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To the participants of ""Peaceful Caucasus: A Future Without
Mines," the 2nd International Conference on Landmines in
the FSU, 5-7 December 1999, Thilisi

Dear Conference Participants,

There are many "hot spots" in the world today and the Caucasusis just one of them. That
is why such a keen significance is attributed to the peace movement in such a
complicated region, and to the struggle against such an inhuman weapon as anti-
personnel landmines. The main victims of this weapon are not warriors but, on the
contrary, civilians, basically aged people, women, and children.

In view of these facts, special attention should be paid to the peace movement, and
particularly to the campaign to ban anti-personnel landmines.

Strengthening peace is one of the key issues for the efforts of the Georgian Orthodox
Church. The Georgian Orthodox Church would join every human being of good will in
effortsto achieve this ultimate goal of establishing peace in the Caucasus and worldwide.

| welcome the participants of this important meeting and wish you fruitful work and
success in your difficult and noble efforts.

God save you in peace and prosperity,

—

J lliya
)z 14 Al (2_} Patriarch of All-Georgia
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Peacef ul Caucasus:

A Future Wthout M nes

Authors Message

The Thilisi Gonference "Peaceful Caucasus: A Future Wthout Mnes," held on 57 Decenber 1999, was the second
international conference on | andnines to take place in Russia and the Forner Soviet Lhion (F3).

The Gnference was organi zed by the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (I PPNW 1985 Nobel
Peace Rrize Laureate), the Georgian Conmittee of the Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenbly, and the Georgian Comittee of the
International Ganpaign to Ban Landmnes (I CBL 1997 Nobel PReace Fize Laureate). The ICBL and the Internationa
Gmittee of the Red Qoss (IGRC 1917, 1944, and 1963 Nobel Reace Rrize Laureate) also participated in this
corf er ence.

Hldinthecepital city of Gorga the Grference s aimwas to fol | owup on the acconpl i shnents of "New Seps for a Mne-
Free Ruture: Frst International nference on Landnines in Russia and the @S " held in My 1998 i n Mscow, Russia, and
to re-introduce the landnines issue in the context of the Russia/ F3UJ regi on

The Gaucasus is a region that continues to be plagued by conflict and ethnic tension, and whose territories are vastly
infested by a large nunber of anti-personnel (AP nines and unexpl oded ordnances (WX®). QGvilians, the mlitary,
peacekeepers, and nenbers of international peace organizations are all highly exposed to the danger of nines. The
proportion of mine victing in the Akhazi an conflict a one was as high as 70%af al victins.

The Thilisi Gnference took place during the sane tine that conbat operations and wde-scal e mining and nine use vere
being carried out in Chechnya. These extraordinary circunstances lent an added significance to the Qnference, as
representati ves fromgovernnents, the nilitary, non-governnental organizations (N3X), and peace organi zati ons vere
faced wth the chall enge of having to overcone barriers and dif ferences, and work together in unison and true partnership
on the | andnines i ssue.

Mre than 170 participants from Anenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Ganada, Georgia, Gernany, Mldova, the Netherlands,
Norway, Russia, Swtzerland, kraine, and the L5 as well as the territories of Abkhazia, Gechnya, Degestan, |ngushetia,
Nagor ny Karabakh, and South Gsetia gathered to stiml ate a constructive dia ogue on | andnines in the region. Participants
i ncl uded governnent of ficias, mlitary generals, parlianentarians, experts in demning, surgica traunatd ogy, orthoped cs
and prosthetics, activists, nine ban canpai gners, |andnine survivors, and representatives of regiona N33.

By the opening of the Thilisi Gnference, 136 nations had signed and 89 nations had ratified the Mne Ban Treaty (MBT)
that cane into force on the 1st of Mrch 1999. Al of Hrope's nations except for Anland, all NATO countries except for
Turkey and the U5 and al nations of CGentral and Eastern Eurrope except for Yugosl avia have joined the MBT. Ten aut o
the 15 republics of the F3J including Georgia, have not signed the MBI, wich provides for atota ban on the producti on,
stockpile, use, and transfer of AP mines. Lithuania, Mldova, and Wkrai ne have signed the MBT, wile oly Turkneni stan
and Tgjikistan have ratified it. Awng the treaty nonsigetories are Rissia the oy of ficial nanufacturer of nines inthe
territory of the FRUwth estinated stocks reaching 60-70 nillion AP nines; Belarus wth arsenal s containing nillions of AP
nnes; and Azerbaijan, Anenia, and Georgia, all of which have suf fered trenendously fromthe use of nines during recent
mlitary cotflicts. The escal ation of the mne-var in the Gucasus conflict areas evokes great concern.

The nain goal of the Thilisi Gnference was to further build the dia ogue between non-governnental organi zati ons, experts,
and govermnental structures dealing with the nilitary, socio-economic, paitica, and hunanitarian aspects of the production
and use of AP mines. A wde range of key issues and problens facing the Gaucasus were discussed by conference
participants in the course of plenary neetings and workshops, includi ng:

- Regiona security and the mine probl emin border aress;

- AP nines and specia mlitary operations in the Gaucasus (Dagestan and Chechnya);
- Mne avwareness prograns for civilian popul ations;

- Nine victi massi stance, psychd ogica and socia rehabilitation

- Joining the Qtawa Gnvention: chal | enges and perspecti ves.
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The Thilisi Gnference stressed the urgent need to inmediatel y cease the production, stockpiling, transfer and use of AP
mnes. Onference participants expressed their hope that the governnents of those states suf fering fromthe | andnne
epidenic would all ocate nore funds for mine cl earance and nine victimassi stance. Participants aso caled for the further
strengthening of regional canpai gns and non-governnental organi zati ons struggling to ban nines.

* k %

Presented in this report are the proceedings of the Second Internati onal Gnference on Landnines in Russia and the F9J
whi ch was conducted in both English and Russian (as well as Georgian, at tines). Included are speeches and responses
of conference participants. Mterias provided by the conference organi zers and participants were used to produce this
report. The authors have attenpted to include all principa issues stated in speeches and touched upon during di scussi ons
inthe corse of the Gnference inthis report.

The authors woud like to express their hope that this pldication wll pronste and fecilitate the attamet o the
Qrference’s god s.

The Second Internati onal nference on Landmines in Russia and the FSU and the publication of this report were nade
possi bl e thanks to the financia support fromthe governnents of Ganada and Norway, the Qpen Sciety Institute (USA,
and the R oughshares Fund.
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Qoeni ng Pl enary

Wel cone

| madze
Departnent for D sabled Persons,
Protection and Labor,

Tenur
Chair,
Mnistry of Social
CGeorgi a

Dear ladies and gentlenen, | want to welcone al
participants to the Qnference and to declare our
wllingness to cooperate. Nillitary activity, energing ethnic
conflicts and terrorism have increased and reached a
nenacing level in recent years. The situation in the
CGaucasus is very conplicated. In Georgia aone, severa
thousands of people have been killed or nained by
| andnines during the | ast 7-8 years.

In 1996, the Rresident of Georgia authorized a state
program on the sociad and nedicad rehabilitation of al
categories of dsaded persons, including the victing of
mlitary ad ehic coflicas. Al intiaives wthn ths
programconply wth the "Law on socia insurance for the
disabled.” The Qnstitution of Georgia follows the
international hunanitarian law, thus the requirenents of the
1993 48th Llhited MNations General Assenbly (WNZA)
reso ution "Oh equal rights of the disabed' are introduced
inthe program Hwever, the issue of nine-rel ated danage
and loss is inadequately studied. Qur departnent is
curently in the process of deta cdlection, wich is being
carried out in conpliance wth WD requi renents, i.e., al
vital needs of the disabl ed are taken into account. Hopefully,
ar e fats will esse the suf fering of nine victins.

Oficia opening of the 2nd Internationa Gonf erence on Mnes,
Mtekhi Htel Gnference HiI, Thilisi, Gorga

The estinated nuntber of |andnines in Georgia reaches
500, 000- 700,000, though not all mnefield naps or other
suwch rdlevat infornationis availade.

A landmne is an indiscrimnate weapon that often
naing innocert civilians, including children, pushing them
inoalifed sffering ad dsaility. Anputees require very
special care and conprehensive rehabilitation prograns,
includng psycho-social rehabilitation. The latter is of
extrene inportance, taking into account that nany
operations are nade in the fied, thus reanputations are
required in nost cases. In Georgia, re-anputations were
perforned in 90 percent of atota of 232 cases.

I vant to conclude by wshing success to al your
udertakings. | aso hope our ef forts wil drawthe atertion
o dl those indved

Nana Devdari ani

Menber of Parlianent, CGeorgia

I amnot here to remind you that |andnines should be
outl aned. The responsibility for any deay inthe ban of this
vegpon lies wth pditicians, wo rde the destiny of their
peopl e and who shoul d conply wth the position they hol d.

There is no doubt that the production of |andnines
should be stopped aongside wth their use. Athough |
belong to the parlianentary opposition, | amsure that no
disagreenents arise on this issue between the govern-
nent and any party in the opposition. |
hope thet this confference wll address the
governnents or adopt a resol ution forcing
the Parlianent of Georgia and of other
Gaucasian republics to consider the
inernationa conmnity’'s urge to pronibit
| andni nes.

I hope that this Gxference wll be
frutfu. | see peode here wo Wil nat stay
irdf ferent to the very painfu isste o the
pronibition of landnnes, and wo wll do
everything in their ponwer to launch and
% conplete a successful anti-landnine cam
pai gn in the Gaucasus.

Qpeni ng Pl enary
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Jemma Asr at yan

Coordi nator, Arnenian Canpaign to Ban
Landm nes, President, Association of
Wonen with University Education, Arnenia

On the eve of the newnillennium nankind is trying to
assess the past and forecast the fuure. It hes secrificed
mllions of hunan |ives totw world vars, and it has a ready
been 50 years since WVl ended, yet the battles still
conti nues.

Gvernnents and civil society are obliged to ensure dl
the needs of nine victing. Mnes are nerciless tovards a
child or an o d person, nerciless tovard hunan fate, toward
the fuuwe The life of a mine victimtuns ino a persod
tragedy, amsfatue far his’her famly, vhile the state tends
tofail to provide adequate care for them Neglect and soci al
isdaionis the sad sentence far a mne victim

Qr future is defired by or nutual ef fort and strugd e
fa pesce

Marina Sallier
Chair, Wonren for Life Wthout Wars
and Viol ence, Russia

This @nference, held in the capita of Gorgia, on the
eve of the third nmillenium is fromny point of view a
contribution to strengthening peace.

\Wen ve ta k about the psycho-socia rehabilitation of
victing, ve shoud kegp in nmind al parties to a mlitary
caflict. W& have just seen a few video-clips titled "Sop
Mnes." Qe of themshows a child tearing of f addl’s lep
ad ans. Ths childis a fuue terrorist, he is nat peace
nmnded. Bt people are not dols, and there are no spare
parts to repair a hunan bei ng.

Asl anbek Asl| akhanov

Chair, Union of Chechen Peopl e Living
Qutside the Hstoric Mtherland, Russia

The idea of protecting and saving civilian popu ations
fromthe fury of landmnes is a generous act of hunani sm
It goes beyond hunan tol erance to see a two-year-ol d child
wthout legs. The previous var in Chechnya left painful
scars. Nowthere is a newwar, nines are dispersed from
thedr, people are being killed and nai ned, or paral yzed by
nmnes, not being able to nove, plough, sow, gaze thar
cattle. Newtypes of nines are bei ng devel oped. The words
coming fromof ficid infornati on sources i nadequat el y depi ct
the real situation in Gechnya. | hope so nuch that the
Chechen peopl e are strong enough to survive, but still they
are not powerful enough to provide al the necessary care to

Addr esses

Jemma Asr at yan

Coordi nator, Arnenian Canpai gn to Ban
Landm nes, President, Association of
Wornen with University Education, Arnenia

As our planet is onthe eve of a newcentury and a new
nl I ennium nanki nd eval uates the past and forecasts the
fuue

The twentieth century was not only the century of
scietific proyess ad spece fligts, o gdaodization of the
econony and the building of transnational corporations, but
it ves dso the century of goba vars, international and
inter-ethnic coflicts. The world has lost innunerable
hunan lives during the two world vars; neverthel ess, vars
and conflicts keep taking place. Wthin the period 1945
1990 alone, there were 42 mnor vars that killed 30 mllion
peopl e, and nany of these deaths were due to | andnines.

Today, like 50 years ago wen WVI was over, ar
governnent and our peopl e have to deal wth the probl ens
of refugees, disdbed and civilian victing of the curent
mlitary coflicts. Bxh nlitary ad civilias (nore then 12
percent of the tatd popu aion) are the victing of nines.

Landnines are indiscrimnate tovards age or sex; there
are wonen, elderly, and children anong mine victins.
Landnines do not distinguish between the nilitary and
civilians; nines are nerciless tonards peopl e, their fate ad
their furure. Anine accident turns one's persod lifeinto a
tragedy for hinself, his/her fanly and society as awd e A
mne accident is a life-long socio-economc and
psychoogical trauna, and it often leads to negect and
socid isdaionin societies were the state fals to provide
adequate care to the victing. S the internationa
conmuni ty has every reason to support the Qtawa process
and the International Ganpai gn to Ban Landnines.

Qr future wll be bult by ouwr shared ef fats to
strengthen peace and guarantee stability. Qe o those
dfartsisthe peacefu resd wion of mlitary coflicts by using
al possible neans to prevert vars wth the inevitab e use of
| andnines, the nost inhunan weapon.

Ufortunately, the coplicaed gegpditicd situaion still
resuts inmlitary coflicts ad the use of |andmnes.

The fornation of sovereign states on the territary of the
Forner Sviet Lhion, the restructuring of activities, ad the
transition to a narket econony are acconpani ed by political
irgedlity, econonic stagnation, flows of refugees, and
poverty, and sonetines even wars and inter-ethnic conflicts
in a nunber of regions.

Broneous national policies have transforned the
Gucasus into an arema of inter-ethnic conflicts, lasting for
a nost 10 years.

Qnat ants during nilitary operations in the southern
CGaucasus have used various types of weapons, including
landmnes. Mnes have been laid chaotically, wth ro
mnefield naps o other international rules observed. A
natural outcone of this practice has been the increased
nunber of nine victing anong the mlitary and civilians,
adthough five years have passed since the cease-fire
agreenent was signed. According to our data, nore than
three thousand Arnenians were killed during the conflict,

victing, thus they wll have to look for internationd
assi st ance.
—18 Peacef ul Caucasus: A Future Wthout M nes
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nore than tw thousand were injured, and every fourth
Anenian vas inured by a mine, including 12 percent of
dvlias

The security of borders and the vel | being of citizens are
the prinary nationd interests of each coutry as is a pre-
dsposition to abandon the military resdution of coflicts.
Banning landmnes is a gobal and mltifaceted process
wth particular econonic, hunanitarian, and psycho ogical
aspects.

The governnent and the people of Arnenia wel cone
the MBT signing in Gtawa in 1997 and its comng
into force in Mrch 1999. Arnenia has al so supported the
54th Lhited Nations General Assenbly (NG Resol ution
on |andmnes. The governnent of Arnenia cannot ignore
the fat the moe o the e dgoring coutries Tukey, Iray
Azerbaijan, and Georgia  is party to the MBI. The current
Arneni an border wth the forner WBSR's Transcaucasi an
southern border and Turkey and Iran is nined by approxi nately
8,000 | andnines al ong the perineter, cokring an area of 800
square kil oneters.

Sill uxertanis the issue of landmnes a ongside the
Arneni a- Azerbaijan border, as vdl a the mnefidds in
areas bordering Nagorny Karabakh and Azerbaijan
taritaies

The signing of the Qtawa Gnvention would not sol ve
the problem of clearing mines from Arnenia unless the
coflict in Nagorny Karabakh is pditicaly settled under the
CBE and reliabl e security guarantees are provided. There
are a so econonic obstacl es originati ng fromthe continui ng
econonic bl ockade and stagnation and the lack of financial
resources, which neans that Anenia wll not be able to
cope unilaterally wth nine detection, minefield napping,
and nine cl earance wthout an additional supply of qualified
deniners, nodern equi pnent, and nedical experts.

Ufortunately the of fer of the UB govermnent to train
demners for the two countries was lost due to the refusal of
the Arerbaijan party. The nedica rehabilitation and socia
integration of nine victing is another aching prod em

Athough there ae ala of dstacles for those wiling to
sign the Qtava Qnvertion, it is
inportant that the internationd
community realizes that |andnines
are a slowacting nuclear boni,
bringing about vast hunan | osses,
desth, adinuies.

In January 1999, one-and-a hal f
years since the first internationd
conference in Russia and the @S

In Mrch 1999, the National Ginpaign took action to
nark the day of the commng into force of the 1997 Qtava
Gonvent i on.

In July 1999, the problens of wonen and border
security issues vere discussed wthin the framvwork of a
conference "Qilture of Peace: Denocracy and O al ogue of
Gltues."

Menibers of the National Ganpai gn organi zed seninars
and consultations on mine awareness issues (prinarily for
vonen and children) in the Tavushsky and Suni ksky Mrza
areas bordering Azerbaijan, where fenale | eaders of |oca
N33 parti ci pat ed.

In Septenber 1999, a two-day seminar, "Gitue o
Peace: Denocracy and Devel opnent, gathered repre
sentatives of bordering areas, wo discussed peace and
regional cooperation issues, and the activation of peace
action through public denocracy. Special enphasis was
placed on the N3 specific role in buildng and
strengthening peace in the region. Wefu technol ogies for
cooperation between N3 nenbers of the Arnenian
Ganpai gn and national canpaigns of the republics of the
southern Caucasus and the AS and international
organi zations were di scussed. The Qtawa Gonvention and
the Mputo Declaration were presented as basic
docunents gui ding the ban novenent. Representatives of
the Tavush and Syunik regions forwarded a nunber of
proposals ained at restoring forner links anong
Transcaucasian pldic organizations in order to joirtly
nonitor the landmne situation in border areas, and to
render hunani tari an assi stance to nine victins.

I'n February and March 1999, the National Ganpai gns of
the three Transcaucasi an republ i cs and the Russi an af filige
of | PPNW discussed issues of regional cooperation and
adopted an agreenent ained at raising public awareness,
adorganizing jont activities. A"Red Bidge" action prg ect
vas devel oped in order to drawattention to the probd ens of
the dsabled mne victing inthe rel ated repudl i cs.

The participation of the National Ganpaigns of the three
Transcaucasi an republics in the Frst Meting of the Sates
Parties to the Mne Ban Treaty and the 1. Genera
Assenbly (G in Mputo not only provided them wth

Rress coference a the London Gfe, Thilisi, Gorgia

"New Steps Toward a Mne-Free
Future," was held, the Association
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together wth six
organi zations in Arnenia,
the Arnenian Canpai gn
Landm nes.

Qr activity in ths fidd reved ed
bot h the i nadequat e know edge of the
issue ad the plic's lack of interest
in the landmne problem and
exposed the need for systematic work
in order to develop the Qtava
pr ocess.
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access to international expertise on nine issues, but al so
inspired participating N33 to re-eval uate their undertaken
resposi hilities.

To huild a vorthy fuwe for nankind neeting the
standards of dgnty neans to prevent vidence in al
psside fons. It is a civilized daoguee aned a the
prevertion of wars and ethnic conflicts, and the prohibition
o the use of |andnnes.

Dring the corse of these activities, the necessity to set
up a National Infornation Gnter, which would accuml ate
al reevant infornation on mned territories and nine
victing, energed. The lack of infornation does not all owus
to carry out a proper andysis and provide tingly sd utions
for the existing prod ens.

N nenbers of the Arnenian Canpaign wll
concertrate their ef farts on the fdlowng tasks for the
inmedi ate future:

= raising public avareness on issues of the IR, the

Qtava nvention, the Mputo Declaration, the
neeting of the states parties, and the hunanitarian
and legd actions of international organizations
ained a helping the disadl ed;

= forming an N3 codition in border regions to

devel op mine awareness and educati on canpai gns
inorder to prevent new nine acci derts;

= broadening regional cooperation between N33

and National Ganpaigns in Georgia and Azerbaij an;
restaring pdic lirks in border regos to jantly
resolve existing nine problens and render
assi stance to the disab ed;

= invdving nass nedaininfornationa activities.

We should drawthe attention of our governnents to:

D) the need to finance demning prograns, to address
hunani tarian issues, and to update the legal basis
so that it wdd provide sociad insurance to military
adcivilian nre victing as ve | ;

2 the need to nonitar border territories in order to
reproduce ninefi el d naps and to assess the existing
nine probl em

3 the need to draw the denining schedul e of private
territories used for agricdturd purposes.

The WN has declared the year 2000 as "The Year of a
Qiture of Reace" and the next 10 years a "Non-vi ol ence
Decade.” The concept of a culture of peace envisions
libaty, justice, denocracy, petience ad sdidarity, ad
respect for hunan rights. Theright for lifeis a basic hunan
rigt. Gvil society shadd strive to emsure a varthy life for
every person, and this involves a conprehensive ban on
| andni nes.

Zarema Mazaeva
Coordi nator, Refugees Agai nst Landni nes,
Chechnya

| wel cone the participants to the Gnference "Reacef ul
Caucasus: Future Wthout Mnes," and wsh themfrutfu
vwork and success in reaching their desired results.

The current events in Chechnya are beyond a tol erabl e

tragedy.

The var of 1994-1996 had already | eft vast |ands sewn
wth landmnes, and now the new one aggravates the
catastrophic situation wth baoth the danger of new nmines
ad the danger of a physicd amihilation of the etire
reion

It is hardto estinate or neasure the danger, for no one
knows the nuntber of nines in our land those dready lad
and those being laid wth each new mnute.

No one knows how nany decades and how nany
resorces it wil taketocdear theterritay o Qechrya o this
anul, barbaric weapon that nains and kills nastly civilians.

The outcone of renote nmining wthout napping and
ninefield narking is countl ess victing nai ned chi | dren,
wonen, and el ders a tragedy for their famlies. The
nuner of victing does not reflect the depth of tragedy thet
befdls on a victims famly, community, the etire socidy.
There is no guarantee for any person in Chechnya that he
o hisrdaives wll nat step on a nre

According to unof ficial deta the nunber of nine victing
during the | ast years reached 700, haf of themchildren, yet
this was before the reneval of mlitary operations, and now
this nuner keeps grow ng.

It isdf ficut to define the prinary tasks to start wth, bu
fromowr point of viewthe nost urgent are

= to ban the use of |andmnes;

= to provide hunanitarian demining of the territory of

Chechnya;

= toprovide quified nedcd assistace ad adequat e

rehebilitation services for nne victins,

= toprovide socia and psychd ogical rehabilitati on and

renegaion for the dsad ed

= to draw international organizations into rendering

assistance to al aspects of the mine problem
nedi cal assistance, hunanitarian demning, and
soci o-psychd ogi cal rehebilitation of the disad ed

Russian planes dropped sone PAMmnes (so-called
buterflies) accidetdly for they vere intended for the
Chechen peopl e over Qualo, hitting Gorgian famlies,
bringing pain and suf ferirg

The current use in Ghechnya of weapons that are illegal
and pronibited by internationd lawis nat the only problem
Bven nore dangerous is the energing ecol ogical probl em
due to the destroyed nuclear waste burias and chemical
eterpises, resuting fromirregda atilley atacks ad
boni ngs. The bonts used in Chechnya wll inevitably bring
about the rad o-nud ear cotamretion of vest territories.

Yet even nore a arnming i s the nass nedi a di scussi on of
the possible use of tactica nuclear weapons in Ghechnya
We hope that this wil never happen.

| ask Qd to enlighten the sous of the people wo
produce or use landnines  the decision-nakers  sotha
they redize their resposibility.

We cdl for astoptothis barberic, brud ver that uses
"surprise mnes" that nai mchil dren!

We cdl for dong everything in or pover to provide a
saferegunfor the refugees and the dspaced totheir cities,
ther villages, ther hones!

We cdl fa the gpicadion of dl possibe e fats to
prevent the energing ecol ogical cat ast rophe!

We cdl for a stop to the permission to use tacticd
nucl ear weapons!
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Ashot Mel yan
Chair, National
Li beration of Peopl es,

League for the R ghts and
Nagor ny Kar abakh

The issue of regional security has becone a popul ar
topic during the last decade, not only anong politicians but
also anong all peopl e of the southern Gaucasus. They are
al looking for peace, safety, ad stadlity. Al
Transcaucasian republics, their neighboring states, the
vorld povers, andinternationa organizations would prefer
to see a stabl e and saf e Gaucasus. But a stabl e and secure
fuuwe in this regon is uthirkdde wthout the peacefu
resd ution of nunerous conflicts, provided that al interests
o the coflict perties are taken into account and nutual
cofidence is restored. Blilding peace inthe Gucasus is a
nul ti-aspect ef fort, requring wllingess, activity, and
cooperation anong a | partiesinresdving vitd prod ens.

