building reads “Hildebzand und  Buhrer, sobeltalblk

Csthoien ® Pholograph; 11 Hanauske-Abel and B
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Osthofen proper now catries, in large black letters
on a white background, the inscription “Hildebrand
und Buhner, Mdabelfabrk Osthofen.” Ib carvied a
different inscription during the spring of 1933, in
that same space, in equally large letters, clearly
visible from the many fains that passed: “Konzen-
trationslager Osthofen” {concentralion camp Ost-
hoten) (Fig 9).

On March 1, 1933, less than four weeks after
Hitler was made chancellor by Reich President Hin-
denburg, the Konzentrationslager Osthofen was op-
erating as a legal institution, organized and super-
vised by Dr. Wemer Best, a lawyer who was the
head of police in the state of Hesse and a senior
officer in the S5, P, Best issued a series of decrees
to regutate functions and precedures, determining,
for instance, that an 55 officer was in charge of the
Komzentrationslager; that only hand-picked potice-
men were elizible for duty; that armed *Sonderkom-

FIGURE 9. Fritrance to Konzontiationslager Osthofon as
it looked in 1943 The inscription over the building reads
“Kranzonationslager—Osthofen Courlesy of H. Lei-
wig, Mainz 1933-1348 Mainz: Verlag T H Krach,

mandos,” recruited exclusively from members of the
9S8, SA, or the National Socialist Party, had to be
organized for special operations, e g, taking ccitain
individuals into “protective custody ™ and that such
“prisoners” had to pay for their transport to Osthofen
and for their meals in the Konzentiationslager

The local and regiomal press reported extensively
on the Konzentrationslager Osthofen. The newspa
per Landskrone, in several lengthy articles during the
spring and summer of 1933, stated that, for the sake
of national security and in the interest ot all true

Crlhaden: The Tesrain of Denial

Cormans, apptoximately 200 “politically irresponsi-
ble persoms” and others who had not accommodated
thomselves to the new order were taken to Konzen-
trationslager Osthofen as a preventive measure The
news articles praised the treatment and the provi-
sions enjeved by the prisoners The medical care
was deemed excellent, and no prisoner was admitled
without detailed physical examination by a physi-
clan.

Mewspapers kept readers well informed of depon
tations and diligently provided the names and
professions of those sent to Kenzentrationslager Ost
hofen, [ndeed, during the fitst yvear of the concen-
tration camp's existence, from March 1933 to March
1934, no fewer than 56 such reports appeared in the
Landskrone alone Oflen featured under bold head-
lines, these accounts were prominently positioned
and some were as long as an entire column. News-
papers often singled oul the “Somderkommandaes”
fot special praise, publishing their pictures, giving
thelt hames, and describing in respectiul tone their
professional performance and sclf-sacrifice in the
struggle {o contain the “deadly infectim” of the
collective body of the German nalion

lhe first commandant of Osthofen, Karl de An-
gelo, latet continued his career at Dachau. Dr Wer-
ner Best became Reinhard Hevdrich's chief of staff
and masterminded the formation of the Gestapo
[ Best supervised deportations from France and
Denmark and was responsible for the murder of
maore than 11,000 Poles and Jews [7]

The “Tanzplatz” {dancing ground) (Fig 10} was
the site af the roli-calls each morning and each

FIGLIRE 11

[he “Tanzplats” of Konzentrationslager
Oisthofen as i looked in early 1987 Photogiaph: H.
Hanauske-Abel and B Schroeder-Bark.
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evening, and the place of severe punishment in full
view of all inmates. The infliction of pain was part
of the daily rouline The destruction of mental and
physical integrity became the explicit aim of those
inauthaority, and guards were encouraged to develop
brutality. The inmates were not allowed to use soap
tor personal hygiene and had to sleep on soiled
straw. Their diet consisted of watery batley broth,
some bread, and a few potatoes. Strenuous physical
work was required and was enforced under the most
humiliating conditiens. “Vernichtung durch Arbeit”
(extermination by labor) emerged here. As early as
April 1933, the newspapers were denving rumors
that officials were committing atrocities in Konzen-
tratinnslager Osthoten,