Qr joint strugd e against |andmnes is one of the uniting
ideas, the one that codd bring together pegple of the
region, considering that nines continue to spoil the peaceful
lifein Georgia, Azerbaijan, Anenia, Abkhezia, Getia, and
Nagor ny Kar abakh.

The efforts and activities of regond N33 and
international organizations have invdved our |andmnes-
infested region in a g obal novenent to ban | andmnes.

FFom owr point of view, a successful anti-landmne
canpaign in the Gucasus is defined by strictly defined
activities, the naxinal de-pditicization of the process, the
corect formilation of tasks, and the large invo venent of
activists, incdudng veteras o wvar, nedcd staff, nire
victing, and a | those wshing to contribute. W shoul d keep
inmndalikdy ad very desirable "side ef fedt," i.e, krirgrg
together and linking the forner cotflicting parties through
this generous activity.

Mnes in the Gaucasus coul d be categorized as nines in
abandoned stockpiles, nines surrounding military bases,
lost non-detonated mines, and mines used as protective
barriers.

The mine problem is one of the nost conplicated
probl ens for Nagorny Karabakh. During the military conflict
about 60 percent of therepudic s territory vas intermttently
occupied by conbating parties, and certain villages and
entire regions were nined anew wth each shift.
Consequently, mines cottinue to trap their victing
novadays, athough it has a ready been five years since the
battle ended. Mnes keep vast agricutura areas
abandoned, nines keep refugees fromreturning hone.

Qovi ousl y, Nagorny Karabakh cannot clear nines from
its territay wthout inergiod assistave It isapty the
puey pditica oomstacles standinthe vay of thi s assi stance,
and the issue of the recognition of the republic's
international legal status seens to prevent relevant
international organizations from interfering The only
exception was the Hil o Trust organi zati on, whi ch nanaged
to overcone this psychdogicad barrier and carry ot a
denining programin 1996. Rditical diaogue can last for
years, but nines do not wait; they continue to nai mpeopl e
and to inflict irreparabl e danage. Therefore, | vat to use
this opportunity to address international organizations: the
peopl e of Nagorny Karabakh are | ooking for any kind of hel p
inresoving the nmne prodem i.e, educational prograns,
instructors, consultations, nateria and noral support.

Qr state can af ford only scarce resources to reso ve
the mne problem nevertheless, current operations
include a demining group, a specia commission working
inaliance wth the IGRC mission in Sepanakert, and the
hot line. The N3 sector & so contributes to the canpai gn,
including our National Nagorny Karabakh League for the
Rghts and Liberation of Peoples. We conduct nine
anareness prograns, involving students of the A zkhassky
Sate Whiversity, wo participate in the estadishnet of a
repud i can rehebilitaion center. However, we see our nain
task as bringing together the ef forts of physicians, studerts,
jourdists, vaeras o var, ad mnre victing. If they are
united into an associ ation, they coud achieve nore wthin
the republic and contribute to the greater Gaucasian
canpai gn to ban | andm nes.

| have been speaking only of the nmines wthin the
territory of Nagorny Karabakh. Mnes on the borders wth
confronting arned forces are still an issue for negatiati ons
in the Nagorny Karabakh conflict in general. Hopefully
soneday it wll be resdved wth the participation of
internationd interned aries.

fs for the medicad aspect, | vat to pont ou tha
essentia experience in nine victim issues has been
accumulated and now is being processed by our
orthopedists and psychologists. | believe they can share
their knowedge and skills wth those in need. . Adanyan
wll spesk dbout this laer a this coference

There is no doubt that Russian, Georgian and
Azerbai jani N33 have done a |ot and have accumil ated
val ushl e experience wth the support of their internationd
couterparts. | vat to stress that we ae locking for
cooperation wth al relevat organizations to get the
Guucasus free of nines in the near future.

N kol ai | zvekov
Vice-President, Foreign Policy Association,
Russi a

[Followng is the presentation that Nkda |zvekov
prepared on behalf of his institution and submtted to the
conference organi zers. He expressed his gratitude for the
invitation and his apdoges faor not being dde to participate
persod ly inthe Thlisi QGnference ]

The Foreign Rdicy Association carries ot its activities
between the officid stae foeign pdicy ad pudic
di pl omacy. onsequently, our presentation on the
landnines issue is a synthesis of the of fidd positias o
foeign pdicy ad mlitay agencies, as well as pidic
ginon

| woud like topant ou that dthouh the Inernaiond
Ganpai gn to Ban Landnines is inportant initself, it cones
dso as part of the greater process of arns cotrd ad
di sarnanent. Thus, there shoul d be a conpl ex resol ution of
inter-l1inked prod ens.

Within this context, the prodemd terrorism equaly
inportant for Russia and for nany other countries should
be nentioned. Terorists tend to wddy use exposive
devices, including landmnes. Hence, terrorism could be
nore ef fectivdy curbed globally if the nanufacture and
transfer of al exposives, not only |landnines, wvere nore
strictly contrdled on retiod and intermationa leves.
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Folowng the nain issue of this Gnference, | vat to
say that both the state and the peopl e of Russia share ad
suppart the goba e fort and strugde to inplenent a tata
ban on | andni nes.

It isnat oly declarations, but aso cocrete steps: the
noratoriumon the export of the nost dangerous types of
mnes is being strictly observed, and was extended in
Decenber 1997. The Sate Dunais likely to ratify Rotoca
Il of the 1980 Qonvention on Gnventional Weapons
(QY. Russia has conpletely ceased the production of
fougasse nines. Mreover, in 1998, 500,000 nnes vere
destroyed in addition to those in the previously authori zed
wilization plans of the Aned Forces of Russia

Russias prinarily positive attitude tovards the Qtava
Qnvertionis knom, asis Rissids intentionto adheretoit
wthin a reasonable tine in the future. However, by virtue
d Russia's geopditical situation, joining the Qtaa
@nventionis not that sinple. The real terns woul d depend
on how successfully Russia would conplete certain
techncd, finaciad, ad oher tasks to conply wth the
articles of the Qrnvention Oe o the issues is the
functional repl acenent of |andnines.

Russid s conceptua attitude shared by scientific and
pditicd circles toward the landnine issue is a redistic
approach, taking into account the interests of al nenbers
of the international community, including those states thet

ajectivedy (histaicdly ad geo-pditicdly) have to rdy on
the use of nmines exclusively for self-defense and safety
purposes. S in Russiawe think that pronotion of the gl obal
ban on landnines should be executed gradual ly, step by
sep

Based on this approach, the Foreign Folicy departnent
strives to nake ef fective and uiiversa the additiona
Rotoca Il of the QW which cane into force in 1998,

Russia also tends to consider the @nference on
Dsarnanent in Geneva as the nost optinal international
forum capable of producing the nost qualified and
adequate arrangements concerning the total ban of
| andni nes.

As it was nentioned at the round-table neeting on 23
Septenber 1999 in Mbscow, Rssiais ready to participae
ininternationa hunanitarian denining operations, includ ng
operations in Gorg a

| vant to use this opportunity to express our hope far a
favorable and positive developnent in the Russian
Gorgan relationship and the successful resoution of
current nisunder st andi ngs.

Russia and Georgia have wde historica and
geogaphicd links. The nap reflects this likdy reciprocity
between the two states, and that has been confirned by a
mtual historical experience. The wsdomof an o d saying
"Qe ddfriendis better than tw newones” is very helpful .

FOR YOUR | NFORMATI ON: Evol uti on of Landm nes

There were a fewstages inthe evd ution of |andnnes.

During the first stage (second half of 17th century second half of 19%th century), nmines vere used per se and as
fougasse nines for cotroled blasts of groups (mitiple targets).

During the second stage (second hal f of 19th century beginning of 20th century), autonatic fragnentation blast nines
vere developed. Qne of the first nmines of this new generation was a junping mne or fragnentation fougasse of Gaptain
Karasev, which was used for the first tine in the Soviet-Japanese War of 1904.

This nodel was used as a prototype for the further devel opnent of nunerous types of Russian and forei gn-produced
nnes, including Grnan, Bnglish, and Anerican. Mdifications of this nodel continue to be used practically inal arnies of
the vorld to date

Dring the third stage (begimning md-20th century), fougasse |andmnes, hitting sditary targets, and fragnentati on
nmnes, hitting both soitary and mltiple targets, were devel oped. The first wdespread use of these nmines occurred during
the Soviet-H nnish War of 1939-1940. Landmines were wdel y used during the Second World War and in nunerous nilitary
conflicts after the var vas over. The weight of expl osive charge used in this type of mines rarely exceeded 200 grans.

The fourth stage (end 1960s present) has been characterized by a tendency to decrease the expl osive charge of
| andmnes, because nines vere nostly used to injure and get the infantry ot of operation, for which purpose the snaller
size of a mne and expl osive nass coul d suf fice. For exanple, the expl osive charge of mines used by the S arny in the
Vietnam War had a nass of only 910 grans. A decreased size and weight resulted in a greater nunber of nmines being
placed & mne-barriers and loaded into air carriers. Thus, the nilitary opportunity to increase nmining capabilities vas
nol tiplied a fewtines.

Mdern | andnines and fragnentation nines are equi pped wth sel f-destructi on devices. Mne sel f-deactivation devi ces
wthout nine blasting are beconing nore popul ar. Mlitary experts consider these devices as a higny reiade guarantee of
mnefiel d sel f-destruction after a progranmed tine.
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FOR YOUR | NFORMATION Mlitary Perspective

M nes in Mbdern Arnanents

Mnre barriers are the besic mlitary engineer barriers. Landmne use is justified by their high bettle ef ficiency and the
possi bility of quick nass depl oynent, |eaving, nevertheless, a possibility to nanewer in the course of a nilitary operation

Landmine ef ficiency is neasured by the direct |1osses of a confronting party and the del ays in pronaoti on caused by mine
barriers. These two factors provide the repulse of the eneny’s attacks or failure in pronati on

As estinated, the losses of WS arny troops caused by nines during the Vi et nam War anount to 70 percent of genera
losses. In the Korean War the figure was 50 percent. Mne-caused losses both in personnel and equi pnent  were
predonmnant as well (67 percent) during the "Mne V&r" in the nountain routes of Afghanistan for bath conating perties,
especially at theinitial stage of the mlitary operations. The troops coud d nat naove faster than 3-5 knihour on nined roads.

The invention of newtypes of nines and the devel opnent of newnodes of nilitary use provided the fast grovth of nmine-
bariers e ficdency. Systens of distant/renote nine-depl oynent have radical ly changed the existing theory and practice of
the use of mire barriers.

The nai n features of distant/renote nine-depl oynent are:

lack of readness for the eneny's order using aircraft and missile-artillery systens, and possibility to protect troops
and mlitary ogects by mrefid ds;

controlled and regul ated (by nine sel f-destruction ting) terns of depl oyed mne-barriers, alowng naneuwver for own
troops, i.e, expanded mne-barrier fuctiondity.

According to Russian classification, nine barriers are categorized as arti-tank, anti-persomnel, anti-transport/vehicle,
ati-ladng adriver barriers.

Barriers can be instdled on land, invater, or on the seashore.

Ati-tank barriers include mnefields, nine-sets, sditary mines, anti-tank nines and blast mines, nined sl ashing,
destroyed roads, bridges, and overpasses that are prepared for destruction.

Ati-personnel barriers include anti-personnel minefields, nine-sets and solitary anti-personnel |andnines, and mined
slashing.

Ati-vehicle barriers include sditary anti-vehicle nines and sets of nines, nined roads, bridges, overpasses, tunndl's, ad
other artificial constructions placed on auto roads and rail vays.

Ati-landng barriers include anti-landing, anti-tank and anti-personnel nines, ninefiel ds, sets of mnes that are placed in
al likdy locations of airborne landng, i.e, incoestd lad of the sea and in coastal veter inthe depth up to 5 neters. S
nmnes are depl oyed deeper than 5 neters.

Water barriers include river and anti-landing mnes, anti-tank and anti-personnel minefiel ds and mines sets, deployed in
vater or oncoast inplaces of likey crossings over the river by an eneny, dc

Anti - per sonnel
M nes
I
According to damage effects

bl ast nines fragnentati on mnes bul | et charged nmines

boundi ng non- boundi ng
According to actuation method
I
non- conmmand command det onat ed non- comrand non- comrand

det onat ed
According

. det onat ed det onat ed
the type of fragmentation disposal

to

boundary ef fedt

drectiod ef fedt

boundary ef fedt

drectiod € fed
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SECOND PLENARY

B gudza But zhri ki dze
Li eutenant-General, Mnistry of Internal
Affairs, Georgia

Today, when everything is provided in our coutry to
preserve stadlity, the peace issue in the Gucasus is of
outnest inportance. Reace is avita basis for anornal life
and the stabl e devel opnent of future generati ons.

Folowng the law of history, our generation is
resposible for the fuure vhere there wil be no place for
vident death, bloodshed, and destroyed |ives.

M generation has experienced war and has |earned
"the price" of life and health. Ay var is a great tragedy,
but any var nust abide by laws. Qe of these is the
requi renent to reduce to a mnimmthe threat to civilians
dring mlitary operatians. Aas, this lawis rarely observed,
and civilians becone victing to explosives | eft over after
the var is over.

The exact nunber of landmines in Abkhazia and
Sanatchabl o is unknown. Uhder existing by-articles, the
engineer service of Gorgan Interna forces is adliged to
clear mnes frominhabited areas and highvays. Sarting
from 1991, the engineer service has denined nore than
100 unexpl oded ordnances (UX3), while during the |ast
two years it had to operate in various regons of Gorg a,
including the Red Bridge and the Zugdidi area. The mine
problemin Gorgia needs nore attention in order to be
resolved. Qur neeting is of great inportance because the
nore people are involved in the nine ban noverent, the
lessis the likdihood of nine wse

The idea to get rid of al types of wegpons is ured in
today's world. Hopefully the day wil cone when
weapons would not serve any longer as
probl emsol ving neans, and our grandchildren
w | know nothing about nines and weapons.

Marina Sallier
Chair, Wonen for Life Wthout War
and Viol ence, Russia

| welcone the Second nference to Ban
Landnines in the @S countries and thank the
oganizers for gving ne the opportunity to
speak.

There are tw controversial trends in the
devel opnent of the nodern world, both rel ated
to the issue discussed here today. On the ore
hand, we have terminated the world wars and
consi derably reduced the nunber of |ocal

coflicts. Bt at the sane time we wtness an
overwhel ning growth and expansion of terrorism Mnes
are one of the basic weapons o teraists. Thus, aather
trend energes: nankind swtches from demanding the
prohibition of nuclear weapons to banning ordinary
veapons, prinarily landmines. Hw do these two trends
ineract? Ad is it possibe a al to press goverments to
stop using mnes, know ng that nines are the nai n weapon
of terrorisn? | do not nean that governnents shoul d not
ban nines, the questionis howto doit.

A the Mscow nference, the ongoing international
conference Wnen for Life Wthot Wars and Vidence
addressed all perticipants and asked themto support its
appeal for the darming situation in Dagestan, caling for
safeguarding peace in Dagestan. This appeal was
published in the Mxscow Gonference Report, page 16.

I wvorked a lat before this Qnference to bring a
statenent of the initiative group Gmmon Action, uniting
wdely known Russian dissidents. This statenent
addresses the accidental and erroneous aircraft mning of
Gorgian Owl o and the artillery bonfardnent of the Sateli
settlenent on 17 January 1999, as well as the probl emof
Chechen refugees in Gorgi a

Gmmon Action calls on the Russian governnent to
stop inmediately the war in Chechnya. The International
nference in Georgia, "Peaceful CGaucasus: Future w thout
Mnes," expresses its gratitude to the Gorgian organi za
tions for rendering help to the refugees. Fomny point of
view, the noverent to ban landnines can go separately
fromthe strugg e for peace in general. W discuss here the
issue of nmine victimrehehilitation, wile or organization's
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position is that al peogpe wo had wtnessed nilitary
coflias ned rehddlitaion If rehebilitationis not provided,
there is a geat risk o the "caflid trasfe” to fuue
gererations. Db you recal the video-clips you have just
seen a this Gnference? The child tearing of f thedd|’s legs
ad ans? Ths childis afuue terrorist.

The year 2000 was announced by the WN as a year of
the "Giture of Reace.” Qr organization is preparing a big
action in the Gueasus. | cdl on dl perticipats to the
Qnference to hep us wth this action. Qr organization is
regreserted in every repdic, territoy, ad regon of the
Russi an Federation, as well as in the Gucasus. W panto
performthe sane action in al border regions of Russia and
cpitds ad pincipd cities o the Transcaucasus. The
actionis caled "Reace to Gaucasus." W can conine this
action wth a ban mines action. | cannot divide these two
issues. The problem of terrorismcoud be resoved only
through resol ving the general probl emof peace. Wy do we
confront and fight? Because we want to share sonethi ng.
We share weal th, lands, noney, etc. Wit do ve pay for it?
We pay wth hunan lives, but each of us has the only thing
that cannot be divided. Hw sinple and dif fialt it is to
understand it. But once understood we'll see no nore
vars onthis earth

Irina Yanovskaya
Chair, Journalists for Human R ghts,
Sout hern Cseti a

In Novenber 1999, 10 years had al ready passed since
sad 1989, when the Georgia-Gsetia conflict began. Tens of
thousands of refugees and destroyed hunan i ves,
hundreds of youngsters killed and wetched civilians
these are only sone features of the tragedy. The open
confrontation has resulted in bl oodshed and uncontrol | abl e
consequences.

Within the teritoies o the GorgaGeia coflict,
mnes still wvait for their victing athough nowthey are
nore rare than before. Landmines are a blind weapon,
inuing nostly imocent civiliass. Bast infuies leave drt
and fragnents deep in wounded tissues, thus, anputation
is required in nest cases. Nlnes are especialy crud to
children, wo suf fer fromthe crue est wounds.

Snce 1992, 30 children injured by nines, aged 312
years, have been operated on in the pediatric surgica
departnent of the Tshinvali Gritra Regionad Ginic. Oe
nineyear-od grl ded and ore boy undervent leg anput a-
tion, wile ather children suf fered anputations of fingers,
eye operations, etc. Sone of these kids happened to pick
up expl osi ve devi ces that |ooked |ike toys. Qe of themvas
vwounded after setting garbage on fire, having overl ooked a
hand-nade explosive ina pile. Luckily this child vas saved.

These children wounded physically and psycho-
logicaly wll need long-termcare and assistance, which
is expensive, wile nost of themcone frompoor famlies.

The trauna departnent of the Gentral Regional Qinic
has reported 38 cases of injuries caused by nines and
other explosives since 1992, anong them three have
resuted in anputations. @ the 38 injured, 17 were young
peopl e aged 14-30 years, and the remai ning 21 were aged
30-70.

Al o us renenrer the terrorist acts a the Druzhba
market and the Business Gurt in M adi kavkaz, Northern
Getia-Alanya. A sinilar tragedy could have happened a
vhile ago in Tshinvali, were a self-nade expl osive device
wth a clock nechanism containing one kilogram of
expl osive natter was detected on 10 Novener 1999 at the
Falloy narket. The device was safely removed and
destroyed by deminers of the 1st battalion RSOA anya
auside the city.

O 1 Decenber 1999, a schedul e was authori zed for the
leaders of the parties in conflict to organize a canpai gn for
the va untary return of illegal weapons and anmunition by
the popul ation inthe zone of the Gorg aGetia conflict.

Qite recently the conmander of the peacekeepi ng
forces in the conflict zone General -Myor Tchurayev,
reported that 27 | andnines vere returned by citizens of the
Crhavsky regi on.

Grrently the Biropean Lhion (B) plan of socia
reinoursenent, i.e., buildng nedicd ad stations and
energency stations, or providing revards of pedigree cattle
in exchange for returned weapons, is being di scussed.

Hopeful |y, these intertions wil becone aredity.

Ashot Adamyan
QO t hopedi ¢ Sur geon,
Nagor ny Kar abakh

Pedi atric Hospital of

Urfotuately, mlitay sduios topditicd pradens are
still practiced worldwde. W have w tnessed nunerous
energng locad nilitary coflicts in the Gucasus in the | ast
decade of the 20th century. Nagorny Karabakh happened to
be thefirst invd vedinsuch acoflict a the end of the 1980s
and the begi nning of the 1990s. Forner bettl efields vere | eft
inorinted wth hundreds of thousands of nines, nost of
themAP nines. Miny nore nines were left in the so-called
buf fer zone. Nines still threaten hunan lives throughout
Nagorny Karabakh and wll continue to threaten for years to
cong, even though the cease-fire agreenent was signed in
1994,

Benining is being carried out and Wil continue, but the
process is very conplicated because nost territories vere
mned a few tines as control shifted between confronting
forces. No minefield naps were of fered by the Azerbaijani
party.

Early mine accidents have been reported from the
agricutura areas. For exanple, during the period of 1993
1998, 645 mine incidents were reported in Nagorny
Karabakh, including 83 children.

However, | wvat to point out that nine avareness
prograns in problem areas, and the partia clearing of
mnes from the territories, have changed the nine
incddence statistics for the better. During 10 nonths in
1999, only 31 nine incidents were reported; 10 of them
vere chil dren.

Mne-bl ast trauna in nost cases results in anputation.
Bt this outcone is not the only one requiring long-term
nedica and socia rehabilitation. Mne-associated spinal
trauna is nuch nore dif ficut tohad e Gilden usud ly get
infuedwhlepaying thus very often they have severe facid
wounds, eye trauna, and nai ned upper |inbs. The nartdity
rate is nuch higher anong injured chil dren.
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Nagorny Karabakh has accumulated suffidet

experience in deaing wth mlitary trauna, and organi zing

prinary nedical assistance for nine victing is aready a

resol ved issue. Nonethel ess, there were mistakes at the

very beginning, and surgeons had to learn a lot wth the

transition from peacetine nedicine to field-surgery.

Qurgeons and traumatol ogists had to adjust from

practicaly zero to 10,000 cases during the mlitary coflict;

thus specialized nedical assistance can be provi ded now

53. 5% in the Gntrd Hespitd o the repdic, as vl as in

nunerous regional hospitals. These specia departnents,
though, coul d be equi pped better technically.

Snilaly dfficdt is the task of post-operation
renabilitation of mne victing. Luckily, internationd
hunani tari an organi zations were very helpful in this issue
They rendered aid in training specidists and financing to
start the Rdatric Grnter of Psycho ogicad Rehabilitation,
whi ch al ready functions in Nagorny Karabakh, as well as a
prosthetics center, and a newned cal rehabilitation center,
wich is curently under construction. Al hunanitarian
prograns are wdel'y supported by related mnistries. Bit to
neet al existing needs we still have to provide simlar
facilities in ather regons o the repdic. Thus, the Ninistry

Vunded (wthout anputation) 53.5% o Rbic Hdthpastose urehabilitationservicesinadl

the regonal centers and big settlenents. Rehabilitation

Killed 18% specidists are beingwddy trained to cover the needs of dl
regions. However, these tasks are not so easy fromthe

B Aputees  28,5% firanciad pairt of viewfor the replic inheriting a post-ver

econony. Sxidly inportat is the provision of working

M ne- Awar eness Puppet Show

nference participants were shown a nine-awar eness puppet show.
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places for the disabled. An N3D of disabled nmine victins, Taking into consideration all that has been nentioned

regstered in 1994, is deding wth this issue above, and adherence to hunanitarian principles,
To summarize, Nagorny Karabakh has a necessary representatives of the nedica profession of Nagorny

besis for devel oping a network of rehabilitation institutions Karabakh are wlling to join the Internationad Ganpaign to

for nine victing indl theregos of the republic, but has Ban Landm nes.

to rely on intervertion ad assistance of internationa

hunanitarian organizations in order to speed up the

pr ocess.

Introduced nmany years ago to protect humans from their enenmies, |andnines have becone a weapon of nass
destruction (nainy of civilian popdations) inadl regos vhere vars o mlitary conflicts have taken pace

H dden expl osi ve devices, |eft on purpose or accidental |y sonevhere in the ground, kill 25-30 people and nai mnore
than 40 daily.

According to statistica data, nines cause nare deaths and injuries after a coflict is over than during the conflict, which
neans that this relatively cheap and wdely used type of weapon has really energed frombei ng a weapon of sel f-defense
to beconing a weapon for the nass destruction of civilian popul ations, nainly wonen, children, and the el derly.

Landnines have caused nationwde disasters in Angola (15 nillion non-deactivated mines), Ganbodia (10 mllion),
Adhanistan (10 milion), the Krdsh regon of Iran (10 mllion), Bsnia (6 milion), Goetia (6 nillion), Vietnam(3.5 mllion),
and Mbzanbi que (3 million.). Sonalia, Eitrea, and Sudan have each "inherited" 1 nillion | andnines. The econonic situation
inthese coutries does not alowthemto support mine victing' famlies or to clear the infested territories of nines.

To date, the rate of mning is nuch greater than that of mine cl earance and demini ng operations. According to N data,
2nmllionnines were laidin 1993 a one, while only 100,000 vere deactivated. A thisrate, the nunier of |aid nines has grom
beyond any reasonabl e contral, wththe result that there is nowl nine for every 48 people on Earth. In countries |ike Angd a
or Ganhodi a, the nunber of |aid nines exceeds the entire popul ation of the country. Brery 20 minutes 1 person in the vorld
iskilled or nained by a nine, nat only on the battlefield, but in "peacefu" enviroments as vell.

Rublic awareness of the nine problemarrived wth the energence of the International Ganpai gn to Ban Landmines
(1A in 1991 Veterans of the Vietnamwar, | RCrepresentatives, nedical workers, and 1B activists in Ganada, Norvay,
Ganfbodi a, Afghani stan, Kenya, Southern Africa, and el sevhere have joi ned the canpai gn.

Qe o the first sigificat resuts brougt about by the ef forts of the internationa canpai gn was a WN resa ution
caling for an inmedi ate negotiation process regarding the landnmine issue. This reso ution was supported by 157 nations in
Decentber 1996, and a year later, in Decenber 1997, the Qtawa Gnvention banning the use, stockpiling, production, and
transfer of landmnes was opened for signature, and the I, aong wth its Gordinator, Jody WIlians, was avarded the
1997 Nobel Peace Frize.
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Third M enary

Jody Willians
| CBL International Anbassador,
1997 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

Aat franthe chlly ar, | vat to congauae the
organizers of this conference. Mny of you know we
consider this to be a folowup conference to the one held
last year in Mscon Adit iscriticdlyinportant as ve nove
forvard to try to universaize the Treaty to ban AP mines. |
wll take just a few minutes to tak about the chdlenges
facing us now two years after the Treaty. M. Gose wil
talk about universalization and inplenentation;, General
Ry wil tak about the veapon itsdf.

| amrecognizing that it has been two years since the
Mne Ban Treaty was signed on the 3rd of Decenber 1997
inQtava, Gnada. | think that we are dl aware of the very
positive part of the ban novenent, that 136 nations have
already signed the Treaty and 89 have ratified The nunier
of countries that were producers has dropped dranatically,
and exports have dropped dranatically. None of this woul d
have happened wthout the canpaign. None of this would
have happened had civil society, non-governnental

Hisirki Gtizen s Assenly Chai rnan A eksander Rusetsky (center) discusses the details of the
upconing press conference wth (left to right) Hinan Rghts Wich s S ephen Gose, Advisor to
Ganadi an Anbassador for Mne Action (R.) Lieutenant-General Grdon M Reay, and Nobel Peace

Laureate Jody Wllias

oganzations, not brought these criticd issues to the
attention of governnents and nilitaries around the world.
Ad we are pleased wth our success. W never dreaned
vhen we | aunched the canpai gn in 1992, that we woul d be
vhere we are today.

Bt we are aso facing extrenaly critica challenges to
the Mne Ban Treay, to the tad dimrion o ati-
personnel landmnes. Even though 136 nations have
siged, criticd aeas of the warld are nat part of this
Treaty. Wen the canpaign net earlier this year to
rededicate itself to the goba einnation of the weapon,
vwe focused on several areas of the world for continued
work and pressure to try to change the thinking on the
weapon. ne area is my own country, the U8 which has
not signed the Treaty and wvhich still reserves the right
to use landnmines. And out there, of course is Rissia and
the @Sstates, and, finaly, nations of the Mdd e East. It
is a huge challenge to us in the canpaign to bring these
regions onboard. Vien any country big or snall
reserves the right to continue to use AP nmines, it under-
cuts the establishnent of this new international law to
dimnate the weapon, to outlaw the weapon. W are
certainly pleased that
sone |anguage we hear
inthis regon is positive
recognizing the need to
elimnate the weapon
soneday. Bt fromowr paint
of view soneday is not

soon enough.
This is ny second trip
to Georgia | was here

exlieg this year in Mrch,
| net wth the conmttees
of our canpaign in the
region. | also net wth the
Pesident, and the Ninister
of Defense and the Foreign
Mnister, and heard nice
vwords about the ban. Un
fotuatdy, the nice vards
have not yet turned into a
signature of the Mne Ban
Treaty by the Gover nment
of Gorgia There are state-
nents saying that there
is too nuch unrest in the
regon, tha the overdl
situation inside Gorgia
nakes it inpossible a this
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tine tosignthe Treaty. The point of viewof the canpai gn
is that this weapon should be elinmnated in any
Ci rcunst ances not only wen it is comfiortabdle to do so.
My other nations wo feel they are in sinmlar circum
stances of uncertainty have signed this Treaty. | hope as ve
cotinue toraise anareness inthis regonvwe wll bring nore
countries onboard here. S that utinately every coutry is
part of the ban novenent.

@rerd Ry wll betdking of the uwility of the wespon,
so | wll nat take tine totalk about that aspect. M concern
is the poitica aspect of the ban novenent and having the
civilian side of the governnent recognize that this weapon
shoud be gven up. Ad that the civilian sides of govern
nents order their professiona mlitary to stop using the
veapons. The professional nilitary in any country of the
vorld will obey the Gomander-in-Ghief. Ad it is under-
standabl e tha an institution like the nlitary does nat vart
tovd utarily gve up weapons thet it hes a itsdisposd. Bi
the issue before us is that the overvwhel ming najority of
governnents and militaries of the world have decided that
thisisanillegd veapon. Ad they are gving it up. Ad ve
hope that soon Gorgia wll do the sane.

S, these are the chal lenges that | believe are facing us,
anong nany others, but the nost inportant right nowis
putting pressure on the reg ons of the vorld that are outside
the Treaty, bringing to themthe sane@ nessage that we
have brought to every country big ad snal | si nce we
started this Ganpaign. The nessage is that though anti-
personnel landnines have a certain uility, ths dility is
outweighed by the inpact they have on society. Ad
because of this disproportion in the inpact and the
indscrinnate naeture of the weapon, it nust be e ininated.
| think | speak for al of the canpaigners in the room wen
| say that ve wil cotinue our ef forts util thet heppers.

St ephen Goose
Arns Division, Hunman Ri ghts Watch, USA

The Ans Dvision of Hinan Rghts Wich looks a
weapons that we consider to be inconpatible wth
International Hinanitarian Law. Such a wegpon is the anti-
personnel (AP) landmne. | amalso going to tal k about
the universalization of the MBT and the inpl enentation
of the Treaty.

We are wtnessing the energence of a strong
international norm a strong standard of behavior in which
any use of an AP mine is unacceptable to the world
coomunity at large. There are probably sone | awyers who
wll argue wether ve are already a the stage that this is
consi dered an international norm But clearly we are novi ng
rgpdy in tha drection The landmne treaty, as Jody
nenti oned, has now been signed or acceded to by 136
netions, that is nore than 2/3 of the wrld's nations. This
total includes a ngjority of sone of the biggest producers
and exporters of AP nmines and it includes, nest inportantly,
the great mjority of the najor users of AP mines in recent
decades. These are the nost inportant countries to have
joined any regine trying to outl awthe weapon. W\ see that
dl o the rations inthe Western Henisphere, for exanpl e,
have signed the Treaty, except for the WS and Quba, who
dfer sonevhat dif ferent reasons for wy they have not

siged Bt it is strangeto see themonthe sane side of this
issue. It includes every nener of the European Lhion
except for Aand It indudes dl of MATQ except for the LB
and Turkey. Very inportat, it includes 40 of the 48 nations
of sub-Ssharan Arica, the nest nined region of the world,
as Wil as nany Asian nations, including key powers such as
Japan, Thailand, and | ndonesi a.

Bit, as Jody had indicated, there are areas that have
been resistant to this energing internationd norm the
Mdd e East is one, and the region that we are in nowis the
ather. Turkneni stan vas one of the first nations to sign ad
toraify the Tresty. S nce then we have al so seen Ml dova
and Wkraine, and nost recently Tadikistan janthe Tredy.
S ve see novenent here al so. Wkraine was vital because
it hes the verld s fifth largest stockpile of AP mines ten
milion. S ve see a great deal of success in terns of the
mversdizaion o ths Tredy. It eteed ino force ad
becare binding international law nore quickly than any
ngjor tresty inhistory. This shows great conmitnent on the
part of nest nations of the world

We have also seen an encouraging degree of com
pliance wth the Treaty since it hes entered into force, ad
indeed throughout the process that led up to the Treaty.
Gobal production of AP mines has dropped dranatically:
there used to be sone 54 producers, today there are only
sone 16. Export of AP nines has alnost stopped
altogether. Mre than 12 nillion mnes fromthe stock-
ples o some 45 nations have been destroyed. Destruction
is under way in about 30 other nations. Ad we have
significant evidence that the use of AP nines has al so
fdlen sigificatly in recent years. It gopears that for nest
armes AP mines are no longer considered an ordinary
veapon of war, one that you would use wthout a second
thougt.

That is the encouraging side of things, but of course
nany armes do continue to cling to this weapon, includng
of course nany inthis region. That is wiy conferences such
as this are so inportant, both so that N33 can cone
together to nake their voices heard, but aso to have the
opportunity to engage in discussions wth pditica ad
mlitay d fidds. It is inoubet, ve thrk thet it is wp to
pditicd leedrstoinsist thet ther mlitay of fer a convi ncing
rationale for retaining AP nines. WMat we have seen in
coutry after country around the world is that when the
pditica leaders dothet, the mlitary |eaders have a df fialt
time naking the case that the weapon is essential .
There is no question in anybody’s nind that the AP mne
is usefu, thet it hes sone wility, but it has such horrendous
hunani tarian consequences, that the mlitary nust nake
the case that it is essatid tothe successfu conduct of var,
adve bdiee tha it isavey dfficut case to nake

My coutries liketoargue that their situationis unique
because of their borders, or because of their neighbors, or
for ather reasons. | think that we have yet to see a country
that appears to be truly unique wen it cones to AP nines,
and vy verious governmnents and nilitary try to rationdize
ther we It is qite dear tha there ae a nnhber o
goverments inthisregonthat are nat preparedtojonthis
Qnvention any tine soon. Mst al of themhave indicated
they aewllingtojana somepoint o tineinthe fuue In
the interim consideration shoud be gven to the kinds of
steps thet wll lead a retion closer ad cdoser to this
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energing international norm against the weapon, nove
themcloser and closer to being able to join the treaty.
These partia steps will vary, of course, fromcountry to
country, but sone o them are rdaivdy dwious: the
noratorium on production, a pernanent ban on export,
destruction of excess stocks of the AP nines, the creation
o atinetable for destruction of stockpiles. And, perhaps,
nost inportant, the instituwtion of a pdicy that the weapon
should only be used under extraordinary circunstances.

G course, as a ban canpai gn we think that there are no
ci rcunstances under which this weapon should be used.
Bt for those wo are staying outside of this Treaty there
shoud at least be arecogitionthat it shoud be resorted to
only under the nost extraordinary circunstances. W have
nat seenthat in noch of the recent coflicts inthis regon

| wll close by just nentioning that part of the
uni versalization and inpl enentation of the Treaty requires
active nonitoring of how governments are behaving. The
I has established something called the Landmne
Mnitor System which consists of a globa reporting
network. Miny people in this roomparticipate in that g obd
research network. And a mine database in fact just went
public three days ago and is nowavailabe. It invdves the
production of annual reports. This is the first one that ves
rdleased & the Frst Meting of the Sates Parties to the
MBT in Mputo in My of this year. It has 1,100 pages
covering every couttry of the world their nmine ban pdicy,
production, stockpiling, trade, use, mine action prograns,
mne awareness, mne clearance, victim assistance
prograns; and it assesses the progress in the problens in
all these areas. This is our way to hod governnents
accoutae onthisissue It isthefirst tinethat & enents of
civil society have cone together in a systematic and
coordinated way to try to nonitor a hunanitarian lawtreaty
or adisarnanent treaty. The Mnitor al so provides us wth
the neans to continue to try and convince the non-party
governnents that they need to be part of the new standard
of behavior reecting this weapon. Through this and every
other neans at our disposal, pressure wll continue to cone
fromthis canpai gn.

M adimr Podolin

Chair, Departnent of Emergency Situations
and Post-Conflict Reconstruction, Mnistry
of Nationalities, Russia

| positively agree wth the decision of the Qnference
oganizers toinvite representatives o state structwres. This
wll endble ne ad other of ficdd reresetaives to odiver
the concern of non-governnental and public organi zati ons
strugding for peace over the use of aterrible weapon a the
end of the 20th century to the governnent.

The nine problemis a worrisone issue. For nore then
10 years, | vas invdved in coflict resduion activities,
including two years in Aghanistan. | knowa lot about the
consequences of mine use. | net a lot of peopl e nai ned
by nines, and see such people here as well. Wfortunately,
Russia does not always take care of those who wvere
nained in nilitary conflicts. The nain task of the sub
division of the Federal Hunanitarian Departnent, and my
personal task as well, is torender practica assistance in

conflict resol ution. Nowadays experts fromny Depart nent
work in the Chechen republic, MNorthern Getia,
Karachaevo-Cherkessia, and the republic of Ingushetia
They pursue the state national policy concept, interacting
wth both state bodi es and non-governnental organi zati ons.
This strategy dlows us to acquire nore reliad e infornati on,
adyze it ad of fer proposals to devel op correspond ng
governnental deci si ons.

| believe that al perticipaits o these conferences nust
cooperate wth governnental organizations. Qur depart-
nent, for exanple, works closely wth socio-pditica
novenents, verious parties, and internationa organi zations
carrying ot activities wthin conflict zones. Bfore coning
to this coference, | participated in a semnar caled
"International Aert" that was devoted to peace-building
neasures in conflict zones, including the northern
CGaucasus. The Declaration they adopted is ained at
coflict prevertion

Ps a delegate to this Gnference, | amgoing to pursue
further the ideas of peace and civil concord, and apped to
ny superiors to gt invdved in the activities aned a
adherence to the Qtawa Gonvention because nines bring
pain and suf fering irto hunan lives. | wsh afrutfu € fat to
dl paticipants of this Gnference and success in ther
futhe adivities.

Archi | Burdzhanadze
Qol onel, Chief Physician of Gentral
Hospital, Georgia

Mlitary

I amgoing to share the experience of being chief of a
fidd hospitd, wich | vas dring the nilitary operations in
Aokhazi a.

In the 1970s, ny colleagues were optimstic about
organ-saving operations after blast trauna, but | cannot
share this optinmsm even theoretically, because blast
trana includes: 1) detonation; 2) tearing of f of linhs;, and
3) devel opnent of traunatic shock. The nain destructive
factors are: percussion action, flane and gas, and mne
fragnents. The pathogenesis of blast trauna includes:
contusi on and commoti on (due to percussion action), and
severe deep destruction of soft tissues. Gntusion and
comotion results inthe disturbance of externa and tissue-
breathing functions, of nmicrocircu ation, the depression of
i muni ty, the disturbance of blood coagul ative function and
the rhedogy, and of vitd organs’ ad systens' function
Danaged organs and tissues produce pathol ogic af feret
(pain) inpuses, wile the corse of blast trauna is defined
by such factors as blood loss and post-henorrhagi c
anema, shock, distant organ danage (in 34 days if a
person survived), intoxication, and thronbotic events. Thus,
organ-saving tactics are under question, wile the nain
purpose is to save the victims life We categorize bl ast
trauna as: tearing of f of linbs and segnentation, miltiple
fragnentation inuries wth nol tiple bone fractures, wth and
wthout infuies of principd nerves and blood vessds;
nitipe ad sditary fragnentation inwies wth sditary
bore fracture, mitipe fragnentaion soft tissue inuies,
wth or wthout penetrating iues of vitd ogas, sditay
soft tissue inuies combined wth cranid and cerebrd
inuwies, closed inwies of chest agans wth o wthout
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pneunot horax; cl osed injuries of abdomnal organs; severe
mitiple trauna of linkbs, cerebral and spinal trauna
thoraci c and abdominal trauna, which usually occur when
anti-tank nnes are detonat ed.

Based on the Georgian Arny organi zational structure,
the folowng two types of field hospitas vere forvarded:
bettalion ad posts and brigade hospitals. The aid post
provides nedical assistance wth the ef fot of 16 pecde,
including 3 prysicians in the fdlowng subd visions: sorting
block, surgca hbiock, reanination block, and gperation hall.
Bty people, includng 18 physicians, provide for the
operation of a brigade nini-hospital wth two operation hals,
a reanination and intensive care block, and two bl ocks for
wound dressi ng.

A the beginning of the Abkhazian war, bulet wounds
vere predominant, accounting for 76 percent of al wounds;
another 8 percent were burns, and 9 percent mitipe
trauna and blast inuies (due to anti-tank nines).

Sarting from Qtober 1992, battles becane nore
severe and in 1993 blast injuries accounted for 62 percent
ddlinuies

The reorgani zati on of field nedicine vas i nposed by the
severity of infuies or sdders vere suf fering. Thanks to the
invention of a newapproach, sanitary | osses did not exceed
2 percent. The proxinity of nedca ad posts to the
beitlefield dloned the first adtovicting to begn wthin 0
nmnutes after the acci dent.

Loui s Maresca
Legal Dvision, ICRC Swtzerland

| will folowup, to sone exent, to the conments you
have heard this norning fromJody WIllians and S ephen
@ose who have both nade references to anti-personnel
(A nires ad their wility, o perhgps, ther nnuility, ad
specificdly to the Internationa Gxmittee of the Rd Q oss
(160 vk inthis fidd

There are as you know a nunber of states that,
citing their specific circunstances, cotinue to believe tha
AP mines are an i ndi spensabl e weapon of war and cite their
uility. It was one of the big dostacles or issues that was
present during the international negatiations first in 1995-9%
to anend the International Treaty of 1980, the Gnwention
on onventional Weapons (Q3/. And it has al so been
present throughout the Qtawa process and the devel op-
nent of the Mne Ban Treaty. The mlitaries have often cited
that AP mines, if properly used and used i n accordance wth
the mlitary doctrine, woud have linited ef fects on dvilian
popu aions. Ad they have often cited the irreguar use, o
the use by irregular forces, as the | eadi ng cause of the nne
problem But as nany of us know, theredity onthe ground
has been nuch dif feret, intha irres-pective o the type of
caoflict o the forces invdved, there have been high level s
o civilian casudties ad utdd anouts of suf fering ad
| ong-l asting soci o-econonic ef fects. In conjuxction wth the
cotinued references by nany nilitaries to the uility of AP
nmnes, there was an acute absence of any studies that
shoul d have been conducted supporting what appeared to
be based on an assunption. And when states were asked
"what kind of studies have been conducted; what kind of
analysis exists," none vas ever found.

Based on this, the | GRC deci ded to conmissi on a st udy
on the mlitary use and ef fectiveness of AP mines. The
study was authored by Brigadier Patrick Hagden who had
a career in conbat engineer in the Bitish arned Forces
and who al so served as a Senior Denmining Advisor to the
UN peace- keepi ng operations and as Technicd Drector for
the Geneva Genter for Hinanitarian Demining. The study
exanmines the mlitary use of AP nines in 26 conflicts from
1940 to 19%5. It includes a variety of arned conflicts, bath
inenaiona and internd, wth professiod as wel as
reguar forces. Actual ly exanined was the ef fectiveness of
AP nines when they were used, as well as sone
indcaias o thar tragc e fects |ong after the coflict. Ad
Gneral Reay will speak nore and provide a little bit nore
hard data

But just in sunmary, the study was then presented to
the Cmittee of Mlitary Bxperts, wo have careers in
conbat engi neering, who were involved in the laying of
mnes and i n demni ng, and who had al so been invol ved in
nany of the conflicts cited in the report. Fdlowng are the
highlights of sone of the conclusions that were adopted
unaninously by this Gonmittee of Mlitary Experts. The
first conclusion was that there has thus far been no
extersive evd uation of the historica ef fectiveness of AP
mnes. As | said before, this was true during the
negotiations, and even though nany nilitaries cited readily
the wility of AP mines, there vas very little docunentation
supporting that. The second conclusion by the mlitary
experts was that nmaintaining an extensive border
mnefied is expensive, tine-consuning and dangerous,
and it is useless wthout constant observation and direct
fire. The fundanertal part of nine warfare is that for a
mrefied to be ef fective as a barrier it hadtobe ket ina
good foomand it had to be covered by fire, otherwse to
bridgeit vas relaively easy. Mning a one does not prevent
irfiltraion Wthout surveillance, reguar forces cod d pass
very quckly. The third conclusion in the conflicts that had
been examned, and in general practice, it is extrenely
df ficdt to use mnes in accordance wth tradtiond nilitary
doctrire. To sone extent, this was supporting the ef fects
that have been seen underground by nany of the
hunanitarian organizations. And dif fiadty in patice o
course, nay not always resut fromintention. The fourth
conclusion is that the cost to forces of using AP nines in
terns of one's om castalties ad loss of technicd flexbility
issigificat. Threcited fact isthat mintanngamrefiddis
dangerouss and, of couse, oce a mnefiedd is lad it
becones an auto-deposing force: it linmts the technica
fledblity o the face thet lad it. The mrefidd is just &
lethd tothe gypositionas it is tothe mrelinked arny.

The experts concluded that the military vaue of AP
mnes is questionsble, and that in ligt of the oovious
hunani tari an consequences that have been seen, the
uility is far outwei ghed by the hunanitarian inpact. These
are the highlights of the | GRC study.

Qe of the key el enents in the devel opnent of the Mne
Ban Treaty and the Qtana process has been the fact that
nlitary have cone to recogni ze the linted nilitary val ue of
AP nines and have been wlling to re-examne the wility in
light of the devel opnents that are occurring around the
vworld. W wud ask the mlitary representatives that are
here, and ather participanits, toread the study and fed free
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to conment or engage the IGRC and any other mlitary who
bel ongs to a state party to this treaty, and to reconsider the
uility of AP nmres.

Gordon M Reay

(R.) Lieutenant-General, Advisor to
Canadi an Anbassador for M ne Action,
Canada

It isagea pessue for ne to jan wth so nary |ike
ninded peopl e to see how we can progress even further in
riddng the planet of ati-personnel (AP nines. Your
agenda is a very conplete one, covering alnost every
aspect of the probl emfromhunanitari an denining to victim
assistare to mlitay uility. In ny brigf presetaion |
voud like to tedl you about the Gradian ef fats in findg
aternatives to AP mines and perhaps, to pose sone
challenges to sone people in the audience at the sane
tine

The Ganadian objectives in aternate technol ogies are
twofdd first, to determne if ad wat types of dternaives
to landnines might be required by the Ganadian Arny, ad
second to of fer idess and infornation to other countries,
particdarly those thirking of siging o ratifying the tresty.
The vork is being done in tw separate institutions but on
roughly the sane lines. Qe institution is reativey new
the Ganadi an Genter for Mne Acti on Technol ogy, were the
focus is on pure research and devel opnent. The second is
led by the doctrine witers in Any headguarters, and is
supported by the Any Saf f Qllege and the FArst Ginadi an
Dvision Headguarters. Their focus is nore on applied
research, wth an enphasi s on doctrine, force structure, and
equi pnent .

The paradlel studies are roughly in two phases, wth the
first phase ending this cal endar year and the second phase
schedul ed to commence in January, wich wll dso teke
about one year. Fhase one can best be described as setting
the scere It indves aful literaue search o the practicd
ad red effects of AP mines on the bettlefidd There is a
series of scenarios we have developed that wll alow
conputer nodel s to exanine the ef fects of |andmnes and
of possible alternatives. The nain or baseline scenario is
that of nmdinensity conflict, the one deened nast likdy to
invol ve the Ganadi an forces. However, scearios wil dso
be devel oped for operations other than war and for border
oeratios. Ardly, the conputer nodels wll be used to
evd uate dternati ves.

The prdimnary resuts of the first phase are causing
gray-haired generals like ne to wonder why our absol ute
faith in the overridng benefits of |andnnes seemto have
been so bady misplaced. It would be safe to say that no
mlitay, awhere inthe verld wil wilingy fafet a usefu
veapon system that has been part of the doctrine and
equi pnent for decades. But it has been done before, wth
dum dum bul lets and chemcal weapons being but two
exanpl es. And certainly once politica decisions have been
taken, the job then requires militaries to idetify redace
nent technol ogies, to determine if other systens aready in
place can be suf ficient to close the cgpability gap, or sone
conbi nation of the two. Qr research in the conputer
nodel ing has deternmined quite enpirically what that gap
can be and what alternatives shoul d be consi dered.