One of the most acclaimed German novels of the
petiod centers around the Tanzplate: Anna Seghers’
Daz siebte Krewz (The Seventh Cross) Written in exile
and first published in New Yorkin 1942, it describes
the escape of seven men from this Konzentrations-
lager and depicts their desperate dash through the
Rheinhesse region, naming the cities of Worms and
Mainz and the towns of Oppenheim, Nierstein, and
Kastel, The commandant of the Konzentrationslager,
during a rell-call on the “dancing ground,” promises
to hang the escapees, one by one, from seven trees
that stand in front of the Tanzplatz Within a few
days, six are caught, one of them alicady dead. The
nther five are hanged or beaten to death. The sev-
enth, however, manages repealedly lo clude the
pulice, the Coestapo, and the 55 under dramalic
circumstances He escapes as a result of the orga-
nired assistance from the Cerman resistance move-
rment. For weeks, roll call after roll call, the seventh
frec iomains emply, mule lestimony to the failute of
the new order. For the inmates, this tree comes to
symbelize liberly, successful resistance, and there-
fore hope. The commandant eventually orders the
prisoners to cut down that tree and hew it into
matchwood Anna Seghers has him state: “The Na-
tional Socialist state prosecutes without mercy those
who viclate the interest of the German people. Our
state protects what is worth protection, punishes
what is worth punishment, exterminates what is
waorth extermination. The German nation is healthy,
it rids itself of the sick, it kills the mentally ill” [8] 1
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The physicians working at Konzentratonslager
Oslhofen wete amoeng the first doctors to become
accomplices in this national effort to get rid ot “living
pathogens endangering the collechive body of the
German nation.” Doouments show that whatever
the physical condition of a prisones, whether ema-
clafed or tortured, the “Lagerarzt” (the aTt[‘nr]ing
physician) alwavs declared the prisoner in excellent
health The physical examination upon admission
never produced findings requiring hospitalization,
and cveryvone released [1om Konzentrationslager
Chsthofen was certified as able to work immediately.
The physician was no longer ihe advecale of the
patients, but had tiened inte a willing servant of the
public and the state. The transition was almost im-
petceptible, After all, the physician still did the job
that had to be done, and there was no other obli-
gatien than doing the job well This job was all
routine, a question of performance, noet a challenge
tir moral responsibility or one’s comscence.

Figure 11 is an excerpt from the only map of
present-day  Osthofen  available to  the public
Widely distributed, it 38 used by the emergency
medicine service, the fire department, and the re
gional tourist industry It is, however, more than
just a sheet map of Osthofen. Its printing was spon-
sored by the local business community and its dis-
tiibufion promoted by the city administratiocn The
map bears the itle: “784-1%84: 1200 fahre Osthofen,
Sadt Osthoten, Weinmetiopele des Wonnegaues”
{the City of Osthofen, 120 yvears uld, the center of
vindcubtute in Delight County)

The map penerates the impression of a sedate
little tonwn amid relling vineyards. 1t charts historic
sites, such as old churches, IF identfies schools and
the kindergarten, the waterworks and the stadium,
the railway statiom, cty ball, and the emergency
medical center The street names amount o an
encyclopedia of the Germanic contribution to west-
e civilization: Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schu-
mann, Bach, Liszt, Schiller, Goethe, Halderlin,
Bachner, Heine, Mann Two of the streets are named
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FIGURE 11. Part of the only map of present-day Osthofen, sponsored by the local business communtty and promoted
by the city's administration. The area around the Konzentrationslager Osthofen is shown, Ifs cxistence is not indicated

on the map

in honor of writers Stefan Zweig and Kurt Tuchaol-
sky, both of whom weve Jewish These two men
cscaped the Holocaust and despairing of Germany,
committed suicide in exile. Other strects carty the
names of politiclans who abhorred |he excessive
nationalism and worked for a demwocralic German
state: Walter Rathenau, Matthias Frzberger, Karl
Liebknecht. Fhey all weore assassinated by right-
wing activists. Osthofen has even named a square
in honor of Frmst Thalmann, secretary-general of
the German Communist Party in the eardy 193)s
and an ardent Stalinist.

No other German community of comparable sirxe
invokes the names of so many “good Germans” for
the sake ot orientation in space and time No other
ity in the western part of Germany duing the
decades of pervasive anti- Communism had the au-

Cralbclon: The Terram oi Darvial

dacity and stcadfastness to make and uphold a
public gesture of respect to Thalmann

The map displays many details, but it does not
identify the location of the former Konzentrations-
lager On this map, the site is nowhere to be found
It does not exist. By paving homage to the best in
he CGerman past, the reality of the lacal histery is
conjured away. Denial becomes an integral part of
remembrance.