The analysis of over a dozen conflicts from the
Arrican Gvil War tothe Gif Wa, shows that the overdl
dfect of landmines on the battlefield anount to sonething
betveen two and six percent. Thet is to say that of al the
casual ties onthe battl efield, no nore than two to six percent
of themwere caused by AP nmines. And when one consi ders
the tine and ef fort required to place and nai ntai n the nines
on a mnefield, wen one considers the |abor involved for
the benefit achieved, the AP mines seens to have been a
Very poor weapon system

It is dso inegesting to nte tha in terms o the
devel oprent of the mine over tine, unlike a nost every
other weapon, the inpetus did not come from the
operational requirenents staf f of the armhes, but rather
fromindustry. It isinportant to note as we| that the type
d nine that seens to have had the nost ef fect is the area
nmne, not the blast or fragnentati on mne. There have been
virtualy no incidents were nmines and ninefields had a
decisive ef fect against a determined eneny. And again
vhen you neasure the expenses ting labor, ad
loggtics  for such a snall increase in conbat powver, isit
vorth that ef fort? Nevertheless, tw to six percent does
suggest that alternatives shoul d be exannned, though those
adternatives do not necessarily nean the invention of new
requi renents.

fs the arny now turns to atermatives, it has to be
conscious of a nunbber of factars. The first, of course isthe
ceratteristic o the laxdirg the fact thet it isrdidde the
fact thet it is chegp etc. You nust consider the noral e ef fed
on your omn sol diers sddes fed safer, thethary thet it
economzes its force, and so on. And, of course, the inpact
on eney forces, the fact thet it does inflict casudties, that
it does freeze farcesinpace that it does o fect sdders ad
conmanders, and, of course, it af fects thar norde

And you nust consider the tradeof fs and the ba ancing
acts that are avays invaved in nilitary decisions. Oh the
one hand, the use of nines does require a high labor ef fat
for alowoperationd inpact, and it requires a gea ded o
logstics; but on the ather hand, any aternative technd ogy
cannot be any nore expensi ve than the AP nine. And what
is this optinum bal ance between surveillance, obstacles,
and other weapon systens? Wat are sone of these
dternatives? Sone are letha, sone are not. Song can
conpensate for the lack of nines wthout necessarily
addng ay costs a dl, simply by incressing drect fire
weapons at the platoon and squad level, or increasing
indirect firea conpany and bettalionlevel. Better and nore
use of barbed wre, plastic nesh and trip flares provi des
early varning and separates the infantry fromthe arnor on
the bettlefidd As every day goes by, shdf radars ad
acoustic sensors are al so beconing nuch nore af fordad e
for dl arnies. Qher alternatives incl ude nore sophi sti cat ed
nan in the loop sensor systens, conbined wth hunan-
controlled Gaynore varieties of nines. Gonii ning sensor
packages, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (LAS) and renote
caneras torenotel y control led nortars and artill ery weapon
systens, as well as nachine guns, is yet ancther variant.
Addng farings o fins to rifles extends their ranges ad
lethdity ad hedps to provide tha integated close in
defense that nay deternmine the outcone of a battle.

Ad there are also non-letha aternatives. Sone of them
mght strike you as science fiction, but they are being
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devel oped and studied as | speak. And some will be quite
dfective for exanple, noisenakers, sirens, strobe lights,
and even odors. Cheap stun weapons, dazzle lasers and
optica flashes, high power nicrovaves, new types of
entangl i ng devices to immobilize infantry and stop wheel ed
vehi cles, even super-adhesives, anti-traction agents, and
fast-hardening foans, which can be delivered either by
troops on the ggoud o by artillery these are dl baing
exanmned in | aboratories around the worl d.

| have net wth nany senior of ficas sdf, odlee
students and instructors, and others; those from the
countries that have signed the convention and those that
have not. Too nany of themtry to drawa direct |ink between
the highest inperatives of nationd security, on the one
hand, and the central place of this tiny little AP nmine in
the defense plaming of the nation It is anost a psy-
choogica issue Anest as if the country cannot be
defended unless it retains this tiny little AP nine. Sonehow
this weapon that you can hdd in your hand or place on the
ground in front of you carries nore weight in peopl € s mnds
than the nest nodern nain battle tank, aircraft, or varship.
Qur studies (pure | aboratory research) showthat AP nines
have a very low ef fect on the success in battle, ad are
doten counter-productive, particdarly intoday' s strateg es of
naneuwver and of getting inside the decisioncycle of your
opponent. And even in the one area of battle where you
voul d think they might nake a decisive dif ference the
last 100 neters of an assault onto a prepared position, the
dfect eventhereis five percent o less.

The audience is well avare of the psycho ogica ef fat
onthe soldier of suddenly finding hinself inthe mdd e of
a mnefield, afraid to nove forvard, or sidevays or even
backwards for fear of stepping on a mne. It is ny persond
opinion that that fear that arises is not one of dying, but
d one being nained, of losing a leg o worse, one's
nascul inity. Goups of soders caught inamnefield, frozen
in fer, cause the whole advance to stop and provide a
reso ute defender wth the opportunity to bring ef fedivefire
to bear and defeat an attack. But this analogy hol ds true
fo any attacker facing a determined foe. Anotor strike, an
artillery bonberdnent, an anti-tank or attack helicopter
assaut, al have the sane ef fect. In dl these cases, the
intid reaction of asdder is either to fdl to the goud
and seek cover or to rush the defender. WMat the separates
the AP mine fromall other weapon systens that have the
sane ef fect? And why are these mnes banned and ot hers
aent?

The nain reason is their pernicious nature, their
longevity, thar & fect onthe dvilian popd aion thar lack of
discrimnation and the fact that they are the only wespons
onthe bettlefidd that are victimactivated The inuries they
cause are out of proportion to their purpose, nuch the
same way dumdumbul | ets were before they were banned.
They stay in the gound for years, long after the nilitary
purposes have been achieved. And despite pleas from
arnmies that they always use nines responsibly, nark them
properly, and keep neticul ous records, the fact is often they
do not. They forget, they cut corners, the eneny disrupts
their planning and execution, records are lost o they no
longer occupy the terrain in question, even though their
cvilian popd aios nay still live there

Yes, on the one hand we expect armies to use al

available weapons in their arsena to acconplish ther
strategic and tacticad djectives. Bt on the other hand,
there have al ways been restrictions placed on armes, from
the tine of the Gde of Chivalry through to the Geneva
Qrvertion. In other words, civilized nations have a ways
agreed to abide by international hunanitarian law, to
accept the doctrine of proportiondity, and therefore to place
restrictions on howtheir troops are enpl oyed and equi pped.

S wet codd abettlefiddlok likeinthe fuue wth no
landnines inthe arsend ? | wil tak of the technica aspects.
A attacker wll naneuver forward and cone under intense
survel | lance froma variety of sensor and radar packages,
on the gound and in the air, nany of them linked to
renotely controlled veapons, both direct and indirect. H
wll have no idea fromwvhere the surveillance is enanating.
Because he is under fire, he will know, of course thet heis
being observed and taking accurate fire. As he tries to
maneuver closer, he wll runinto sirens and no senakers, a
wde vaiety o ligts ad dazzders that wll dsoiet his
drivers and crew conmanders. He will encounter barbed
wre ad pastic etages tha wll stop his infatry ad
chew up the wheel s and transmissions of his vehicles. He
wll encounter well-hidden anti-tank trenches and other
obstacl es. Indirect weapons wll fire foans and other agents
that wil case hisvehidestospninther tracks, crashino
other vehicles and generally disrupt his novenent. Qher
agets wll act as akind of super due, poming vehicles to
roads and track surfaces. Mcronave emissions wll further
confuse him And, of course, he wll continue to encounter
anti-tank mines, al o them protected by anti-handing
devices, and nan in the loop AP mines, such as the
Caynre. Al of thisisgangona the sane tine as heis
being pounded by all the lethal weapons the defender can
brimgto bear inthe famd atillery, ar strikes, ati-tak ad
vehicle missiles and so on. The attack fails, the eneny
wthdraws, the friendy forces nake counter attack, pursue,
naneuver for another strategic advantage, or conmence a
strategi ¢ advance, abandoning the ground they had just so
tenaci ously fought for 20 minutes ago. Bit inthis case the
ogound |eft behind has nat been littered wth a singe AP
nine, and yet the ef fects of the nine have been achi eved
just as vell, if not better and nore econoncal ly.

I hope | have given you a good idea of wiat ny country
is ding ad of sone of the aternatives to |andmnes that
dready exist or wll exist inthe nerest fuue There is no
singe sduiontothe prodemd dternatives. Qutries wil
adopt sd uios that best fit ther circunstances, bt dl wil
use sone conti nations of what | was talking about. And |
urge those countries that have not yet signed, particdarly
the Defense Departnents, to take of f the Hinders ad
exanmne the uwility of alandnne wth a cdd heart of facts
and figures, not enotion. And you can only cone to the
concl usi on thet these things have got to di sappear .

Asl| ambek Asl| akhanov

Academ ci an, Chair, Union of Chechen
Peopl e Living Qutside the Hstoric

Mot her| and, Russi a

A present, the Chechen people are being "mned' by
the mass nedia Chechen refugees are dying of fanine,
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cold, and diseases; we are wtnessing an on-going
hunani tarian disaster in the region, wiile Rissia insists
thee there is no dsaster! W& have been "nined' so
drasticaly that not one country outside of the @S has ever
triedtod fer shelter to a sing e Chechen refugee, not even
until sunmer, not even to wonen o children. Ater the
hunanitarian catastrophe in Kosovo, even the renote
@l onbi a sheltered 20,000 refugees, Gernany nore than
20,000, Italy and Spain 19,000 each. The Chechen peopl e
get refusals instead of visas. The Russian border security
services retained ne in the Mscow airport, even though
ny Chechen nationality is not indicated on ny passport,
and even though | have done nmore for the WSSR and
Russia than nost of the acting governnental of fidds Bt |
have a Chechen nane! M friend was kept for 40 ninutes,
ad on arivad inThlisi ve learned that the border security
vas intending to deport us back to Mscow.

| vat to adkess dl participats. The situgion in
Ghechnya is catastrophic, especialy for nine victins.
Hsptas in Ingushetia have overfilled wth victing; owr
nei ghbors cannot af ford such inflove of refugees, for they
have 30,000 of their own refugees from the Rigorodny
region. Gurently they have 230,000 nore refugees than are
dfiddly regstered the red figure of refugees exceeds
300, 000. These poor peopl e stand in queues for days for a
loaf of bread. Avery snall part of hunanitarian aid reaches
the rea "consignees," people who are suf fering from a
severe lack of first ad, prinarily pharnaceutical products.
We are trying our best to provide a nost persona
hunanitarian aid. Vitdly inmportat is the proision o
prosthetic ad to nire victing these prosthetic shops
should be opened in Georgia, Anenia, and Russia, for
Chechnya cannot af ford to do this & this pant. Cechen
people living outside of Chechnya do not have noney,
because they are not allowed to earn noney. Thar
busi nesses are prosecuted; their conpanies are being
closed down under any artificia pretext. Hwever, it isa
duty for a (hechen person to take care of his/her
grandparents and relatives wo are in troude.

Gonsequent |y, if swrgcad and rehebilitation services are
mt provided, we are going to | ose nany nore hunan i ves,
for we cannat provide for themoursel ves.

| fed ill a esse to ask for any assistance, because
Georgia shelters nore than 200,000 Chechen refugees,
ad recently vas hit by a natwd dsaster resuting in
thousands of honel ess Geor gi ans. Arneni a and Azerbai j an
aeinaveysinla situation, sow are not asking themto
shelter our refugees, but naybe to render assistance in
prosthetic services o ather vitd needs.

| am addressing friends from dif ferent countries
perticipating inthis Qrferecel It is nt the mlitary thet is
to blane for the mned lands. The nilitary took an cath and
it is fdfillingthe wll o therding pditidas. S ve aeto
address the pditicians to stop nanufacturing and using
mnes and other weapons of nass destruction.

| aso hope to wtness the "nord demning' of the
Chechen people. W are ordinary people, and Chechnya
used to have the best crimnal record wthin the forner
WBR Nowwe are being called bandits and terrorists. The
outrage against crimnas all over the vorld wo are taking
hostages is sonething we share. W ask you to exdain to
your countries that the Chechen people are trapped. W
a so ask you to deliver any hunanitarian aid on the ground,
not through governmnental structures, if you want those in
need to get it. | amspeaking nowon behalf of the Lhion of
Chechen People Living Qutside the Hstoric Mtherland.
We are nore than one nillion Chechens, Russi ans,
Ingush, Arnenians, and other people i nhabi ting
Chechnya. W wll adhere to your activities to pronate dl
ideas and tasks that will be forml ated here.

Russi a has accumil ated significant experience in nine clearance and has devel oped reliable and sophisticated nine

cl earance technol ogies that are being constantly noderni zed.
Mne cl earance incl udes 3 principal stages:

- Srveillance of an area and detection of expl osive devi ces;

- Qearing an area of unexpl oded ordnances UXG;

- Ontro procedure to assess the quality of perforned nine cl earance.
Inductive nine detectors, such as IMR2, or M2 for invater works, are used to detect |andmines, or anti-tank nines
o oher UG wth anetdlic shdl. For the detection of ather types of mines, i.e, shdled wth ather than neta naterids,

mul ti-channel MMP detectors or others are used.

The conpl ex use of nodern detectors provides the reliable and ef fective detection of al nodern expl osive devices, as
vell as of WWI devices that have beenideinthe soil for nore than 50 years.

Afewwords about the staf fing of nmine detection services: In noedern practice, dogs are one of the best neans of WO
detection. The best trained for Russia s specific environnent are the Gernan hounds. The training of dogs consuned tine
and ef fort: the conplete course lasts from10 nonths to one year. [pg trainers are aso trained for five nonths in the sane

center.

The nedi umservice life of anine-detecting dogis 6-8 years. During this period, the dogs have daily genera training ad
special mne searchtraining 23tines aweek If adogfalstodetect a least one of five hiddenmines, it wll beether rgected

o retrand
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Mdern nine cl earance technol ogies are based on the so-caled cell-system i.e, the target areais divided into cels by
n& or and perpendicul ar, or additional, paths, that are narked by clearly visib e signs. Each nenlber of the teamgets either
pat of acdl oo awde cel for clearance operation. The clearance procedure is perforned twcee, i.e., repeated on the vay

Mdern technology includes the obligatory contro of the quality of clearance. Qntrd groups are assigned by
coordinating bodies. Gntrol groups revise the cleared area randomhy, naking control paths 50 to 100 neters one from
another. Areas were a single WXOwas detected are to be re-cleared conpl etely.

M andlysis proves that Russian technologies, invaving doube o triple clearance and quality contro operations,
guarantee the international standards of nine cl earance and conply wth WN standards of hunanitari an demini ng.

The followng nethods are used in the process of nine cl earance:

- nmanual demini ng

- nechani cal search

- blast techni ques

- conpl ex cl earance.

Mnuad demining is the basis of adl existing techndoges, far there is still no equiva et nechanica substituie for a
deniner’ s live hands. Mchani cal sl acking and bl ast techni ques are basic for clearing nine barriers during the battle, but they
are auxiliary to hunani tari an denini ng.

Cenining teans are usual |y equipped wth special KRE kits for nanual demining. Newy devel oped devices serve to
noder ni ze and inprove the quality of traditional kits. Exanples are devices for the non-detonating destruction of U, new
types of nanual slacking or neans for the delivery of devices to a nmined area, non-nagnetic probes, persona mne
protecti on devi ces, and Wl ast-loca i zi ng devi ces.

Mchani cal sl acki ng i nval ves the use of the fo |l owng devi ces:

- nechanical nine traws for contact slacking (i.e, nechanica detonation, surfacing, displacing, or destruction);

- specia equipnent for non-contact slacking (i.e., through various physical phenonena);

- conpl ex equi pnent for sinultaneous use of both slacking nodes.

The bl ast denini ng technique is based on the use of known bl ast paraneters of various expl osives, which, when applied
on a mnefield, provide either detonation or nechanical danage to |aid nines.

The conpl ex use of nodern detection and denini ng techni ques provi de ef fective hunanitari an demini ng.
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PANEL 1

Regi onal security: Landmnes on borders (Krasnyi

hurani t ari an dem ni ng

Anzor WMagl akel i dze

Col onel , Counsel or to Commander -i n- Chi ef
of Uhited Forces, Mnistry of Internal
Affairs, Georgia

The Red Bridge (Krasnyi Mist) is located on the junction
of three borders: Anenia Georgia, AezerbaijanGorgia,
and Azerbaijan-Anenia. Acerbaijani settlenents nei ghbor
the Red Bridge area in Gorgia

@Gs codits ad a strategcdly sigificat fidd road
pass through this region. During the Anenia Azerbaijan
coflict, dl neigboring territories near the border vere
mned, including Georgian territories. Ninerous nine
accidents were reported in the area, sonetines entire
fanlies were killed by mines. Incidets of Azerbaijani
citizens' intrudng oto Gorgan territay wth the amof
mning the paths of fud tanks ddivering fued to Anenia
vere al so reported. As arule, demining teans detected new
mnes next to exploded mines, thus nine clearance
operatios resuted inthe spill-over o the ef feds o mlitay
conflict between ather repblics onto Gorgian territory.
Nunerous episodes of gas conduit danage done by
Azerbaijani citizens have al so been reported. | vant to point
o that dl these everts vere rdated to the mlitary coflict.

Mne clearance is aways a risky venture, whatever
safety neasures are undertaken. If only anti-personnel
(AP) landnmines were involved, nine clearance coul d
be done by powng through the soil wth tractors. Bt

Qference participants supported the proposal to declare the Krasny Mst (Red

Mbst) and

unfortunately, in red life the sal is wudly nined wth a
variety of mines. Hmnanitarian demining is out of the
question when anti-tank nines are laid. Athough anti-nine
slacking provides for the safe denmining of geographically
peculiar areas, narrow tracks, narshy places, nountain
areas, etc., coudd pose obstacles to tanks bearing slacks;
thus nanual demini ng becones the only sol ution.

Aif Yunusov
Chair, Azerbaij ani
Landm nes,

Canpai gn to Ban
Azerbai j an

The problens of the Red Bridge area were already
di scussed during the April neeting in Tsinandal i, Georgia
It is necessary to define the zone of confrontation in the
Nagorny Karabakh conflict, as well as the zone of the
stae border (about 7 kiloneters) between the three states:
Georgia, Anenia, and Azerbaijan. The issue is that
there was no denarcation of the borders (a conmon
problemfor the forner UBR republics, as all borders
vwere conventional, i.e., narked only on naps) on the
one side ad the indfinte respasihility for dearing the
planted mnes was |eft for the other side. Recognizing
that, it is clear that nmine clearance should be provided
by the jan dfats o dl three staes, possidy wth the
participation of international organizations, once the
denarcation has been conducted. The joint ef forts shadd
be viewed as confidence-building neasures.
The Aerbaijani and Georgian sides have

Bidge) border area a confidence area and facilitate its demning as soon as aready resdved the prodemat the leve of
possi bl e.

their foreign mnisters (except for ninor

details). Sone conplications commng fromthe

Anenian side should be settled at the

governnental level. Rublic organizations coud

facilitate the process. Gwvermental of fidds

- to be nore exact, representatives of frontier

services and Foreign Mnistries, did not

perticipete inthe Tsinandal i neeting.
The nost urgent problens regarding the
mne issue are as fdlovs:

m  how to render assistance, for exanple,
to Azerbaijani citizens living in the
Georgian frotier territories vien border
denarcation has not yet been conduct ed;

m how to nake progress on the cease-fire
agreenart, i.e, bring about the siging of
a Peace Treaty in the Nagorny Karabakh
coflict, ad in Gorg a Akhazi a conflict.
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| sincerely hope | have outlined the nest aarming
issues and that this discussion wll hep inprove the
situation. Let the Red Bidge area becone a start.

Al bert Kal t akht chyan

Vi ce- Gover nor, Tavush- Marza Provi nce,
Armeni a

Qur province has 400 kmof borders, including 350 km
shared wth Azerbaijan and 50 km shared wth Georg a
Dring the conflict, nines were laid by both parties, but
mnefield naps are nissing. W have denarcation |ines
instead of borders, thus areas deep into the province
territory were mined, and 9,500 hectares of agricutura
| ands have been abandoned due to the nine danger. Qr
nei ghbors are in the same situation. The problemhas two
aspects: hunanitarian and economc. Farners are deprived
of the harvest from nore than 9,000 hectares of nined
lands. Mnre clearance issues wll be resoved by our
gover nnents. W have recently wtnessed regul ar neetings
anong the three Presidents. W are odiged to support the
popd ations of the problemfrotier aress, i.e, infomthem
about adhering minefields. | appeal to international
organi zations to participate in our nine avareness ef fats
It is reasonable, fromny point of view, to educate the | ocd
popd aionfirst, ad thento provide nine clearance  when
mnefield naps are availabl e wth the e fats o lod
experts.

We ae trying to buld a "bridge" wth our e ghbors,
while before we could do it only through Georgian
internediaries. For exanple, a wiile ago | had a 5hour
neeting wth the governor of Kazah (situated next to ljivan).
A nunber of mutually inportant issues were agreed upon
and arranged, such as the construction of water channels,
wich wud be a jont effat, o initing inerdiod
organizations working in the area for discussion on the
finances. The project needs about $15,000 to $20,000 of
investnents, but this would guarantee the restored
econonmic and trade links, and consequently, the restared
peace in the area. This woud aso help resove nine
cl earance probl ens, border problens, and other issues of
concer n.

Al exander Kobel ashvili

Departnent of State Borders, Georgia

Mnes are a painful problemfor the entire CGaucasus.
Gorgia has 7 kmof mnefiel ds fromthe Red Bridge to
the cross-border of the three states. As a forner chief of
the Rd Bidge frontier post, | know the issue. Gorgia
started to guard this border when the Abkhazian Wa
began. Mlitary operations in the Nagorny Karabakh var
started in 1991 and lasted until 1998. Qwiously, Georgia
had no reason to nine the discussed territories because
of its neighbor relationship wth Arnenia and Azerbaijan,
so | take dl responsibility in insisting that Georgia hes
never laid mnes in the Red Bridge area. The Arnenian
and Agerbaijani parties coud have mined the area for
control purposes. Athough when you are in the Red Bridge
area you never know exactly on which territory you are,
Anenian, Gorgian, or Azerbaijani. Thus, al three states
shoul d define the course of nine clearance. | regret the fact
thet the Foreign Mnistries of Anenia and Azerbaijan
are still not ready to negotiate, and that Georgia
perforns nmine clearance on both neighboring territories,
wile the ef fats  the Georgi an-Azerbaijani conmissi on
vere frutless. It is necessay to provice the jant e fats o
adl three states, wile inernational organizations coud
render financid assistance, dthough| fed ill a ease saying
this. Georgia, Arnenia, and Azerbaijan can provi de experts.
Ix experts  two fromeach side  woul d define the costs
o the wde venture. Al specidists vere trained in the
sane Russi an school .

Mney could be entrusted to a neutral party. This vay,
ve can report at the Third Gnference, that the Red Bridge
zore is free of mnes. Thisis ny proposal .

There are still problens wth Nagorny Karabakh and
MAkhazia, but while Karabakh personifies the conflict
between the two states, Gorgi ans have no conflict wth the
Mkhazians. The territory is occupied by Russian troops
and so-cal | ed Northern Gaucasus conbatants. There is the
risk of a new, ucordlade var bresking ot in the
Gacasus if international organi zati ons do nat intervene.

Bagi r Godj ayev, Lieutenant-General, Departnent of Sate Border, Arerbaijan:
Wo is responsible for mning the Georgian Red Bridge territory? Fowbig is the mned area? Are there any mne cl earance

ativities?

Badri MNatchkebia, Centre for Research on Terrorismand Political Vioence, Georgia

The discussed area i s adjacent to the Georgi aAzerbaijan border and is inhabited by ethnic Azerbaijani people. For the | ast
four years, 44 nmine victing and killed cattle were reported. The last nine incident vas reported in Novenrer 1998, The
estinated nmned area accounts for 15 square km Deminers have detected Russian, Italian, and Israeli mines. Set up in
1998, the Georgian Gnmittee of the IAL carried out a series of activities and organi zed a fewneetings i n Azerbaij an and
Anenia N33 fromArnenia and Azerbaijan joined the last neeting held in Tsinandali. Before conducting a denarcation
of the borders, internationad organizations nght share the mne cl earance ef farts wththe invd ved states. | have a proposal :
toreplace the Mnistry of Defense forces by the border troops of Anenia and Azerbaijan, for they are likely to reach a faster
and mutual understanding. There woul d be no probl ens wth denarcation, though nines are still a big problem evenif no
regi stered nine acci dents have taken place in the Red Bridge area since 1998 (data fromAezerbai jan and A neni a i ncl uded).
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Art hur Sakunts
Chai r, Vanadzor Gfice, Helsinki dtizens’
Assenbl y, Armenia

| vat to touch upon the regional safety issues. Wthat
denocracy and civil society, we cannat provide real safety.
Mlitary neans can never gquarantee it. | wodd like it so
nuch, of course, if the Presidents of Anenia and
Azerbaijan ordered their armies to clean the Red Bidge
area of nines. Bit we have towork alaot to nake it happen.
The necessary poitica and socia emviromnent in the
countries should be created by non-governnental
organi zations: "W do not want people to die anynore in
our courtries, woever they are by nationdity;, we do not
vant the noney of our tax-payers to be used for the
purchase of nines."

S, vwe have to adhere to an active civil position,
declaring that nines are the nost inhunane weapon.
Feopl e should be aware and denand that their politicians
spend noney for peaceful purposes, rather than for the
purchase of veapons thet kill civiliars.

| do agree that the Rd Bidge zone is a synhdic
territory that shoud be cleared of mines by ajont e fat. In
our case, the problemwth Azerbaijan is a probl embetween
politicians, not between non-governnental organizations.
Gonsequently, it is nongovermenta organizations that
should raise the discussed issue up to the governnental
levd. It isna thetineyet, fromny point of view, tod scuss
puely technicd o financid issues. Internationd
organi zations cone and help those who are trying to help
t hensel ves.

Azerbai jan Arny servi cenen confirmthat they still find mnes in
the Krasny Mst border area

QUESTI ON- ANSWER

A exander Kobel ashvili, Departnent of Sate Borders, Georgi a
We keep di scussing the inva venent of international organizations in clearing the Red Bridge area of nines, but still we
cannot define their exact input. Shouldn't we ho d a referendun?

Arthur Sakunts, Chair, Vanadzor Gfice, Helsinki Atizens' Assenbly, A nenia:

For ne, the nost inportant issues are hunan life and hunan rights. | amAnenian and | think that if ny country spends
noney for the purchase of weapons, only public opinion coud interfere. S, | think a referendumis necessary e ther
Anenia, or Nagorny Karabakh, or Abkhazia are involved when vitally inportant issues are discussed. Let us avoid any
actions escd ating the conflict; let us destroy weapons that kill civilians. Qr novenent shoud enrd | al non-govermental
organi zations of the southern Gaucasus. Mrina Sallier proposed to organi ze an a | - Gaucasus peace acti on novenent, and
thisis one o the possibe vays to exress the will of civil society wen pditicians faill toresdve existing pradlens. | am
going to pronate this action, axd | annat going to sit and veit for the mnisters ad frotier officids of Gorga ad
Azerbaijan to settle the probdem
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PANEL 2

M ne awar eness prograns

Gei r Bj oersvik
Techni cal Advi sor,
Nor way

Norwegi an Peopl es’ A d,

Qur organi zati on has accunul ated a certai n experience in
deli vering nine avwareness prograns to civilian popul ations.

To start and to nake your ef fat d fective, you shoud
estinate the general situation in the region and the neans
at your disposal. In Mzanhique, for exanple, there are no
TV broadcasts, so, we had to use other nass nedia tool s.

It is reasonable to use simltaneously nore than one
route for spreading infornation. Gwiously, TVand radio are
very ef fective, but prograns in high school s and secondary
schools are effective as well. The inclusion of nine
anareness prograns in school curricula requires close
cooperation wth the Mnistry of Educati on and the provi sion
o tranmngfa irstructas.

Acther orignd approach is the erdlnent of |oca
cd ebrities and wel | -known peop e, such as rock-stars, actars,
rdigous leaders, into nmine anareness activities. There is
an arsenal of nethods that could be used sinultaneously.
For exanple, the denonstration of a landmine "potertial ,”
the wounds and suffering it causes, are & once very
i npressi ve and unforgettabl e.

The coordination center is very inportant for the proper
organi zation and perfornance of nine awareness
prograns. Such a center, for exanple, operates ef fedivdy
in Azerbaijan

A niine-anareness | esson for children of the Gaucasus.

Nelli Ailova
Armeni an Committee, Hel sinki
Assenbly, Arnenia

I wil not talk about the nethods of propaganda that are
wdely used in any propaganda canpaign, although they
are at our disposal. Qxtain investnents are necessary to
provide mine awareness prograns in an environnent of
econonic crisis. Anenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia canrely
on the assistance of international organizations acting in
their territories, while snall repudics such as Gechnya,
Ingushetia, and Getia are in a nore dif fiadt stuion
especia ly wen the arned conflicts in these republics are
nt over yet. | thirk it iswsetojanor &fats. Acreaive
teamof experts fromthe invol ved republics devel ops and
creates posters, video clips, and nanuals, and works out
nine avwareness prograns wthin hal f a year, wichwll then
be translated into the languages of the region and
disseninated anong the popul ation. Special school nine
avnareness prograns wll be devel oped by the joint ef fatsd
the mlitary experts and school teachers, and then
instructars froma |l repdics wil be trained Forner Soviet-
era mlitary schod classes were proven to be inef fective
and non-conpl i ant wth current tasks and chal | enges.

dtizens’

Martin Van Harten
International Gficer, Helsinki
Gtizens' Assenbly, The

Net her | ands

| am positive about the idea of a
transnational Information Genter in the
Guucasus. (operation of activities on this
issue can be probenatic, thus the rde of
international organizations is crucid in
establishing and developing links. Qur
organization, the Hisinki Gtizens' Assenly,
has accumil at ed research experience not only
in the southern Guwcasus, but aso in the
Bal kans. W support al kinds of cooperation
ad ineation especidly in coflict frotier
reg ons.

: Snce 1992, our organization has addressed
:t.l ala o €forts to devel op cooperati on between
.\ Aerbaijan, Arnenia, and Georgia, including the
. Arnenian and Azerbaijani people of Nagorny
Kar abakh. These contacts were built on a nut ual
confidence basis. We have every reason to
i believe that these cotactsinthe frotier regons
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wll devel op even further. Wen a nilitary conflict bresks
at & happened in 1991-92 the civilian popd aion of
bath conflicting parties is degrived of the nornal practice of
conmuni cation. In Kazah and Itchivan, we participated in
rescui ng hostages and searching for those missing, and
we worked on both edges of the minefields. However, the
replacenent of the military subdivision in the area has
inerfered wth or & fort. Qr nissi on vas to provide direct
cotacts betveen the confronting parties in the coflict
zone. This involves nine clearance operations as well.
Particuarly inportant are the roads. They are heavily nine-
infested, and to provide o peacefu initiative, we have to
nake these roads a least wakable. This refers to the
Mniul region in Gorga W have to take care of nine
avareness prograns in af fected areas.

The Hlsinki Gtizens' Assently would support all
intiaives aned & oganizing jont prgects and expert
groups dealing wth nmine awareness issues, as well as
nmine eval uation and nine cl earance issues. W\ woul d al so
strive to nake governnents aware that such contacts and
cooperation are of vita inportance for the popdation of
nine-af fedted territaries.

Tenmur Sakhoki a
Mne Victim Georgian Canpaign to Ban
Landm nes, Ceorgia

| woul d suggest that the Mnistry of Education start nmine
anareness prograns wthin the 10-kil oneter security zone
were the mlitary conflicts took place. Mne awareness
anong the local popuation is of crucia inportance; the
peode wil be gaeu for the intiaive The simitaneous
training of instructors can be organized by the Ehg neer
Forces of the Defense Mnistry. | wud aso suggest
narki ng dangerous areas wth specia signs; for exanple,
placing light reflecting nine-danger signs next to road sigrs.
Al types of mines can be displayed on these signs, for this
kind of infarmation is no loger classified (excet for
technicd details). M third progposd is to organize traning
semnars on nine awareness for school teachers,
especialy wthin the prinary school system For the
teacher has the strongest influence and can persuade
schoo children to believe that mines are dangerous. Al
schoal s i n mine-endangered areas shoul d be invol ved. The
tragedy of Qechrya has just started a lat of trobde is
anaiting the refugees wen they start returning to ther
hones. | address the Azerbaijani | GRC representatives to
share their experience and dissemnate whatever
know edge they can anong refugees in Ingushetia refugee
canps. The optinal way is to nake naxi num copies of
what is available at the nonent and have a target group of
activists dstribute the nateria s in mne-endangered aress.

Musa Jal al ov

Program Coordi nator, Azerbaijan Commttee
of the Red Oross, Azerbaijan

| vart to share our experience wthin the franes of the
mne awareness program that has been carried out in
Azerbaijan by the IQRC since 1996. Qr program has
covered the frontier areas of Arzerbaijan and MNagorny
Karabakh, i.e., about 20 nine-endangered regions. You
have seen already our video and posters. The infornation
you vant to deliver should be clear and eye-catching. W
started wth the brochure describing the types of Swiet
nnes, types of mnefields, and their location. Furthernore,
we designed a few posters and distributed them in
popul ated areas, prinarily in kindergartens, schods, and
institutions, as vell as ather crowded aress.

Then we prepared special prograns for schools, for
ve had to take care of 500 schools in forner battle areas
and another 500 schools in occupied territories. The
schod intiaive vas a jont ef fort; we worked together
wth our Sniss colleagues. W prepared semnars for
school teachers that were acconpani ed by a denonstration
of posters and nodel s of nines and ordnance (one- and
two-hour seminars). Al schod teachers got speciad 34
pege | eafl ets wth basic infornation on the issue. Later on,
we nade a video and distributed it anong school s through
educational conmnttees.

There is no doubt that the Mnistries of Education and
Def ense shoul d cooperate to provi de adequate security for
cvil poppdaios, to dear infested territaries from nines,
ad to odiver suficient nmine awareness prograns to
endangered areas. The ICRC has prepared a special
bookl et on nines for schodl s that wil be presented soon to
the Mnistry of Education for distribution

Karl-Heinz Sirli
Counsel or, National
Deni ni ng, Azerbaijan

Comm ttee on

Qur Gonmttee, supported by the WN and the
governnent of Arerbaijan, is engaged in nine clearance
and mne control operations, in providing nine awareness
prograns and nine victim rehabilitation, as well as in
creating a conplete infornation database on the nine
problem Fnancia suppart for al these activities cones
from UNDP, the governnent of Azerbaijan, the World Bark,
and the governnents of GCanada, MNorway, Japan, and
Swtzerl and.

In oder to gt fimancia support from internati ond
sources, you shoul d devel op a sophisticated proect wth al
financial details. Qr Qmmttee has aready got 4l
necessary docunents and is authorized to start denining
training prograns and nine awareness prograns in
January 2000.

These facts allow ne to propose that the Azerbaijan
National Gomttee becone engaged in mine control and
nmne cl earance operations in the Red Bridge zone, as well
as in rendering assistance to mine victing. Internationa
financid organizaios wll nat suyport mlitary structures,
but they woul d support hunanitarian denining prograns.
This is the adternative chosen by our Gnmittee.

The governnent of Saitzerland plans to render financial
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support to nine clearance operations in the Gacasus. In
order to address our governnent, you should prepare
specific detailed prgects wth cear budgets. For ny part, |
am ready to help in developing such projects and
forvarding them further for the consideration of the
governnent of Swtzerland.

Al eksander Russet sky
Coordi nator, Georgian Commttee of
Hel sinki dtizens' Assenbly, Georgia

The Georgian conmittee of the HCA has its own
understanding of nine awareness issues, and our action
prograns require investnents. W understand that we
shoul d present live projects wth a financia assessnent of
the problem targeted. For exanple, currently vwe are
negotiating wth the Ninistry of Educetion for the possible
support of our nine awareness program | think sinilar
projects can be developed in Anenia |ngushetia,
Dagestan, everywhere. It is N33 that nust devel op such
proects and introduce themat the governnenta |evel .

We face miltiple probl ens, including protectioni smand
corruption, in providng adequate prosthetic aids to nine
victim. | thirk it is or task to coperate wth of fidd gae
structures and the Mnistries of Rblic Hath Defense
Foreign Affairs, and BEngineer Forces to provide
internedi ate prosthetic aid to those in need In order to
dfectively resolve the mitiple problens of nine victins,
we should start wth organizing adequately equi pped
infornation centers in the entire Gucasus region. A
netvark wil alowfor atinedy ad ef fective infornationdl
exchange, bringing up the level of our mutual infornational
pdicy ad ef fectiveness.

We have delegates from the newy born novenent
"Refugees Against Mnes." Fomny point of view we
should wden this novenent to include a network of |ocal
oganizations, but in the very begmming, the nucle of any
netvwork are the infornationa and organi zational centers. |
think ny approach should be shared by representatives
from Ingushetia, Arnenia, and Azerbaijan, as these
republics are acquainted wth an influx of hundred of
thousands of refugees. Nobody else knows better the
probl ens of refugees than the refugees thensel ves.

Tamara Osmanova

Drector, Derbent Center for Socio-
Psychol ogi cal Rehabilitation and
Qulture of Peace, Dagestan

Qur Center was born under the auspice of the Lhited
Nations Educational, Sientific and Gitura @gani zation.
(UNESCO on the southern borders of the Russian
Federation. W provide rehabilitation for inmgrants and
di spl aced peopl e, those wo are af flicted by the nunerous
psychd ogical traunas that usua ly characterize people in
conflict zones aggravated by honel essness.

The najority of this group consists of wonen and
children. W& have started wth a prinary nedica aid
progyam and ve plan to invdve our students init as vell,
since Derbent has a lot of them W do not have rdiable

data on mne victing, but according to the sources of the
Mristry o Inerd Afars, the nuer of recent conflict
victing reaches 710 civilians, anong them540 injured and
170 killed. Aot 110 of themare thought to be the nine
victing. Snce ve have just started our activities, ve ae
here in Thilisi to awsorb the usefu experiences of ather
organi zations that we wil get to know
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PANEL 3

Joining the Qtawa Process: (bstacles and opportunities

M khai I Nagor ny
Li eut enant - Col onel , Departnent of Engi neer
Forces, Mnistry of Defense, Russia

| represent a structure that is characterized here as a
fiend sowng death and injury. W know the danger of
nmnes better than anyone el se does, we face it daily. Qr
dficasriskthar lives ddly tosaethelives o dvilias.

The Chief of the Ehgineer Forces is deeply concerned
wth the nine probl em

Many speeches enphasize the ineffectiveness of
nmnes, wile nines caused 57 percent of al losses in
Aghanistan, 30 to 50 percent in Vietnam and Korea
Athough oy 2 to 6 percent of bettle ef fedtiveess is atri-
buted to nines in "nodern’ assessnents, statistics say it
is 50 percent.

Mres, hidng in the goud for years vaiting for their
victing, are not only a conmunity concern, but ours as
vdl. Russia has adhered to Rotocd Il of the Geneva
Q@nvertion. Athough it has not yet been ratified the
Engi neer Departnent of the Mnistry of Defense has al ready
been fufilling the articles of the Grvertion for a fewyears.
Russi a has stopped the use of blast mines; it stopped their
production in 1991 HBast nmines are used only in linted
perineters to protect the Russian troops and are under
costat surveillaxce as in the case of Rissias ati-
terrorist operation in CGechnya. Thus, nmines are used
uder ful cotrd wth the purpose to pratect troops, and
arcraft mining wth sd f-destruct nines (destruction wthin
40 hours) is used to block nountain routes from Chechnya
to Georgia Speci al i zed subdi vi si ons started nmine cl earance
operations in Dagestan and Chechnya, for exanple. In the
Novol ack region of Dagestan, deminers have al ready been
working for 1.5 nonths and nore than 100 hectares of
land have been cleared of nines and other WX, Qi
deminers work in Kosovo, Bosnia, and Abkhazia. But a
conpl ete and ful | -scal e denining i s beyond our possibilities,
for we have limted nanpover. Grerdly, we can provide
only our vital needs, but denminers, neverthel ess, are a vays
wthin reach if a shell o mine is reported sonewhere by
avlias

President Yeltsin declared Rsssids intention to ben
mnes in Srasbourg, thus the noratorium on nines not
conpl ying with the requirenents of the Geneva Gnvention
(i.e., nondetectable and non-self-destruct nines) was
extended. Poduction of blast nines, including cassette
nmnes, has ended. Sockpiles of the nost dangerous types
of |andnines PWN and PM\2 are being destroyed
(about 800,000 have already been destroyed to date).
Mne arsenals are being destroyed as well at Georg an

mlitary bases followng the agreenent wth the President
d Gorgia

We stopped the export of landmnes in 1991 wth the
exception of Russian arsenal s in the forner UBRrepublics
under governnental agreenent. Russia al so stopped the
transfer and trade of mines in 191 Al Russian armes
recei ved recommendati ons on the use of mines based
on the Geneva Mnvention requi renents. Mlitary training
is also organi zed in conpliance wth these requirenents.

Russia is ready to adhere to the Qtana Gnvention, but
has to first replace landmnes by alternative weapons,
and is not ready to do so now It usudly takes about 10
years to develop a new type of weapon. Some of the
aternatives to mnes are successfully screened: for
exanpl e, blinding devices by g asses; noise generators by
ear pratective devices. Thus, these atermatives significatly
lose thar ef fectiveness. Fences and other nechani cal
barriers do nat redly fit into nadern bettle for they lack
nobi ity and their instalaionis tine and | abor consuning.
Athough it is not essy to find an aternative to | andmnes,
the prodlem nevertheless, wll be sdved, and Russia wil
jointhe Qtava Gnvention wthin 10-12 years, wile in the
neantine fulfilling the Gneva Qnvention. Hast nine
stockpiles wll be conpletely destroyed by 2010-2012. W
cannot nanage this earlier, taking into consideration
Rissias huge teritoy and, for exanple, considerade
transportation expenses. Uilization itsef needs finances
that ve are | ooking for now

A fewwords about cooperation wth Georgia. Gurently
we have Georgian students in Russian nmilitary school's, and
ve wll provide mlitary and technical personnel to organi ze
training and hunanitarian demining on the teritoy o
Georgia. However, in oder to conply wth the Russian
Federation's Gnstitution, al these undertaki ngs shoul d be
first agreed to a a govermental level. W are ready to
neet any requirenent if thereis an of ficia address fromthe
Geor gi an gover nnent .

| vart tostress that dl mnefields instaled by Rssiain
Aokhazia are under control. VW do nat take responsibility
for nminefields instaled by other parties, athough ve
actively participate in their clearace, leaving oy oe to
two percet of the initialy instaled landmnes and other
UX® behind. Yesterday | learned that ny university
classnate died vhile denining an aviati on bonfb.

As to the mning of Ol o, Russia has acknow edged
the errar, nade apologies, and assred Georgia that it wll
cdear theinfested territaries.

Presently, Russia is preparing naps of thousands of
mnefields in Aghanistan, to pass them over through
Paki stan or Swtzerland interned ari es.
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Yuri Donskoy
Chair, Wkrainian Canpaign to Ban
Landm nes, Wkraine

| think that there are no contradictions between the
Geneva and Qtawa Gonventions. The Gtawa Gonvention
dfers a conpl ex approach and sol ution to the probl em of
landmnes and UX®. Qur troubdle is that al these ef fats
aelinted to mlitary issues.

This refers to Wkraine as vell. The cost of Wkraine's nine
stockpiles anounts to 242 mllion. Trug it is had to lase
invested noney. Mreover, the destruction of these stack-
ples wll reqire $10 nillion on average. Bi the resd uion o
dl mrerdaed ppddens wil cost about $L hillion Thus, the
cost for mne destruction and neurdizaion o the e feds
caused by nines outwei gh the Wkrainian mlitary budget by
three tines. This means thet Wraine wil not be dde to
resd ve the prod emitse f. The sane goes for dl repdics of
the forner LBR including Georgia and Russi a

The current standards in the forner USSR republics
d@f fer and do not conply wth the WN standards, hence the
|andmine issue should be discussed at an intergovern
nental level by an ad hoc intergovernnental conmassi on
on the Qtavwa Gnvention, conprised of representatives of
al states. The Geneva intersessional comnmttees and
working groups are not ef fective fromny point of view
Wkraine is represented in Geneva by an of fidd framthe
Foreign Mnistry. Besides, Wkraine hes linted its activity on
the issue to only one expert group on stockpil e destructi on,
wile ather features are sinply i gnored.

| think that an Inernational Guncil of QS Bgneer
Forces’ commanders (as well as other military divisions)
vwould be useful. kraine's Engineer Forces do not par-
ticipate in internationa mlitary cooperation prograns.
There is no coordinating center that would accumi ate
redaive infornation from foreign sources, process, ad
Odiver or disseminate it to related services. Rissia ad
Gorga are in the sane situation. There is only an expert
group consisting of governnental of ficids ad rere
sentatives of N33, but unless there is a legd besis
regulating the relationship wth governnental structures,
the latter would rarely hear the opinion or reconmendation
o the experts.

Qe of the inportant tasks of the novenent to ban
landmnes is to create a reliable organizationd and infor-
national supporting network that would nake all ef fats
much nore ef fetive

A nonth ago, a neeting of the Intergovernnental
Gommttee a structure of the @uncil of Heads of @S
Sates of sodiers adinernationa af fairstok pacein
Kiev. The CQommittee, headed by the president of
I ngushetia, Ruslan Aushev, develops the legd basis for
d mlitay veteras’ ad mlitay victing' issues for dl @S
states. Thus, we are trying here to address the needs of
nmne victing wthin the franework of the Qtawa process,
while in parallel an intergovernnental structure is
engaged in the sane issues. There is an ad hoc
departnent on social and nedical issues inthe dSand a
specid irstitwe in 8. Retersburg, i.e., the estadishnents
that are supposed to pronote the Qtawa process. It is
logical to formilate the Qnference’s proposals and
address themto the S governors.

Wkraine is preoccupied wth the stockpile destruction
process, showng zero results in other aspects of the
Qtawa process. Tredtiadly, it is the Ninstry o Dfese
that takes the decision to jon the Qtawa process, and the
Fresident cannot subnit a docunent for ratification to
Parlianent if his opinion is not shared by the BEngineer
Forces. Thus, the mlitary departnent acts like an obstacle
toinproving the nine situation in genera, o in addressing
the needs of nine victing and veterans, wvhich inevitadly
resuts innewvicting and financia | osses.

Loui s Mareska

Legal Dvision, International Coomittee of
the Red O oss (ICRO, Switzerland

Afewwords about technical support to mine cl earance
and di sarnanent ef fats

Aty governnent in need can apply for technical and
finacd supot to be ade to fufill the provisias o the
Treaty. Donor states can wiite ther patetid to render
technica, financial, and ather kinds of assistance. Fdlowng
the agreenents, the recipient state reports on the proects
that have been supported. An exanpl e of such cooperation
is the Ginadian support to the lkrainian governnent in
view to provide the fulfillnent of the Qtava Treay
provisions. Support and assistance is very inportat in
providing other states chances to join the Qtana process.

The ather inportat issue | wil touch on briefly is the
states’ responsibility for nonconpliance or vidation of
the Treaty provisios. Rinarily this refers to illegd
ativities wthin noncotrdled territories. Fdlowng the
Treaty provisions, a responsible party should provi de nine
cl earance and pl acenent of nmines under strict contra wthin
a guarded territory. Viodations are disputable wen a
particdar state canat provide cotrd over the linted
taritay, does not use AP mines, and is not a party to
Qtavwa Qnvention. Athough any state should undertake
neasures to prevent the use of AP mines and the violation
of norns postulated in the Tresty. Ths refers, catany, to
territories uder state cotrd. Legd provisions shoud
prevent any vidations of these norns.

Tinely and adequate steps to guarantee conpliance
wth the Treaty provisions would be viened as the best
understanding of the idea of the Tredaty.
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The nunter of landmines disseminated during the arned conflicts in Nagorny Karabakh, Tgikistan Transdnestria,
Aokhazi a, and Chechnya pose a great threat to the populations in the inva ved areas. In Abkhazia only, 150,000 nines were
depl oyed dong the Inguri river in the so-caled buf fer zone (N data, Hunanitarian Departnent). In Nagorny Karabakh,
accordng to IRCdata, at least 50,000 dif ferent types of nmines were depl oyed formboth sides.

Detection and destruction of one nine costs from$300 to $1,000. The sane noney all ows the purchase of 100 to 330
new |andmnes. Mdern renote deploynent techniques wth the use of aircraft, artillery, ad missiles dlow for the
dissemnation of up to 2,000 nnes wthin nnutes over the targeted area. Wth this in nind a demner’s e fort night seem
like Ssyphus’ burden. There is one nore detail: the average hunan cost of every 1,000 destroyed nines anounts to two
desths and four inuwies for denners.
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PANEL 4

Landmnes on the territory of the forner Soviet mlitary bases.
Gooperation on the | andmne probl embetween mlitary bodi es

and civil society institutions.