One of the major streets is named in honor of D
Ka:l Mietendorff  Signs state that he was a leading
democtat in the parliament of Hesse and a member
of the Reichstag during the Weimar Republic, who
later suffered prosecution by the litler administia-
tion. No mention is made of the fact that because of
his political convictions he was imprisoned and al-
mast beaten to death in the Konzentzationslager

Hanaus=<e -Ahsl 133



Orsthofen, just a few hundred meters away from the
street that bears his name,

The buildings of the Konzentralionslager Ost-
hofen are located on Zlegelhuttenweg, just east of
the railroad {Fig 11). Standing in the hilly vinevards
m-'vrlm:nking Ziegelhuttenweg, one has a unique
view of the Konzentrabonslager (Fig 12). The com
plex is located between the high-speed railroad for
ultranmtedern trains and blocks of shiny new apart-
ment buildings erccted ditectly bevond its walls,
From their living room windows, the occupants of
these aparhments, mostly young couples, have a
unique vicw of the Tanzplaiz

For twa vears | worked as an emergency physician
in Ostholen and made housecalls in these buildings.
Somelimes 1 cauliously brought up the subject of
{heir view. These people did not express discomfort
with their surroundings They live here, raise their
children, and enjoy peaceful Sunday barbecues on
their balconies that overlook the Tansplate—ijust a
factory backyvard that does not seem to fit into this
nice neighborhood.
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FIGURE 12, The buildings of Konzentrationslager Ost-
hoden today, located belween the high-speed tram tracks
and a hlock of new apartment buildings, on Ziepelhut
tenweg east of Sehwerd-Srasse Photograph: 1 Kelsch-
mer and H Hanauske-Abe

Dhue to an obscure transaction, the Konzentrations
lager became private property. The former prisoner
quatters, for many years turned into a furniture
factory, currently are used to store bottled wine, and
another building provides cheap housing., Those
who live in these apartments, in rooms that formerly
were the 55 quarters, park their cars right al the
entrance to the Tanzplatz (Fig 13)

Tremembretr & rainy, stormy night when I made an
emergency cail to an apartmenl in this building 1,
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too, parked my car 1ight at the enirance to the
Tanzplatz and went upstairs, separated and pro-
tected from the 55 by nothing else but time. T felt
dragged into the collective effort to ignore the his-
tory of the floor I walked, and was perplexed by my
lack of outrage. I somehow took comiort from the
thought that forgetfulness is the virtue that allows
life to continue [ tried to convince myself that one
cannot ive and work in Osthofen without succumb-
ing to some degree of complicity and complacency
[l's parl o being social. After all, T had been called
to do my job, [ had no other responsibilities except
doing mv job well, and seeing this patient. My job
was all routine, a question of perfurmance only,
Thev had called For a doector

FIGURE 13, A part of the Taneplate now serves as a
parking lat for those who now live i the former 55
uarters. Photogiaph: H. Kretschmes and H. Hanauske-
Alel

B ane follows Schwerd -Strasse northbound, leayv-
ing Csthofen behind, and turning lefl before cross-
ing the old railway tracks, one should, according to
the map {Fig 11}, be in the middle of vinevards. In
reality, however, one stands amid the second Jewish
graveyvard of Osthofen (Fig 14) The map identifies
the Christian graveyard in great detail; however, the
tirst and the second Jewish gravevards of Osthofen
are not on the map The world that is charted by
this map 15 “judenfrei” (freed of Jews). The “End
ldsung” (the Final Solutien) has become reality
Things that do not exist are not on maps. Not on
the map is not to be there, Not on the map, out of
mind.

[ am nol aware of any contemporary map reveal-
ing the locations of the numerous Tewish gravevards
between the Schu”m cities Maine and Weorms After
e constrieclion for the Autobahn to Mainz had

Orethofen The Terran of Denial



FIGURE 14. The [ewish cometery an Schword-Stisse, on
the norfhern oulskirts of Osthofen s cxistonoe is nol
indicated on maps of the alea Pholograph: H. Kielsch-
mer and H. | lanauske-abhel

begun, the state authorities found out, by helicopter
inspection of the planned course, that a Jewish
graveyard was in their way. The maps had not
revealed its location They asked the small Jewish
community in Mainz to move it The request was
refused,