Abstract fromRoundt abl e D scussi on

D generaya Vaht ang
Commander of Engi neer Demining Unit,
Mnistry of Defense, Georgia

| would like to cooment on the period wen Russia started
the transfer of forner WBR military bases to Gorg a
There vere vid aions on both sides, but | wll speak oy of
those which | wtnessed nysel f.

The first dyject is the stockpile o atillery amonition in
QGeauri. The fina transfer dates to the years 1992-1993.
The etire peringter ad part of the territay of the mlitay
base was nined, basically by PMN2. There were nine
acci dents even anong the Russian mlitary (a case wth the
dficer reported), so mine clearance executed by of ficas
demners lasted for a nost three years, interrupted by fire
in 1996 and reneved in 1997. In 1997, one soldier lost his
eyes due to a mne accident, and only afterwards did nine
naps appear. Theeaestill ifestedteritaies nths bese

The second object is a pontoon battalion in Mheta. PWN
2, PF'Sand PFS'1 mnes were laid along the perineter,
fragnentati on nines on the Kura-river banks and near the
lake. About 700 nines were cleared, and further control
revealed no nines. W experienced a severe deficit of
technicd devices for mne clearance; in particuar, theeis
no a singl e professional nine slack in the Gorg an arny.

A the end of the 1980s, the airport in Kuta si-Kopetnari vas
nined, nostly by PMN and PMN2. W plan to extend mne
cl earance operation in the spring of 2000.

Al eksander
Coor di nat or ,
Hel si nki

Russet sky
Ceorgi an Committee of
dtizens' Assenbly, Georgia

These areas are mined wth what? According to ny data,
the areas discussed are known as anti-tark fields.

Dj gener aya Vaht ang

These territories are nmined by |andmnes. Al nentioned
areas were nmined by Russian units. There are 7-8 such
areas in Gorgia. Near Vazian, onthe territay o a forner
ar defense unit, a few bast nines were cleared. In the
Lonovo settlenent, 3,600 nines have been cleared
altogether to date, excluding self-destruct mnes. There are
still nore mines in neighboring Shenako, but we stop nine
clearance during wntertine. W\ have to work wth "naked

hands"; there is no ad fromthe Russian part, but we

cooperate wth frotier uniits.

Al eksander Russet sky

Wat do you know about Shevardnadze’s attitude toward
the use of |andnines?

Dj generaya Vaht ang

| do not know, but probably the head of the BEngi neer
Departnent of the Mnistry of Defense has sone
i nfornation

| vant to address the delegates wth the request either to
render aidintechnicad eqiprent o to perticipate injant
mne cl earance prograns, for ny demners work wth naked
hands or use outdated equipnent, and they are never
revarded for their extrengl y dangerous work.

Al eksander Russet sky

Do you knowabout the Presidential Decree stating a 20-fol d
nonth sal ary reward for each cleared nine?

D generaya Vaht ang

Thisis not the Rresidentia Decree, but the regu ation of
the Mnister of Defense, authorized by the President
and Qmander-in-Chief of the Georgian Arny, E
Shevardnadze. The provisions of this regulation envisage
an amard in the anoutt of 5 to 20 mininal salaries,
depending on the degree of conplexity (3 degrees).
Accarding to the reguation, the degree of conplexity is
defined by a conmissi on, then the coomander applies for a
revard.

Al eksander Russet sky

Do you think the danger of your work is not conpensat ed
fa?

Dj generaya Vaht ang

Qr Mnistry of Defense does not have finances for it.

Al eksander

For exanple, if you had cleared 100 mines but were not
conpensated for it, what would you do?

Russet sky

Dj generaya Vaht ang

We are soldiers and we just continue to performour duty.
Qe day people wll say "thank you' for wvhat we have done.
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Al eksander Russet sky

| address ny question to the Ninistries of Defense of
Georgia and Russia: which nechanisns regulate the
transfer of nilitary ojects and howdo they red |y vork?

M khai | Nagor ny

Li eut enant - Col onel , Departnent of Engi neer
Forces, Mnistry of Defense, Russia

There is aschedue for the trasfer of military beses; it hes
been executed since the first day of the independence of
Gorgia The inposed mning or fencing in of bases in order
to prevent the leakage of arnaments cane out of the
nunerous incidents of attacks on military settlenents.
Moreover, the transfer procedure could not be observed
everywhere because the Russian military were pushed out
of sone areas, nhever having an opportunity to pass over
mlitary docunentation, including mne naps, as it
happened in Mheta. Mst bases were transferred
according to the protocd, and ve would not listen to the
"voi ces" saying that the bases went to the wong peopl e,
because al transfer acts were authorized by the state
stanps. As for missing mne naps, each particular case
shoul d be exanined to find the reason and ansver.

Al eksander Russet sky

Wo should deal wth the issue of the nontransfer of
minefi el d naps? The procurator’ s of fice?

M khai |

| suppose we should ask those Georgian military who
happened to acquire nine naps recently. \Were did they
get them and where were these naps before?

Nagor ny

Al eksander Russet sky

| vat to discuss the legd aspects of this issue. CGinnd
liability is quite clear in the case were sonebody burned a
house causing the death of its inhabitants. In the case of

Nun@rous niine inci dents have occured in this area wthin the forner Sovi et
mlitary bese a the junction of the Kora and Inguri rivers.
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nmlitary bases, mines are the issuel Wo is to provide
expertise onthe vid ations of the procedure by both i nval ved
perties?

M khai I Nagor ny

M offidd trid codd be intiaed ody fdlowng an
gplicationto the procurator’s o fiee

Comment fromthe Mnistry of
Def ense of Georgia

According to acting reguations, the party that deploys
mnes should provide the acconpanying docunentation
and transfer it to aother party dong wth the mnefie d

Al eksander Russet sky

| uderstand, but reported vidations nean that contra
nechani sns are not always ef fective. | do nat understand
why the Russian and Georgian Mnistries of Defense do not
intiate crinmna proceedings over negected ninefie ds.
Wy do the contro nechanisns of the two Mnistries fail?
Soudd | think that not a singe tria was ever conducted
fdlowng dl these vidaios, indudng the inddet in
Gseauri ?

Al exander Kobel ashvi | i

Department of State Borders, CGeorgia

| want to conment on the attacks on FSU nilitary bases
d scussed earlier, indudng theinrusion of mlitary goups,
the arrests of Russian conmanders, etc. The context for
these cooments is missing, nanely, thet dring the tramsit
period fromthe UBSRto Russia, the Russian mlitary were
plundering and taking mlitary anmunition ot of Georgia
We had to stop this leakage, intercept bl ocks, and arrest the
amunition traffic. There is an episode when indignant
civilians fromneighboring villages spontaneously bl ocked
thetra fic, dthough, | voud nat say it vas correct.

Question

Gan you give an exanple of an incident when
anmuni tion was plundered by representatives
of enforcenent structures?

Al exander Kobel ashvi | i

wedl, | can, but consider both parties
resposible for that. Anoth after the transfer
o the mlitary bese in Vazianit it turned enpty,
because the Georgian military had plundered
ad sdd dl amnition In such a case it is
o, dfficdt to blane any party, it was sinply cheos.

= Al eksander Russet sky
i Does this chaos continue today, on Decenter
g 6th 19997
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Al exander Kobel ashvili

The current border transfer procedure of fers an exanpl e of
a civilized and high-level approach: all border posts,
equi pnent, arnanent, and mlitary objects are accurately
transferred on schedu e. Al border posts were transferred
by schedul e.

Al eksander Russet sky

M next question is about those terrorist groups whose
nining activities caused | osses anong peacekeepers.

Comment fromthe Mnistry
of Defense of Georgia

Do you nean an Inguri Rver areain Abkhazia? Qur nilitary
have never been over there; it is Russian and Georgi an
troops that operateinthe area

M khai I Nagor ny

| do not blane either the Russian or the Gorgian side, and
| geerdly try to aod pditicd issues. | oly staed 20
accidents in 1998 and 31 in 1997. There wvwere also
accidents in 1999. Peopl e keep dyi ng.

Al exander Kobel ashvil i

The Abkhazian side blanes the Georgian side. W can
reformil ate the question: Peacekeepers are the Russian
mlitary that changed their nationd helnets for bl ue berets.
Wiy do they stay and die in Abkhazi a?

M khai I Nagor ny
Peacekeepers have cleared 23,000 of W and mines. If it
vere not for them 23,000 accidents coul d have happened.

Al eksander Russet sky

This question shoud be addressed to paitica decision
naker s.

Al exander Kobel ashvil i

You could also nention 123,000 of W3 as well. Bit the
issue is that we have our omn professiond's, let thema so

perticpete

Al eksander Russet sky

This question shoul d be addressed to pditicians.

Al exander Kobel ashvi | i

For years, Russians have been bl aming Georgia for the fact
that Russian military keep dying in Abkhazia while Georgia
does not appreciate it. For God' s sake, |eave Abkhazi a and
do not blane us any nore.

Al eksander Russet sky

| ask speakers to show mutual respect for each other. The
issues dscussed are painfu for al parties invodved W
shoud not engage in pditicd debetes. Qr task here is to

clarify which ways of cooperation might be the nost
d fetive

Comment fromthe Mnistry of Defense of
CGeorgi a

There is an inpression that N33 should necessarily
participate inthe process, dathough "shou d better" woul d be
nore correct. Respected N33 from the Russian and
Gorgian sides wll undoubtedy inprove the at nosphere.

M khai |

We wil not oject to ay Gorgan pudic organization's
intiaive to paticipae in the activities of qperaing
conmissions initiative (the Russian side showed no
intiaive sofar) ad gt acquained wthther activities.

Nagor ny

Al eksander Russet sky

Bit we vwere not even aloned onto the nilitary base in
Ahal tseh, although acconpanied by a representative of a
Russi an organi zation.

M khai |

Wile the Rissian unit is responsible for the mlitary bese,
al procedures are regulated in the Russian headquarters.
You shoul d address a correspondi ng of fice far permission |
doubt their negative response.

Nagor ny

Al eksander
Looks like it isredly anissue of the cutue of behaviar and
pudic organizations do not aways look for infornation in
the proper places.

Russet sky

M khai I Nagor ny

There are specia bodies, for exanple, the press of fice o
the Mnistry of Defense, wose task is to invdve pubic
organi zati ons.

Al exander Yenel yanenkov
Program Director, Russian Committee of
| PPNW Russia

| share the position of ny colleague A Russetsky. W are
not here to cure our past, a past stigatized by an
atnosphere of proxinity, mutual mastrust, and chacs. Now
ve shou d ensure that the process of transferring a mlitary
base is wtnessed by a Georgian public organization and a
joardist, tha they are invited drectly by mlitay o fidds
and not only through the press services. S that the mlitary
are not blaned for secrecy. It dfects our relaionship ad
pdicy. Ad misunderstandings at the presidertia level are
not the reason. presidents are inforned by their press
secretaries, assistants, and consultants, and presidents’
deci sions cone based on this infornation. That is wy |
insist tha the transfer procedure shoud be treated wth
adequate responsibility. | knowthat problens wth al ready
transferred areas exist; | know nmine danger exists. A
Russetsky raised the issue of cooperation on nunerous
occasions. The Georgian military assure they wll cope
thensel ves. There is a cotradiction In a fewdays, | wlil
neet wth a representative fromthe Mnistry of Defense in
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Moscow. Should | nention the probl ens in Mheta and ask
for assistance? Are there mnes | eft over there?

Answer fromthe conference hall
There are none.

Al exander Yenel yanenkov

We do not know, for exanple, the procedure of transfer and
details. Are there mnefied naps? Is there any infornati on,
a least oral, frompeop e viho used to serve there? They are
probably in Mbscow, quite wthin reach; they can cone and
tel thetruh Adit is oly one bese that’s being d scussed

Al eksander Russet sky

The information for the sane area fromthe Russian and
Gorgian sides differs. Qrrections are necessary, the
df ference cones out in a nunber of mine victins.

M khai | Nagor ny
| have a proposal :

D To train nilitary and technical engi neer-denini ng
persomnel in Russian nilitary schods. If you currently
have of ficers studying at the Acadeny the probl emcan
be resal ved,

2 To provide mlitary consultants; you have your omn
experts, but sone extra woul d do even hetter;

3 To cary at mlitary tranng on the goud in order to
teach denmining practices wth the use of available
equi pnrent, to demonstrate new devices and tech-
nloges rigt here in Goga The curent nmilitary
cooperation | awshoul d be observed, i.e., al agreenents
shoul d be first reached a the governnental level. The
mmander-in-Chief of the Bngineer Forces cannot
transfer even a single nine detector wthout the
underlying governnental decision. M commanders
assured ne that there woul d be cooperation neeting the

correspondi ng request .

Al eksander Russet sky
Wo shoul d request this, Russetsky and Yerel yanenkov?

M khai | Nagor ny

It is oy a request froma state structure that woud be
answered, |'mafraid, and not an N®s.

Al eksander Russet sky

If ve assist our governnents to get prepared, forvard all our
intiatives in beforehand for their consideration does it
cotradict the existing rues?

M khai | Nagor ny

The Russian Mlitary Department wll be inforned about
the issues discussed a this Grference, for nilitary staute
obliges ne to report. Bt ny presentation a this
nference does not suf fice to start the inplenentation of
all proposals nade here; of ficid govermentd request is
required. The Chief of Engi neer Forces or the Conmander -
inGief of the Mnister of Defense are not authorized to
take state-level decision thenselves. Qr intiaives can

influence their attitude and opinion, but they cannat guide
their action Neither or nilitary leaders nor yours wil bresk
the state law

Al eksander Russet sky

If we need, for exanpl e, infornation on Mheta, which level
of governnent shoul d we address?

M khai I Nagor ny
This request will be considered by the General Head
quarters’ Gmmander-in-Chief. A recent offidd reqest

from Aghanistan's Mnister of Defense and the IGRC to
transfer the mnefield naps vas resdved a this levd, so
that now our Departnent is preparing 300 naps for
A ghanistan. These naps have a ready been transferred
twee thefirst tine vas rigt after the var vas over, ad the
second tine was in 1996 after the new governnent cane.
Chechnya has never appl i ed.

Al eksander Russet sky

Inoder tofindize or vork, let us pace ar atetiononthe
fdlowng

D the isstle of mlitay equpnent and possibilities for
copraioninthis fidd

2 the legd wingrdility o the nilitaay o the Bgneer
For ces;

3 the igworaxce around the vidaions of the transfer
procedures in the mlitary bases, and the absence of
adequat e control nechani sns;

4 the proposas of M Nagorny: training Georgian mlitary
persond in Rssian schods, mlitay fidd tranng in
nine cl ear ance.

I think that the representatives of the Georgi an B orcenent
structures shoul d di scuss and report on al |l these i ssues and
intiaives tothar chiefs so thet ve hear ther cpnon lae
on

Slence woul d be assessed as avoiding the issue; it is better
to spesk ot on wy a particdar initiative does not seem
satisfactary.

Comment of M khail Nagorny

There are conmerci al enterprises that produce sonetines
better engineer equipnent than that of the regular arny.
You nay buy these products wthout |osing tine and waiting
fa dficial pernmission fromthe governnental and mlitary
structures. Bl sanples, test them and take decisions.
Thstacticis practiced dl over the verld
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PANEL 5

Landmnes in conflict zones and special mlitary/ peacekeepi ng

operations in the Caucasus

Chris Hunter

Center for Peacenaking

and Community Devel opnent, Russia

Qr organization works in the conflict zones of
Abkhazia, Nagorny Karabakh, and Chechnya. W have
sone experience in working in conflict zones in the
CGaucasus. Fromal |l perspectives, thereis one fundanental
requi renent to clearing mnefie ds inconflict zones, and thet
isthe atannent of absoute and transparent neutraity. Itis
dtenverydfficult to get peopl e to understand why you varnt
to clear nmines. Wen we first went to Abkhazia, we spoke
about clearing the mnes in Sukhum, on the Himsta
Mnes had absolutely no mlitary significance what soever .
We spoke wth the authorities in Georgia and asked about
the possibility of clearing nmines. W vere tdd to clear

The protective demining gear see here is designed and produced
inRssiato enable demning inthe nest difficut cond tions.
(Photo: V. Ve engurin)

nmnes inthe Gl regon. Wesaidthat veriskbeingkilled by
Akhazians for clearing mines on the Ingwri Rver, ad the
response we got was, "WI, if you clear nines in Skhum,
vewll kill you" Adthat isthestory of clearing mnes inay
zoreinthis part of thevorld O geat inportance is sinply
to gain the confidence of people. And we have achi eved
that, and nowwe have cl eared several thousand mines and
several thousand itens of ordnance. In Chechnya, we have
not yet nanaged to find cooperation wth the Russians, but
ve are trying there to gain the confidence of the people to
dlovus towrk inthe area

In Nagorny Karabakh, likewse, we cleared severa
thousand nines and 80 tons of ordnance, but wth the very
tacit apgrovd o the athorities inthis area Neverthd ess,
they allowed us to work because we could convince them
thet al we vanted to do vas to clear mines, that ve did not
have any pditica obectives. Ad that we woud not clear
any mines of nilitary sigificance. It is aso of absdute ad
fundanental inportance, when we tal k about cl eari ng nines
in coflict zoes, that there is o pont in trying to dear
mnes that soldiers vant in the ground. Because as fast as
you clear the nmines, sdders wll lay themagain in the
ground. But if you stop wth the nines that no one o ects
to, and you gain their confidence, then it subsequently
becones possible to clear al nines. As an exanple of this,
| would cite or vork in Inguri, were we are now cl earing
mnes around the refugee crossing points. And there is no
ogection to our vork. S, the establishnent of confi dence
ad the denomstration o neurdity is criticd fa nmre
clearance in coflict zones.

Gordon M Reay

(R.) Lieutenant-General, Advisor
to Canadi an Anbassador for
M ne Action, Canada

I wll try to tel you briefly about peacekeeping
operations, not so nuch in the Gaucasus, but the Ganadi an
experience in the Balkans, in Randa, in Somalia, nowin
East Tinor, and to try to speak in very generd terns about
the rde o the mlitary engneers in these gperations. The
basis for beginning a peacekeeping operation is quite
sinply that there is a peace to keep. Ad that inplies
cooperation on the part of the belligerent wth the
peacekeeping forces. That is not aways the case on the
gound, but certainy sonething that has to be established
in the beginning. The purpose of peacekeeping is to restore
nornal cy, to encourage people to return to their hones
and to use their land, and to open the roads, so they can do
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so. Inthe beging, particdarly if you are an engineer and
have no great experience in peacekeepi ng operations, you
havetodoquite ahit of retraning of those engineers before
they stat vork. For amlitary engneer, dl hstranmnghes
taugt himto do is to clear nines in a particda way. In
mlitary operations, the djective is to gt across the
mnefield as quickly as possible. Bt in peacekeep ng
oeraios, the mssion is qute df feet. It is  to gt
across the fiel d and keep gaing; the agjective nowis to clear
the wd e field Reacekeeping sddiers, nest of the ting
ae the first pegde to get ino these a fected areas after
peace has been established It is very dangerous work, it
takes a great deal of tine, and, nost inportantly, it takes a
lot of patience. It camnot hurry and go too fast. Wken a
peacekeeper is clearing aroad, afidd, o ahouse clearing
it 75 or 80 percent is not good enough. The INstandard is
9.6 percent, and it has to be that. VMen peopl e cone back
totheir hones and their farns, they have to have abso ute
trust inyor vards "the fiddis dear "

Tw o three other points. Qe najor dif fiadty o thejdy
inadditionto detecting and renavi ng the nines, is acquiring
information. As an exanple, soldiers nay cone across
nnes that they have not seen before. They have to acquire
data about that nine how does the detonator work, how
isit fused weat is the eqdosive W have conme across
sone countries where even though we are there to keep
the peace they have agreed to, they wll not hand over
that data because they regard it as classified infornation.
Smlaly, it is dfficut sonetines to acquire ninefield
records. Generaly speaking, when you are dealing wth
forned armies, it is essier to acquire mnefied records
because armies do things in a particuar vay. Bt if it isa
civil coflict, there are very fewrecords; often nines have
nat been used for military purposes, but to terrify the locd
popul ation. And there are no records. The debate that goes
on is the debate about techndogy and dd traditiona
nethods of finding nines. Gnpanies will aways tend to
inflate the perfornance of their egui pnent. As an exanpl e,
isit better to spad tens of thousands of ddlars on a very
fancy netal detector, o isit better tohire 100 locd ped g
give themsone basic training, pay thema sa ary and cl ear
the fied that vay? The last pont aso hes to do wth the
locd popdaion it is or eqerience to try to use the locd
population as much as possible. They have the |oca
krovedge, if they are activey invdved in cearing their
lad, they wil vat to emsure that it is cleared properly. It
helps to build up trust between the local popul ation and
the peacekeepers, and it aso provides work for the Ioca
population. Qe fina point as to conpanies and
technol ogi es: Wen a conpany insists it has a very nagic
sduion for dearing the fidd, | wsed to say. "You go and
clear thefidd Wenyousayit iscleared, thenyou bring the
board of directors of your conpany to this field, have them

Yuri Donskoy
Chai r, Wkraini an Canpai gn
to Ban Landm nes, Wkraine

I think General Reay touched on a very inportant issue,
nanel y, the training of peacekeepers for operations and the
training of local eng neer personnel. Al of us have been
in the situations wen a new type of mne or, on the
cotrary, a very dd b, neverthdess, ufamliar og is
used. Al coutries of the F9J face simlar probl ens, and
ve can facilitate their resoution through cooperation on
both governnental and N3D levels. So ny proposal is to
set up coordination centers invol ving N33 in each country.

Aso very inportant is the exchange of infornation on
new nine types that are being used. In ny own experience,
there was a situation when a nine accident was prevent ed
tharks to a very experienced sol dier who suspected the
obj ect was a nine. Bven the nine service of the Mnistry
o Ineio codd nt idetify the type of that mine The
progess of a few days’ effort ves to idetify the nne
nanuf act ur er it vas Yugoslavia. The other exanpl e
refers to Bosnia, where Misling in the Garazhdy encl ave
were producing a new type of hone-nade mines. Qite
often new nines do not have netal parts, so, they are
practicad ly unidentifiade Thus, coordination centers woud
be very hel pful in nonitoring the newtypes of nines.

Qr Gpaign is looking for cooperation on these
issues. In ny opinion, Russian and krainian speciaists
and enterprises engaged in demning are as good as their
vestern counterparts. The only fault is the backwardness in
our policy on standards.

pay a gae of footbal, and then | wll trust your
t echnol ogy*'
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PANEL 6

Medi cal assistance and socia rehabilitation of mne victing

James Cobey
Ot hopedi ¢ Sur geon,
Physi cians for Human R ghts, USA

| vat togppad dl the ef forts of the Gorgians to had
a | andmne conference here and to spearhead the | andnne
canpaign in a region which has been so polluted wth
mnes. | want to thank you for inviting Fhysicians for Hinan
Rghts to this conference to share i deas wth you.

Pysicians for Hinan Rghts vas started just a little
over ten years ago as an organization to use nedica and
scientific skills to docunert hunan rights vid ations. Qr god
has been to assentl e and di ssemnate that obj ective daa

| vant to enphasize that there are two parts to a hunan
rigis canpaigr (1) tocdlect accurate data, ad (2 tods
semnate that datato ef fect pditicd chage It isna enouch
to say that things are bad if one vants to cause change in
pdicy. Qe has to say how bad wth believabl e figures.
Then with that data you have to broadcast that infornation
to the pudic and to deci si on-nakers.

Gven that philaosophy, PFRhelped initiate the | andnine
canpai gn by cd lecting hospita datainthe spring of 1991 in
Gnodia. In that study, | and tw others visited nany
governnental , non-governnental, and Red Qoss hospital s
going through al the data we could find. The estinate vas
that 1 out of 236 Gantoodi ans had been injured by a nine,
vhi ch has si nce been verified to be anazi ngly accurate and
has stunned the worl d.

Snce that timne PR and nany others have been
vorking to devel op standardi zed systens for data col | ection
and recording. Sandardized sinple data collection tods
ad in conparing the probl embetween dif ferent countries,
as vell as neasuring change over tine.

Gthering accurate datais essertia if you vat to nake
a case for change. There are a nunber of systens being
devel oped to gather data. A nunber of organizations are
busy performing sonething called "Level Qne" surveys.
These are inportant surveys that take about a year to
conplete to guide demning priorities. To determine the
extent of the landmine epidenmic, nuch sinpler quicker
systens are needed.

PHR has been working wth the Wrld Health
Qganization (WD, the International Grmittee of the
Rd Qoss (ICR), and the Lhited Nations Mnes Action
Service (NS to develop a set of standardized too s
that any one can use to quickly assess the size of the
problemin any region. Sone of the details of thesetods are
still being redesigned. W have devel oped a nanual on
the use of these tools. Qr god is that any organization or
governnent can use these tool s sinply.

Tereaefivebesictods Frst, amdcd fadlity suvey o
suve llace tod. For sinple dfintion o terms, asuvey is a
one-tine study, that nay be repeated, vhile a surveillance
systemis an ongoi ng systemto collect data. The tod's that
vwe have devel oped can be used in either way. Asurvey wil
g ve you qui ck data and can be repeated to | ook for change.
The Woxld Heath Oganization prefers, hovever, tha
pernanent surveillance systens are set up in hospitas to
repart detatothe mnistries of heath W appl aud ef fatsto
set up pernanent data collecting systens, but they take
nore tine and nay lack reliability over tine

In any case, the hospita data tod is the fastest vay to
gather the size and location of a problemin a country. It is
relatively easy to count surgical procedures done at any
hospita in ay area, if you have access to the hospitds.
This tod actually alows one to calect nuch nore data than
the nuniber of cases if desired. If done conpletdy, it dlos
for cdlection of outcone data of the inued victing as vl |
as denographi c data on the | ocation and ci rcunst ances of
the actud inuy. W recomend that if hospital records are
not easily accessible that the researcher goes to the actual
operating theater logbook. | have never been to a surgica
faility, no natter howsnall, were there vas not at least a
list of the surgicad procedures perforned

The second tool is equally inportant: neasuring the
incidence of injuries using coomunity surveys. PR found
in Mzanbi que in 1994 that 47 percent of the injured never
reached a hospital for nedica care. We of this second tod
takes alittle nore tine and organi zation but it tells you viat
raio to mitipy the hospita data by to ggt an accurate
assessnent of the entire probdlem Wing dl o part of these
two tod's, you have ajective evidence of the size of the
probl emand the general |ocation of mnes. Repeated use
d the sane instrunent can show change and the
d fectiveness of the | andnine canpai gn.

To use the above two tools, renenber you nust have
popul ation data so you can conpare injury rates. Gtting
popu ation deta nay be pditicdly difficut in sone
situtions, but it is essetid that you gve the sorce o the
data to have any reliability or respect. Renenfer, it isrd
enough to say your data and concl usions are accurate; they
must be perceived as accurate by docunentation of
SOur ces.

PR developed three other tools to assess the
capahility of a coutry or regon in victimassistace The
landmne treaty is the first ans cotrd treay to specify
assi stance to victins. Again before treating a probl emwhi ch
nay nean asking for nonetary aid for a country, nake a
dagnosis of the need These tods are helpfu in guidng
donors.
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FHrst, there is atod neasuring the rough capebility of
hospitals to hand ed wounds, then a tool to neasure the
cgehility of the prosthetic renddilitation ceters, adfindly,
but nost inportant, a tool to neasure the ef fectiveness of
rehabilitaion by neesuring socia reintegration

The first victimassistance tod just neasures the basic
mninumfacilities that are availabl e for appropriate nedical
and surgical care. W found, as | GRC has found by working
onthis prodemfor years, that it is hard to neasure quaity,
bu a lesst onecangaspif the physicd pat o the facility
can reasonably expect to handle people wth serious
wounds. | knowof no sinple reliable way to assess quality
and nativation of the staf f except by cl ose observati on over
apaiod o tine If a donor redly vats to help buld the
nedica infrastructure, that intensive observation is
oviously essertia .

The second of these victimassistance tools neasures
the caeility o the rehddlitaion fadlities to faricae df-
ferent types of prostheses. By conparing dif ferat fadlities
wthin one country, donors can then assist in fund ng

The third tod neasures victimsocid reintegration. This
isfuctiodly the nest inmportant of these last three tods. If
victing are not getting back into society or a least wsing
thar prostheses, the rehehilitation ef fats aefdling W have
foud individuals wth as nany as five prostheses fromdif-
feret shops who do not use any of themfor various reasons.
Ths tod, if used forces the hospitds ad rewdiili taion
fadlity to keep records of their petients. Lists of the nunher
of prostheses nade is not a neaningful neasure of suc-
cess, one nust be sure that the prostheses are bei ng used.

We have field-tested these tods in Azerbaijan wth the
help of the Azerbaijan Canpaign, U\P, ad Rdief
Inernationd. Azerbaijan wth a popdation of 7.8 mllion,
has an estimated 100,000 active nines planted in the
Nagor ny- Kar abakh regi on al one.

The first hosptd tod questiomairevarked vell, but it is
being reworked again to fit into the UNVS dat abase. The
team had difficuty getting data hosever, fram mlitay
hospita's. The secod tod, wichis simlar to the hospitad
tod, but designed for fied use, vas easy to traslae into
local languages and teach field staf f to use The hospitd
cgpability tod shoned us clearly that nany district hospitals
are not able to handle trauna due to nany reasons, one
bei ng nonavai | ability of blood on a tventy-for hour besis,
as vel| as lack of anesthesia a dl tines. The rehabilitation
too showed us that nany facilities nake no ef fat to trak
their petients a dl. It vas ade to determire thet 11 to 25
percent of petients need surgica stunp revision. This latter
fact should not be blaned on poor surgery, by the vay,
since sone of these wounds are hard to close. The initial
goal is aclean, hea ed wound. Gten individua s need stunp
revision even in perfectly healed wounds, since residud
linbs change shape over tine.

There is one nore neasurenent you can nake even if
the nunber of inuries is not a large problem That
neasurenent is the fear of mnes. Vast areas of |and cannat
be devel oped do to perceived presence of nines. If you
can neasure that fear wth objective questionnaires, you
al so have data substantiating the need for the treaty and
its enf or cenent .

Again | vant to thank you for inviting FHRto cone to
Georgia to participate and share ideas wth you.

Foma pudic hedth point of view we say tha the
Landm ne Treatyisthevaccinetoprevert inuwies. Al pidic
hedth ef farts stat wth single deta cdlection

PR ad | plead for you to work at sinple data
colection. That data wll becone the foundation for your
actions. Accurate data collection and dissemnation can

change the vorl d.

Ildar Mnnullin and N kol ai Fom n
Mlitary Medical Acadeny,

St. Petersburg, Russia

The var in Aghanistan started an era of wars, which
have enriched mlitary nedicine wth the concept of mitipe
blast trauna, caused by the heat associated wth all
explosions. This type of traunais nast often referred to as
nmne blast inuy, axd in nedical literature is associ aed
wth the so-called nmine factor. It is a conbined nuiti-
trauna caused by known blast factors that interact and yet
aggravate tissue destruction and produce contusion and
comotion. An andlysis of task trials endded the pro-
duction of a conprehensive and scientificaly based patho-
genetic pattern of mine blast trauna The nain factors
dfectingtheinuy aear, fragnents of detonating devi ces,
and secondary shel | s.

Al bast inuies are characterized by profuse bl eed ng,
shock, enbol i zation, contusion, and conmotion syndrone
wth varying degrees of crania, chest, abdonen, and pelvic
organ i nvol venent .

In order to choose the correct surgical tactics, a
physi ci an shoul d have a perfect knowedge of the patterns of
devel opnent of the local, segnental, and general norpho-
logica lesions, beside the srgcad anatony of blast inuy.

Initia and secondary structural and functiond dsorders
are reveal ed through a conpl ex ef fort, includ ng anat onnedl
histoogical, and norphol ogical studies of injured |inbs,
& wll as studies of healing stunp tissue biopsies,
angi ographi c and nanonetric contro of arterial circuation
and perfusion, and nicrocireu ati on.

A though there are conmon norphol ogi cal features in
the evd ution of an inuy, df ferences are produced by
the dfferent nechanisns of trauna, and should be
considered in surgical managenent. Autopsies of those
who died fromnine trauna on the spot or wthin the first
fewdays have reveal ed heart and | ung contusi ons, ruptures
of parenchynatose and hollow organs, nediastinal,
peritoneal, and pelvic henorrhages, and henorrhage and
thronosi s of cerebral and spinal vessels. The nost severe
cases are acconpani ed by nultiple organ failure leading to
death

To sunmarize, nine blast trauna is a specia type of
mitiple trauna, requiring a sophisticated and patho-
genetical |y notivated clinica nanagenent. The nagni t ude
of the real structura and functional danage often does not
alowa surgeon to operate on a case radically. Linb saving
operations propagated by NI. Hrogov in the 19th century
vere fraught wth local and genera conplications due to
deep norphologica and functional disturbances, often
invdving the vitd orgas.

142 Peacef ul Caucasus: A Future Wthout M nes

Panel 6



Abstracts fromround-tabl e di scussion

Li ana Asati ani,
The Mdthers of Georgia, Ceorgia

| ama physician working in a public organization, and
this work has given ne a chance to wtness al of the
redities of the post-socidist era Dringthe Sviet tines, no
one could ever inagine that our industry would becone
engaged in the nanufacture of weapons that kill, and that
physi ci ans woul d be devel opi ng or gan-savi ng operati ons for
nne bl ast inues.

The resporsibility of the state is a very inportant issue
Sonmehow, it is foudaios ad df ferent organi zati ons thet
take care of mire victing, but nat the stae. Mst o the
coflicts coud be prevented by pditica neans, but still, o
children are being killed on bettlefidds, ad civilias ae
being killed by nines. The state shou d take responsibility.
Wy should people look for support in foundations and
organi zati ons when they are in so nuch need of relying on
state assi stance?

| cdl ondl ddegtestoaped tothar rdaed Mnistries
and ask themto address the problemwth state prograns,
so thet the stae pays for wet it’s qulty of.

Ruben Ni kogosyan

Prof essor, M) Ph.D

Chai r, Departnent of Special
and D saster Stuations,
Mnistry of Public Health, Arnenia

Pr ogr ans

Ehotions are very poverful soneti nes. Today | promise
to persond |y finance the prosthetic aid for tw kids: one
from Chechnya and one from Dagest an.

Levozha Magrtyan
Traunmatol ogi st, Mlitary Medical
Ar meni a

Hospital ,

The last few decades of our history have been stigna
tized by local wars and the extensi ve use of |andnines. The
incidence of mine blast trauna is a nost an epidenic. Both
the nilitary and civilians are dying Adequate surgca
assistance is not aways available. Landnines are the nost
i nhunan weapon. The psychol ogical rehabilitation of mne
victing is very expensive, bath for the state and the com
nunity. Mry coutries in the wrld suf fer frana simlar
nmne problem Irag, Vietnam Afghanistan, Ghechnya, Laocs,
Yugosl avia, and nunerous Arican states. Inloca vars, bath
sides the attackers and the attacked have chacotically
di sseminated nines, never taking care of keeping records.
The absence of records becane one of the nwest painful
problens in Anenia during the Nagorny Karabakh conflict.
It has aready been fowr years since the cease-fire was
siged bu dvilias aestill dying of mines. Inar study, ve
tried to estinate the consequences of the nmine war in
Karabekh. A andlysis of nine blast inuries reved ed that
nmnes coldd hit dl parts of the body: upper and | over |inbs,
the abdonen, the head. Rrevailing vere the inuries of |inis,
and nul tiple traunas vas the third by rate of incidence. The

d fecti veness of nedical assistance depended on the
circurstances before reaching a nedical center: there vas
a sharp increase of nortaity wen the tine of transportati on
exceeded 12 hours. An andlysis of prinary care nistakes
done during the 199596 period revealed a high pre
val ence of suppurative and necrotic conplications due to the
inadequate transportation conditions. The highest
preval ence of conplications was anong the cases of pelvic
and abdominal injuries and mitiple trauma The
shortcomngs in specidized centers were of an organi-
zationd character due to the nassive influx of inued ad
because of inadequate equi prent. ne hundred and twel ve
cases were subjject to an addtiond becteridogical study
(850 studies of wound microfl ora). This study reved ed that
the high degree bacterial infections vere associated wth
higly resistait nicrobes. Followng these resuts, ve
proposed the reorganization of nedica assistance, wth the
hope that accumul ated experience and nodified surgical
tactics wll decresse the rae o dsaility ad nartdity
anong nne victins.

Yuri Donskoy
Chair, Wkrainian Canpaign
to Ban Landmi nes, Wkraine

| vant to conment on the issue of deta collection on nine
victins. Grretly, kraine colects data on WWI cases,
post-var cases, cases of veterans of the Afghan war and
aher vars ad coflicts, as vl as on civilias, indudng
those who vere injured outside of Wkraine. A country shoul d
estinate the nunber of nine victing according to the pro-
visions of the Qnvention and pass this data over to the N
to assess the necessary support. According to our data,
there are about 80,000 nine victing in Wkraine, but our state
is not engaged in nine victimdata cdlection. Sne activity
ispusuedinthe Ninistry of Rbic Halth ad the Mnistry of
Defense, but they do not possess conpl ete data because
they do not cooperate or coordinete their activities. The
| CRC was ready to donate DM 300,000 and vas interested
in findng ot the nunber of nine victing in Wkraine
Veterans' organizations and victing of recent conflicts
reacted immediately, while civilian victing renained
ousiders, for there is no data on this category of nire
viting (ar it is prposely hidden). W have 200 deaths
caused by mines, anong them70 children, during the |ast
3 years, wile or o ficids state they have never heard
about it. Snce no reliable data cdlection is conducted on
the state level, we are ready to benefit fromother countries
experi ence.

Ather shortcoming is the asence of a unified e ec-
tronc systemfa the regstraion o victing, i.e, mlitay
regstraion dfices regster veterans ad mlitay hand -
capped persons, the social insurance fund has its own
i ndependent regi stration system while other categories are
not encountered. A registration canpaign nay be very ex-
pensive for the state. The neeting of the Cormittees on
Veterans' A fars in Kev earlier in Novener this year re-
ved ed sinilar prodens indl coutries. Aunited progamfor
al FJcoutriesis the best sdution for the devel op-nent of
data colection standards. A coordination center that wou d
engage both N3D and state structures should be s wp
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CLOSI NGPLENARY

Jody WIllians, International Anassador, International Ganpaign to

Ban Landm nes, 1997 Nbbel

In her find presentation, Jody WIlians comnmented on
the proposals of sone of the delegates wth regards to
nodi fications of the Qtawa nvention and the
invol venent of professional diplonats in the further
devel opmrent of the Qtawa process:

The Treaty shoud not be understood as a flexibe
docunent, for giving "space" for naneuvers has never been
its task. The purpose of the Tresty is mt to gat flediklity.
The purpose of the Treaty is to estadish a cear
international normof behavior, and that normof behavior is
topraibit the use production, trade, and stockpiling of anti-
personnel | andnines. The canpai gn that we began in 1992
hed no desire or intention to creste a flexibe regne. The
flexible regine already existed under the 1980 Gonvention
on onventional Wegpos, Rratocd 11, It proved itsdf to be
a horrendous failure. It vas a nore flexible docunent that
triedto lint use wthout taking use avay fromsd d ers. That
ddnat sdvethe hunanitarian crisisinthe vorld Therefore,
a novenent was created to press the world to el ininate this
veapon. And if you are elininating the weapon, you cannot

Peace Prize Laureate

be flexible in the eimnation. This novenent has not
flexibility about weakening the MBT. W did not succeed in
getting 136 nations to be part of this Treaty because we
vere flexibe We have succeeded so far because our
nessage is the sane whether it is Russia, or Chechnya, or
the L5 or Agda it does not natter. The nessage is:
"the international conmunity has aready decided this is an
illegd wveapon and sconer or later you wll gveit wp.”

| vas here earlier this year in Mrch, | net wth the
President, the Mnister of Defense, and the Foreign Mnister.
The civil part of the governnent denonstrated a deep
ineest in the Treaty and a readiness to sign it. | wves
pl eased by the enthusi asmof the Rresident and the Forei gn
Mnister, wile the Mnister of Defense, on the contrary, was
protecting al kinds of weapons that he has a his disposd,
vwiichis logca, because he shou d keep the interests of his
Departnent. That is wy we shoud not count on the
intiaives fromthe mlitary. The deci si on shoul d be taken by
the President and the Security Guncil, who would weigh al
aspects and tell the Mlitary Departnent whi ch position they
should take. Qoiously, a the negting o the Security
Quxil in Aril o this yer, uder curent
circunstances the nilitary took over and the
cvilien pat hed to accegt their wil: that the
mnes are necessary because of the situation
wthin the country and because of the instability
in the region. The Gorgian governnent is
trying to eq@an its position by the fact that
Georgia cannot provide contra over the entire
taritay, provide nine clearance, and neet the
provisions of the Treaty. Bt it isaly apeed,
fromny point of view Georgia does not have
ay dstacles interfering wth the siging of the
Gnvention. |If your government were realy
wllingtosignthe Treety, it wou d have aready
done it. Nowadays nany governnents,
including ny omn, the Egyptian, and others, are
loking for justificaios foo mt siging the
Treaty. If the leaders ae mat positive about
adhering to the Qtawa Treay, they wil be
looking for newpretexts and obstacl es nat to do
Sol
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Fna Satenent of the Second Internati onal Gonference on

Landmnes in Russia and the FSU " Peacef ul

Caucasus: A Future

Without Mnes" organized by the International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW and the Georgian Cormittee of
the Helsinki Qtizens Assenbly (HZA

From5-7 Decentber 1999, the International Physicians
for the Prevertion of Nuclear Vr (1PPNY, the Georgian
Qmittee of the Helsinki Gtizens' Assenbly (HZA), and
the Georgian Cormittee of the International Ganpai gn to
Ban Landnines (1B hosted the 2nd International
nference on Landmnes in the forner Soviet Lhion
(F), "Peaceful Caucasus: Toward a Future wthout
Mnes," in Thilisi, Gorgia The aimof the conference was
to follow up on the acconplishnents of the Frst
International Landmnes nference in Russia/ S FU
held in My 1998 in Mscow, Rsssia, and to end further
death and disability caused by anti-personnel (AP nines in
the forner Soviet Lhion.

The conference was attended by nore than 170
participants from Anenia, Aeerbaijan, Belarus, Ginada,
Georgia, Gernany, Ml dova, Netherlands, Norway, Rssia,
Svtzerland, Wkraine, and the L as wel| as the territories
of Abkhazia, Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia, Nagorny
Karabakh, and South Gsetia. Participants included
government of ficids, nilitay generds, parlianentarians,
experts in demining, surgical traunatol ogy, orthopedics
and prosthetics, activists, ban canpaigners, |andnine
survivors, and representatives of regiona non
governnental organi zations (N33). Nunerous diplonatic
representatives of Mne Ban Treaty signatory governnents,
such as Canada, France, Ml dova, Poland, kraine, and
the Vatican also attended. Non-signatory governnents
such as Russia, Turkey, and the US were represented
by dpomatic representatives posted to Georgia G the
fifteen FAU nations, only five have signed the Mne Ban
Treaty Lithuania, Mldova, Wkraine, Tgikistan, ad
Tuknenistan and only the latter two have ratified it. The
list of nonsignatories includes Rissia, the ony AP mine
producer inthe region, as vell as Arnenia, Aezerbaijan, and
Gorgia, wich are all nmine-af fected countries.

The opening pl enary featured renmarks from A chbi shop
Aoraham of the Georgian Patriarchy, wo spoke of the
illegality of using weapons that vioate a person’'s nost
besic hunan rights. Georgia' s Deputy Mnister of Defense
and Deputy Secretary of the Nationa Security Quncil
ref firned Gorgia's declared support of international
dforts to prohibit the use of landmnes, and the
governnent’s desire to participate in discussions on the
goba hunanitarian crisis caused by |landmnes. In 1996,
Georgi an President Eduard Shevardnadze had announced
Gorgds intetion to jon the treaty a sone unspeci fied
tine in the future Gorgia continues to present the
continuing conflict in Akhazia and the lack of necessary
funds as the tw nain obstacles to joining the famly of
nations that have banned this ind scrininate weapon.

Representatives of the Gorgian Mnistries of Ecadl ogy,
Social Rrotection, Labor and Enpl oynent, Internal Forces,
and the Safeguarding of Sate Borders, a Georgian
parlianentarian and leader of a wonen's association, as
vel | as representatives from Chechnya, Russia, Arnenia,
and Acerbaijan aso nade renarks during the plenary
sessi ons on the openi ng day. Mreover, Lieutenant-Gnera
(R.) Gordon Reay, Advisor to Ganada’s Anbassador for
Mne Action, addressed the audience during the opening
plenary, bringing greetings and words of support fromthe
Qvernnent of Ganada, which has played a pivotal roe in
the | andm ne novenent.

The folowng tw days of the conference included
sessions on a wde range of mine-rel ated issues reflecting
the landmine situation in the Gucasus region. The topics
di scussed incl uded regional security, |andmnes on borders
and hunanitarian demining, landnines in forner Soviet
mlitary bases, cooperation between civil society and
governnents, mne awareness prograns for popul ations
living in mnea fected areas, nedical assistance and
rehabilitation of mine victing, and obstacles and
opportunities for joining the Qtawa process. Jody Wiliams,
| CBL Canpai gn Anbassador and 1997 Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, addressed participants on the second day of the
conference and spoke about the acconplishnents of the
international novenent, but a so about the chal | enges that
still lie ahead. Sephen Gose from Hinan R ghts Witch
gave an overview of the status of universaization ad
raificaion of the Nine Ban Treaty and the progress of the
Landnine Mnitor initiative.

Throughout the conference, exhibitions on prosthetic
devices, children's drawngs on war and | andnines, and a
nodel minefield were put on display, and participats hed
the opportunity to eva uate these ef farts by vating on their
favorite exhibits. Dring the opening plenary of the
conference, six anti-landmne video clips, produced by
Rl ikan TV stud o (Russia), were screened for the first tine,
and organizers conducted a pal to identify the nest
d fective ones. These video clips wil be broadcast by naj or
TV stations throughout the FSU region.

A the conclusion of the conference, participants caled
on

mFSU non-signatory governnents to sign the Mne Ban

Treaty, ad sigataries to raify the tresty as soon as

possi b e

mFstates, if they refusetosignthe treaty now, totake

interimsteps such as pernanent ban on production,

export, and transfer of al anti-personnd nines, and the

estabishnent of a tinetable for the destruction o

stockpiles of al anti-personne nines;
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mF3U states to nake public detailed infornation on
production, stockpiles, and transfer of anti-personnel
nines, as well as nine incidents, nine clearance, and
mne victim assistance initiatives throughout the
reg at

mParties to coflicts in the regon, such as Akhazia,
Chechnya, Nagorny Karabakh, and Tgikistan a vdl

as any possible coflicts inthe F3J refrain fromusing

anti - personnel | andm nes.

fs aresut of the conference, the organi zers are hopeful
that the canpaigns that started in the regon fdlowng the
Miscow conference will be continued, that new initiatives
wll begin and that nore coordinated N3D action agai nst
landmnes will take place in the FSUregi on.

Working Qoup Action P ans and Recommendat i ons

Panel on Joining the tawa Process:
bstacl es and pportunities

mParticipants wll introduce the issue of banning AP
nmnes to the S governi ng/working bodies (nailing
ifornational naterids, initiating dscussions, advocacy
work) in an efat to press far the indusion o the
| andnines issue in their agendss;

mPrticipants wll seek to engage the governing
structures of the S and GUMM countries (Georgia,
Wkraine, WWbekistan, Acerbaijan, Mldova) in the
devel opnent of joint prograns based on the Mne Ban
Tregty,

mParticipants wil support the jant appeal of the chairs
d the Gmmssion of the Autononous Republic of
Akhezia (in exile), the Wnen's Gouncil of Abkhazi a,
the Wnen's Quncil of Gorgia, and the Georgian
Gmittee of Dalogue of the Wnen of
Transcaucasia, urging the Gorgian | eadership to sign
the Mne Ban Treay;

mParticipants wll recormend to all N33 worki ng under
the unrella of the 1AL to develop and publicize
snal | -scale actions to pronote the Qtawa process.
The first step wll be to arange a nass nailing o
postcards in support of the Qtawa process to national
parlianents and individua perlianentarians;

mPxticipats wll amto uilize nwe e fidetly the
potential of electronic and press nass nedia to
pronote a conprehensi ve ban on AP mnes;

mPRaticipants wll seek to secure fromthe | B practical
assistance in arranging national groups of experts on
the Mne Ban Trey inthe FSU

mParticipants caled on the governnents of states that
produce AP nmines to declare, extend, and nake
permanent existing noratoria on the export and
transfer of landnines to conflict territaies, ad on the
governnents of non-producing states to declare,
extend, and nake permanent noratoria on the inport
o landmnes ad their tramsit through their teritories.

mPaticipats cdled on al parties to arned coflicts to
halt inmediately the use of non sel f-destruct and non+
detectabl e AP nines, as well as AP nines wthout anti-
handing devices, as an interim step toward the
conpl ete ban on the use of all AP nines;

m Partici pants condenmed the Russi an Federation for the
incidents in Qualo Shaili (Gorga), ad Zsketa a
(Azerbaijan), where mines were accidental ly planted.
Participants al so nade note of a statenent prepared
by the initiative group Gnmon Action regardi ng these
i nci derts.