Where does denial begin? To me, the most dis-
turbing discovery aboul the Koneentrationslager
Oisthofen came when [ read as sielfe Kreuz Anna
Segher's novel pictures the events at the Konzentia-
tionslager and the entire Rheinhesse 1egion in real-
istic detail, using and documenling the information
available beiore 1942, The novel is written as fac-
tuzlly as possible, dedicated to the “dead and living,
antifacists of Germany ” But not once docs the name
“Osthofen” appear. In Segher’s novel, the Konzen-
trationslager is located in Westhofen Westhoten
exists, a small village close to Osthofen Segher
turned Fast into West, Osthofen into Westhofen.
And so, even in one of the few documents in the
German language written during the Third Reich
explicitly to combat denial, there is the invitation to
undo reality and the offer to nutture denial Even
she did not name the place, even she did not put it

Crsthoien: Thir Terrain of Demal

on the map. s siebfe Kreuz is read in Osthofen’s
schools with relict

Just a few days prior to the liberation of Worms
and Osthofen by American tioops, Karl de Angelo,
the first commandant of Konzentrationslager Osl-
hinfen, was found drowned in the Rhine. None of
the former prison guards of Konzentrationslager
Osthofen, however, were ever indicted The cuctent
legal system acknowledges them as employees of a
German government, thus making them eligible for
state benefits and state pensions. The same legal
system does not recognize the victims of the Hutha-
nasia Program as victims of the Third Reich and
thus denies them access to appropnate compensa-
tions [10]. Dr. Werner Best, who was sentenced o
death in Copenhagen in 1948, became a respected
lawyer in the Tederal Republic and a top excoutive
with one of the Ruhr conglomerates, representative
of the postwar careess of the physicians, lawyers,
and bureaucrats who engineered the Holocaust and
the Cuthansia Program [11, 12]. Denial is as struc-
tural as grotesque: In 1987, the national assembly of
{he German Chamber of Physicians deliberated a
maotion calling for the annullment of the 1933 law
om state-enforced sterilization aud af fhe same time
gave its most respected award to Dr. W. Krelenberg,
formetly a staunch and publicly outspoken advocale
of that law who, in 1937, even earned his medical
doctorate by studying its beneticial effects {or the
“Aryan” constitution of the German people [11]. In
1945, the German Parliament, after embarrassing
maneuvers, declared “as null and veid from the
beginning” only the decisions of Hitler's supreme
coutt, but not those of the special courts—and still
could not overcome the refusal of the Minister of
Tustice to set aside any legal decisions by National
Socialist judges. “Thus, the absurd situation was
created in which the federal legislature passed a
resolution—unanimonsly—expressing  its opinion
that the existing legal situation was ‘intolerable’ and
at the same tine refused to use the only means
at its disposal -namely, new legislation—to end it.
After all attempts to make the judges of the Third
Reich accountable for their actions had utterly failed,
the victims were refused formal acknowledgment
that their treatment had been unjust” [13].

There are no surviving documents to confirm the
dreath of even one person at the Konzentrationslager
Osthefen, The owner of the Konzentrabonslager
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also maintains that in the spring of 1933 the faclity
was used only for educatiomal purpuoses, as a safe
haven for pecple who needed time to adjust to the
change in government; that Osthofen cannot be
regarded as the birthplace of Auschwits and Buch-
enwald, because nobody knows what actually hap-
pened thete either; and that all the buildings, useless
as thev are, should be torn down to make way for
urban renewal. The owner wanted to use the prop-
crty  without government-imposed  restrictions,
while a small group of young Germans and the state
conservator tried to preserve its architectural integ-
rity, arguing that the site was important for Cerman
history and identity, After a protracted legal condlict,
the Court of Appeals of the Staic of Rhineland-
Palatinate handed down a remarkable decision. The
former paper factory at Osthofen, it stated, consisted
af several buildings and therefore does not constitute
a single historical monument It is therefore exempt
from legal procedures intended to preserve single
historical monuments The Kenzentrationslager thus
is nort eligible to receive the protection and preser-
vation ordinarily given to historically significant
sites. Further, in the Court’s opinion, the buildings
are architecturally worthless [14]

The court ruling reflects the widespread willing
ness [o cope with past events by getting 1id of their
architectural sites, and creating a geography washed
clean of history. Soon, there will be nothing left to
reveal. Even the most exact maps can no longer
locate the elements of past realitv. In Bexlin, the
building that housed the headguarters of {he Ge-
stapo and the administration of all concentration
camps, with Dr. Werner Best directing one of the
main departments, the building that represented the
very center of Natiomal Socialist terror, was blown
up in 1956, The authors of a study reviewing that
building’s history state; *It is nol known who or-
dered the demolition, or for whal reason. One muo-
tive is evident: the capital of Berlin tries to rid itself
of the symbaols of the National Soclalist past” [15].

The Osthofen Memorial (Fig 15) is a simple bronze
plaque on the outside of a wall of the Konzentra-
tionslager. It reads:

This was, during the vears 1933 ko 1933, the site of

the Konzentrationslager Osthofen. Never again

Figire 15 was photographed on November 22,
1986, on Toetensonntag, a national holiday when the
Germans mourn their dead. Fresh flowers and green
wreaths are laid down at the graves and the me-
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FIGURE 15. Nathing but a single decaying wreath at the
Osthofen temorial on the German national haliday of
Taotensonntag, kavember 220 1986, Photograph: H
Kretschmor and H Hanauske-Ale],

motials throughout the country At the Osthofen
Memarial, that day T saw only this rotten wreath

The attempts to deny the existence of Konzentra-
tionslager Osthoten and make the dtv it its map
may fail. The buildings of the Konzenirationslager
Osthofen were classificd as a historically significant
site, and now ae predecled {rom destruction. As |
write these lines, the State of Rhineland-Palatinate,
m cooperation wilh a support group of a few Ger-
man citizens (Forderverein Projekt Osthofen H WV,
Ziegelhiitlenweg 38, D-6522 Osthofen, Germany),
15 moving 1o buy the entire complex in order to
maintain it, in temembrance of the vicims and as a
mementa of the past for futare generations, Yet the
decision to grant preservation to the buildings of
Konzentrationslager Osthoten may not at all affect
the prevalent denial of their Foymer function. A
recent analysis of the wording of Cerman memorial
texts and dedication speeches concluded: “The offi-
cial culture of commemorative plagues and memo-
tials has become specialized in obscuring the pe:-
petrators and their deeds”™ [10].

The consequences of these deeds remain. Begin-
nimg n 19549, the svnagogue of Worms was metic-
ulously rebuilt, financed by the Federal Govern-
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ment, the State of Rhineland -Palabnate, and ihe
City of Worms In 1961, the synagogue was reded-
dicated as a sign of atomement. The city of Worms
carefully renovated the Jewish Quarter to preserve
it for the future. The city’s archives are now localed
in the Raschi-Haus, a building wheve Rashi used to
study during his stay in Woms. The Raschi-Haus
also houses the Jewish Museum and a center for
Tewish-German dialogue  There is. however, no
[ewish community in Worme, The Kahal Kadosch
Warmaisa has ceased to exist

Postscript

On public maps of the Rheinhesse reglon, the
complex of buildings shown in Figure 16 also re-
mains unidentificd It displavs all the visual hall
marks of a concentration camp: dunble tence, armed
puards, cleared perimeters, assembly yatds, watch-
towers, and barracks,

Figure 16 shows one of the muclear weapons
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FIGURE 16. The nuctear weapons depat at the hanlel ol
MDexhelm, hallway bebweon Mainz and Waorms. 1ls exisl-
ence is nof indicaled on maps of the arei. Pholograph:
H Kretschuner and 1] Hanauske-Alwel

depots, Even those public maps that diligently chart
all kinds of military installations in the Meine-
Worms area, such as barracks, ammunition depuots,
airports, heliports, and ferries, fail lo identify the
location of these weapons sites,

To many Ceormans of my generation, the conver-
gence of material structures and  psychological
mechanisms induced first by the Tolocaust and the
Euthanasia Program and now by the threat of mu-
clear wat is painful and disturbing. Cettainly, the
object of denial is different. In one case, it is the
documented capacity to commut legalized and in-
dustrialized mass murder; in the other, the possibil-

Crstlboten: The Terran of Denia,

ity that we might be capable of publicly announced
mass murder to a degree that equals mass suicide
Yot our habituation to denial not only allows us to
ignorve the past, it also allows us to disregard the
meaning of current reality. Denial has become the
very foundation of the normal. Denial guides our
oves, is the substance of our thoughts, is the souice
of our energy.

To take up the nuclear issue requires a journey
through denial. In that journey, we must run into
our past, or we have not traveled far enough. @
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