Panel s on M ne Awar eness
and Humani tarian Dem ni ng

(I'ncluding Landmines on Borders  Krasnyi Most,
Former Soviet Mlitary Bases, and Gonflict Zones )

mParticipants wll encourage national N33 to work out
concrete plans of action (including detail ed budgets) on
nne awareness and nine vi cti massi stance prograns;

mParticipats wll seek to engage popd ar public figures
fromthe North and South CGaucasus in a nass nedi a
canpai gn vhich wll aimto informthe public about the
dfects of AP mnes on the life and hedth of peope
livinginthe regon

mParticipants wll support the developnent of an
inernational initiative for the hunanitarian denning
d the Qechen territory, wich will indude tranng
netiod staf f and providing themwth the appropriate
demining gear and equipnent, as well as financia
support;

mParticipants from Dagestan appealed for internati onal
financia suport to help clear the territory of Degestan
of AP nmines and UX3, planted during recent conat
operati ons;

mParticipants called on the governnents of Arnenia,
Arerbaijan, and Georgia to increase ef forts to demne
the nmine-af fected area of Krasnyi Mst (border
between the three states). Participants aso
reconmended that national N33 initiate and devel op
a conprehensive plan of action to address the nine
probl emin Krasnyi Mst;

m Participants fromAnenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia wll
hdd joint landmne semnars in areas close to the
borders between the three states;

mThe Gorgian Grmittee of the Hlsinki Gtizens
Assenbly (HZ), in cooperation wth governnental
bodies and international organi zations, wll assess the
econonmic ef fects and the scal e of the danger posed by
AP nines and UX3 | eft behind by the Russian troops
inthe forner Russian mlitary bases in Gorg a

mMlitary representatives fromAeerbaijan, Gorgia, and
Resia will intiae the foudng of: (i) an interretiod
council of nmanders of Engineer Forces; (ii) jont
gous of experts wthin the franemork of the @S (iii)
a joint conmission on WN demining standards and
techndogies; and (iv) a joint conmission on nine

victim assistance and mine awareness, in order to
foster the process for buildng trust;
mParticipants appealed to the I and the

governnents of Canada, Norway, and other pro-ban

146

Peacef ul Caucasus: A Future Wthout M nes



countries to pronote the discussion of issues such as
stockpil e destruction, demning, standardization, the
traning of demners, etc., wthin the franework o
NATO and wth countries party to the program
"Partnership for Reace";
mPaticipants caled on national canpaigns to form
teans to assess the scope of the landnine crisis and
gain as nuch conprehensive and verified infornation
on landnmine issues in the regon and territories in
question as possi bl e. This assessnent shoul d be done
in coordination anong the countries of the region, and
it shoud incdude visits and dscussions wth civil ad
mlitary agencies, international N33 experienced in
mne action, and contacts wth aready established
Mne Action Genters. The assessnent should result in
apand ationadongwthardated detail ed budget.

Panel on Medi cal Assistance and
Social Rehabilitation of Mne Victins

mParticipants wll create nationa databases on nine

victing in nine-af fected countries of the FRJin order to

facilitate incressed and nore ef fective ad to nne
victins;

mPaticipats cdled for the indwsion of the socid ad

nedcal rehebilitation of nmine victing in the action

plans of the Gnmttee on Sldiers Internationdists
under the Quncil of the Heads of Gwernnents of the

GSstates;

mParticipants encouraged national canpaigns to take

the fdlowng steps:

1 Pronote inproved nedical assistance by: (i)
obtaining accurate data on the nunber of people in
need of care (ii) obtaning infornation on the
cypecity of hospitds to provide trana care (iii)
determining the capecity of retebilitative facilities to
provide appropriate treatnent, and (iv) addressing
bot h physi cal and psychol ogi cal needs;

2 Educate the public on the needs and capabilities of
di sabl ed peopl €

3 BErcowrage national laws for physically disabled
peod € s access to fecilities.

Throughout the Gnference, participants broke into
infornal small groups and developed sets of
reconmendat i ons/ action pl ans on specific topics. Fol | owng
ae these action pas, a vdl a a list o generd
recommendati ons put forth by individual s.

Buil ding Effective National Canpaigns

mPatidpats wil sek to estadish a jant infornation

and coordination center on nine issues in the FJin
order to foster the cooperation between the govern
nental and non-governnental levels and to facilitate
thre infornation support of national canpaigns. This
center wil be developed by the regonal codition wth
the help of internationa organizations and the |,

mParticipats will estadish mationd infornation centers
on landmne issues wthin their countries;
mParticipants fromthe Gaucasus wll seek to coordinate
the activities of Gucasian N33, wthin the franework
of the Caucasus Canpai gn to Ban Landnines;
mPrticdpats wil gped to dl pditicd parties ad
perlianentarians in the Gucasus to unite their ef fats
in pronating the peacefu resd uwion of conflicts in the
region, the ban on the use of AP nmines, and an
increased support of hunanitarian denmining and nine
Vi cti massi st ance;
mParticipants will hod regular conferences and semnars
on | andmne-rel at ed i ssues;
mParticipants wll encourage the cooperation between
national state organizations and N33 and the
regod dfices of the N BJ BE and other
organizations and agencies involved in the Inter-
agency ordination Goup on Mne Action in the
devel opment of joint prograns;
mParticipants wil pronote the further invo venent of
additional N33 in the region, such as Wnen for Life
wthout War and Videce ad its prgect "Links of
Reace in the Gaucasus," inthe internationa canpai gn;
mParticipants wll pronote and publicize the appeal of
the novenent "Refugees Against Landnines" to
international hunan rights organizations, the WIN the
Buropean parlianent, peace and ecol ogical
organi zations, and the governnents of the Gaucasus.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATI ONS

mAl mnerdaed ef forts in a country (nine avar eness,

survey, demning, and politica advocacy) shoud be
coordinated. National canpaigns should consider
establishing a national Mne Action Gnter (MQ to
coordinate al mnerelated ef fots. The lack o
coordination has been the key error in nost countries
inthe verld

mThe coordination of what canpaigns do should be

based on a realistic basis. An assessnent team nay
be a good start to avoid suspicion and lack of
conf i dence;

m Ganpai gns should avoid duplication of ef forts there

nay be actors already working wth nine awareness,
infornation gathering (survey), demining, and pdlitica
advocacy (national CR).

Fnd S atenent
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Ghildren s At EXhibit

During the conference,
theresuts o a
chlden sat
conpetition entitled
Peaceful CGaucasis: To
a Mne-Fee Ruture
hel d by the Georgi an
Gmmittee of the
Hlsinki Gvil Assently
vere exhibited Mre
than 100 pai nti ngs
dedi cated to both
general di sar nanent
and nmne ban i ssues
vere submtted. The
W nning works are show
here.
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APPEAL
fromthe INTIATI VE GROUP " REFUGEES
AGAI NST M NES"

We cdl an the international community, governnents,
the European Lhion, the Uhited Nations, the HEiropean
Parlianent, international hunan rights organizations,
parties, ecological and peacenaki ng organi zations all over
the vrl d

To date, the danger of nines has reached a universaly
threatening degree. W are ddiged, in front of Qd and
hunani ty, to recogn ze our responsibility and to address this
probl emadequat el y and properly.

We are to do everything in owr poser to outlaw this
veapon and prevent new victing, and thus, stop the
aggravation of the nine tragedy, which is aready beyond
awy leve o tderance. Inorder toreachthis pont, we shodd
strive to declare anti-personnd nines inef fective, fraoma
mlitay pant o view, and barbaric, froma hunanitarian
pper spect i ve.

Mnes, which are now viewed as weapons for the nass
amhlaion of civilias, cotinue to pose a grest danger
even ater the bettle is over, when refugees and di spl aced
people find death or injury on their way back hone.

The prohibition of the use of Iandmnes a one woul d not
solve the "nmine problem” other broader aspects should
al so be addressed, such as the clearance of all unexpl oded
ordnance ater the coflict is over, for exanple

Sates in troube usua ly cannat address all issues on
their om and need help frominternational organi zations in
order to be able to carry basic prograns agai nst mnes.

We want to enphasi ze the need for providing adequat e
financing for hunanitarian nine clearance prograns,
hunanitarian nine victim assistance and rehabilitation
prograns, and nine awareness prograns for the civilian
popul ations. The resources required could be enornous,
bu this fact shodd nt inerfere wth or activities ained a
the prevention of newvictins.

Bverything in our power should be done to provide the
safe return of refugees to their hones.

ordinators of the Initiative Goup of the
International Hinanitarian Mvenent
"Ref ugees Agai nst M nes”

Temur Sakhoki a
Khafi z Saf i khanov
Zar ema Mazaeva

APPEAL
fromthe INTIATI VE GROUP
" COMMON ACTI ON"

The continuation of the newwar in Chechnya, |aunched
by Russia as an ati-terrorist and anti-bandit operation, hes
caused the escal ation of tension in the entire Guucasus ad
espcidly in Gorga

The incident invaving the renate aircraft depl oynent of
AP mines over the Georgian village Ga o on 9 August
1999, dwring the course of anti-bandit operations in
Dagestan, was officialy recognized by the Russian
Federation's Mnistry of Defense in an infornation note for
the nmass nedi a rel eased on 18 August 1999. The Russi an
side characterized this deploynent as erroneous,
apol ogi zed, and assured the Georgian side that it woud
undertake all neasures to conpensate for the danage
caused and to prevent such incidents in the future.

Anewmlitary operation onthe territory of Georg a took
place on 17 Noventer 1999. The chief of the border post
Gptain |. Gincheradi testified that 3 Rssian nmilitary
helicopters vere shooting for 20 minutes at the nountai ns
around the Swetili village and the border post nexdt to
Georgy-tsninda. Russian Federation representatives,
including Lieutenant-General E  Koshitsin and nilitary
experts participating wthin the Georgian Mnistry of
Def ense Gonmissi on of Experts in the investigation of this
incident, refused to conment on the nunerous fragnents of
reactive/artillery shells that vere d scovered

Uder regar fire, this areais the oy border corridor
for refugees passing via the Swtili village Aout 4,000
Ghechen refugees are hiding in the Pankiss gorge of the
Georgian Ahnet region fromthe Russian federal troops’
irregu ar bonardnents and artillery shooting Russia is
taking no care of these refugees under the current situation
Pssi stance fromGorgia and international organizations is
i nadequet e.

The "Qonmon Action’
unaccept abl e:

mthe Rissian Federation’'s vidaion of internationa

norns (renote aircraft depl oynent of AP nines over

the territory of Gorga) ad igoring its adigetions to
clear the deployed mines and render assistance to
victins;

mthe refusa by the reresentatives of the Russian

Federation to nake a joint statenent wth the Gorgi an

side over the incident in the Satili village ad the

Georgy-tsminda border post, which does not contribute

to the inprovenent of the curent situstion in their

hilaed rdaiashp

initiative group considers
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mthe reguar artillery bonardnent of the refugee

corridor on the Russi an-Georgian border and ignoring

issues of hunanitarian aid to Chechen refugees in

Georgi a;

Al thesevidations cotribute to the further escd aion of
the mlitary conflict in the Gucasus and dimnishes the
chances for a peaceful resd ution of the existing probl ens,
thus aggravating the Russi an-Georgian rel ati onship.

The "CQommon Action” initiative group condenms the
Russian governnent’s chosen nethods of controlling
terrorism wvhich have led to a ful-scde var against the
Chechen peopl e, the nurder of hundreds of civilians, and a
hunanitarian catastrophe that has displaced nore that
200,000 Chechen citizens, and cals on the Russian
governnent to stop this var that is endangering al the
peopl es of the Gaucasus and Russi ans i nmedi ately.

O the eve of the opening of the internationa
conference in Georgia "Peaceful GCaucasus: A Future
Without Mnes," we express our gratitude to hunan rights
ogaizations in @orga for their effots in rendering
hunanitarian aid to Chechen refugees, searching for a
peacefu reso ution of the RussianGorgian conflict, and
vel cone their steadfast position on banning the use of arti-
personnel landmines in order to prevent countless
acci dents anong civilians.

We express our gratitude to the Georgian H sinki
Gtizens' Assenbly Qrmittee for their initiative to
cooperate, and we are ready to cooperate on al hunan
rigts issues, prinarily ininernationd hunanitarian issues
fdlowng the current situation in the Gucasus.

29 Novenber 1999, Mbdscow.

Signatories:

V.F. Abrankin
Rblic Gnter for the Pronation of
Ginmna Law Reform
L.M A ekseeva
Mbscow Hel si nki G oup
A V. Babushkin
Riblic Charity Qganization "For Hinan R ghts"
L 1. Bogoraz
Himan R ghts
E G Bonner
A Sacharov Miseum
L. V. Vakhni na
Hinan R ghts CGenter "Mnorial "
S A @Gnnushki na

"Gtizers' Atial’
V.M Gfter

Institute for Hinan Rghts
S|. Gigayats

Rubl i ¢ Foundati on "@ asnost "
EL Gishina

Informati on Genter of Hiuman R ghts Mvenent

P.F. Kaznat cheev

Russi an Rublic Mvenent "Anti-Fascist Youth Action'

T.l. Kasatkina, Hinan Rghts Gnter "Mnoria "
MI. Landa

Himan R ghts
L.S Levinson

Rblic Dvision for Hinan Rghts
R R Mksudov

Rblic Gnter "Lega Reformi
V.V. Milikova

Mbscow Hel si nki G oup
V.N GQwn

Rubl i ¢ Foundati on "@Q asnost"
QP Olov

Hinan R ghts Genter "Mnorial "
SA Pashin
M F. Pol yakova

| ndependent Legal - Expert Gounci |
L. A Pononarev

"For Hunan R ghts" novenent
MYe Slig

Rblic Riitica Mvenent "Libera

Denocrats of Russi a'
Yu.V. Sanodur ov

A Sacharov Miseum
SE Sorokin

Rblic Rlitica Mvenent "Libera

Denocrats of Russi a"

Adhered to the Statenent:

P. Bashki rov
Himan R ghts

A Betnrzayev
ordination Gnter of International Hinan R ghts
Qganizations "Qza' ("Aarm)

L Gritcheva
International Wonen's Newspaper "Vera, Nadezhda,
Lyubov' ("Faith, Hype, Love")

N Mkhai | ova
Infornation Genter, "Wnen for  Life wthout
War and Vid ence'

V. Feraposhki n
Sasov Hinan R ghts CGenter "Choi ce of (onsci ence,
Mbscow Hel sinki G oup Project Goordinator "Hinan
Rghts Mnitor in Russia' in the Riazan region
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CONFERENCE ORGANI ZERS AND FI NANCI AL SUPPORT

International Physicians
for the Prevention
of Nucl ear War (1 PPNW

| PPNW a dgobal federation of
national nedica associations in 65
countries, was founded in 1980 by
US and Soviet physicians who shared
a deep concern over the threat of

humanity by nuclear weapons.
Through research, education, and
advocacy, |PPNWN physicians denon-

strated that there could be no w nner
in a nuclear var, ad tha the oly
sa ution to the threat posed by nucl ear
veapons was their abdition. For ther
dforts, |PPNW received the 1985
Nobel Peace Prize. Today, theaxdition
of nuclear weapons remains para-
nount to IPPNWs work. [PPNWs
br oader nissi on now enconpasses not
ony the dimnation of al weapons o
nass destruction, but an end to the
prevailing cutuwe of var and nilitarism
| PPNW began work to ban | andni nes
inthe early 1990s through projects in
a nuner of its d&filiates. IFANWs
Landnmnes Roect is based on its
experience in using research on health
dfects to educate policy-nakers, the
nedi cal profession, the nedia, and the
pudic, and to advocate the einination
of landnines as the only sd wiontothe
aiss

Hel si nki
(HCA)
Ceorgi a

Gtizens Assenbly
Conmi ttee of

Hlsinki Gtizen's Assenbly (HA
is an all-Biropean peace-building
novenent supporting the process of
Bropean integration on the levd of
dvil sdey. In order to pronate the
harnoni ous co-exi stence and de-
vel opnent of the European conmunity

citizens of the New Birope HCA

has developed a variety of proects.
HA ains to promote conflict de-
escal ation and resdution, prevertive

neasures against violence, hunan
rights, the harnonious and equal
devel opnent of civil society, ad the

devel opnent of politica cuture and
sel f-admnistration. HOA is an open,
pluraistic, and i ndependent network of
civicintiatives, novenents, socia and
pditicd gous, a vl as indvidds
inthe lsinki regon, wo idetify wth
the Prague Appeal 1990.

Geor gi an Canpai gn to Ban
Landm nes ( GCBL)

The Georgian Gommttee of the
I, founded in 1998, has the
folowng nain godl s:

) to support and pronote Georgia s
adoption of the Mne Ban Treay;,

@) to define vays for the practica
nanagenent of resources needed
for nine clearance and to set up a
strict contrd of these resources,

i) to increase mine victim assis-
tance, including nedical and soci al
rehabilitation and reintegration;
and

(iy to ban non-conventional weapons
onthe teritoy of Gorga

In working toward these goal s,
the GBL engages in the folowng
activities: nenitaring the nne situation
in Gorga cdlecting infornation and
setting up an infornation database;
organizing senminars and workshops;
producing naterials; holding nine
awar eness  progr ans; pronot i ng
cooperation between governnental
structures and N33; and working with
like-nmnded organizations in the
CGaucasus region and international ly.

FI NANCI AL SUPPORT

Second Internati onal Qonference
on Landmnes in Russia and FSU,
5-7 Decenber 1999

Fnancial support for the Second
International Gonference on Land-
mnes in Russia and the FIU was
generously provided by the folowng
governnents and foundat i ons:

Governnent of Canada
Governnent  of Norway
Qen Society Institute
A oughshares Fund

This generous financia support
was acconpani ed by in-kind support
in the famd dfice space and ad
nini strative support fromthe Russian
branch of the Internationd Physicians
for the Revention of MNiclear W
(IPPNW and the Georgian Cormittee
of the Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly

(HA.

Inlieu of a drect doetion to cor
ference organi zers, severa N33 and
international organizations have con
tributed to this conference by sending
perticipants and resource naterial s.
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Gonf erence Participants

ARMENI A

Nli Vachagan A vazyan, Ph.D
ordinator, Anenian
Gmmittee of | CBL

Drector, Gter of Qthoped cs
and Tr auma

Acadenici an, Arneni an Acadeny
of Mdical iiences

Yer evan

Tel/Fax: (8852) 58-15-83
E-mail: aawie@r m nco. com

Nli Ailova
Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenbly, Yerevan

Susanna Ar ut yunyan

Regi onal ordi nator, Arneni an
National Gormittee of |CBL
Syuni k Provi nce

1 Nehde S .

Kapan, Syuni k Mrza

Td : (8352 287830

Enmail: aawe@urn nco. com

Jemma Hasr at yan

@ordinator, Anenian

Gmmittee of | CBL

President, Association of Wonen
wth Uhiversity Education

33/41 Sayat-Nova S.

Yer evan

Td: (882 52 5 42,

Tel / Fax: (8852) 58 15-83, 54-15-52
E-mail: aawie@r m nco. com

A bert Kal t akchyan
Vi ce- Gvernor, Tavush provi nce

Narine Mhitaryan
Secretary, Arnenian Gonmittee
of 1A, Yerevan

Ruben N kogosyan, Ph.D.

Chai rnan, Departnent of Special
Prograns and O saster Resources
Mnistry of Riblic Hath

Yer evan

Tel: (83852 631571, 52-383-32,
63-36-55 (hone)

Fax: (3742) 56-27-83

Enai |l : ai haener @r ni nco. com

Artur Sakunts

Head, Arnenian Cormittee of the
Hlsinki Gtizens' Assently
Vanadzor G ficg Yerevan

Tel: (8852) 2-55-98, 4-22-67

Levon Zhanagor zyan
Traunatol ogi st, Hspital of the
Ninistry of Defense

Lecturer, Gair o Fed Srgery o
Yerevan Mdical Uhiversity
Yereven

Tel: (8852 58-64-74

AZERBAI JAN

Hdar Aiev
@lonel, Mnistry of Defense, Baku

Tai sya Gordeyeva

Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly
Aeerbai j an

Ghair, Gnmassion on the Rghts
o the Nllitary, Baku

Bagir Qudj ayev
Li eutenant - General, Departnent of
Sate Borders, Baku

Misa Jal al ov

Program Qordinator, 1CRC
F.HHyski av, 98 a Republic Sadium
Baku

Tel: (994-12) 62-05-07, 90-63-03, 90
63-34, 90-63-35, 90-64-52,

Fax : (994-12) 90-65-19

Enail: bakou. bak. @crc.org

Vagi f Jangi rov
Hlsinki Gtizens' Assently, Baku

Shiraz Mahrmudov
My or, Engineer Forces,
Mnistry of Defense, Baku

Af | at un Manedov

Li eut enant - @l onel , Depart nent  of
Internationd Rdaios, Mnstry of
Def ense, Baku
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Haf i z Saf i hanov

Qoordinat or, Azerbeijan
Commttee of |1 CBL

B2 Bddbely S.

370014, Baku

Td: (9%4-12) %4 14-58,

25-00-13 (work), 47-53-26 (hone)
Enail: root@pd. baku. az

Karl-Hainz Sirli

Advi sor, Arerbai jan Nationa
Cormmittee on Research Deminin,
Baku

Aif Yunusov

Fresident, Arzerbaijani
Commttee of |1 CBL

3B2h Baddbely S.
370014, Baku

Td: (9%-12) 94 14-58 (of fid,
47-53-26 ( hone)

Enail: root@pd. baku. az

BELARUS

Tati ana Zagoum enova
Bel arus Gmittee of | AL, Mnsk
Enail: izag@ser.uibd.by

CANADA

Gordon M Reay

(R.) Lieutenant-Grera

Advi sor to Canadi an Anbassador
for Mne Action

34 Besl aw Drive

Qtana, Ontari o KIG 539

Tel: (613) 736-0859,

Fax: (613) 736-8571

E-mail: gnreay@one. com
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CHECHNYA

Asl anbek Asl ahanov

President, Association of Enpl oyees
of Law BEnforcenent Bodi es

Chai rnan, |slanic Qongress
Movenent

Chai rnan, Uhion of Chechen Peopl e
Living Qtside the Hstorica

Mt her | and

5-1 Nockol o- Yanskoy | ane

109964 Moscow

Td: (0%) 911-7193

Fax: (095) 911- 7190

Chris Hiunter

Genter for Peacenaki ng and
Comuni ty Devel opnent
International Chechen Conmittee
for Hinan R ghts, Mscow

Tel: (70%) 01-83-46

Zarenma Mazaeva
Ref ugees Agai nst Landnmines, G ozny
Tel: (8832) %1514

Abdul - Haki m Sul ti gov

Drector, Institute of Hinanitari an and
Rliticd Technol ogi es G ozny/ Mbscow
Tel: (095) 1838-2987, 183-4162

DAGESTAN

Gashi m Asl anov

Deputy of Netional Rdlicy, Infornation
and External Relations
Representative of Dagestan in
Azerbai jan, Mikhat chkal a

Al shat Magonedova

League for the Rghts of Mthers
and Children, Mkhat chkal a
Td: (872) 67-29-74 (vork),
(8722) 67-42-13 (hone)

Tamara OGsmanova

CGnter for Sciad Rehabilitation ad
Qi ture of Peace, Mikhat chkal a
Tel: (8722) 67-29-74 (vork),

(8722) 67-42-13 (hone)

GEORGI A

Abr aham

Achbishop of Chiatura, Rectar of
Eccl esi astic Acadeny and Seninary
Ghiatura
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Am ran Adam an
Associ ation of Mne Vidims, Thlis
Tel: (8832 741976

Irakli Aadashvili

I ndependent Military Expert, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 3073

Gaga Arabul i
Departnent of Border Guards, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 373449

Manuka Areshi dze
| ndependent Expert, Thilisi

Li ana Asati ani
"Mthers of Gorga " Thilisi

Beri Astemirova

Head of Commission for Hiunan
Rghts and the Rghts of Refugees
Abkhazi an Suprene Sovi et

29 Sota Rstaveli §., 112
380008 Thi l i si

Tel: (8332 93-075

Fax: (8832) 935105

Nana Bagashvi | i
Ninister of Education, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 956-431

Dat 0 Bakani dze
Mnistry of Foreign A fars Tdlid
Tel: (8832) 920-469

Georgy B bilashvili
Rysician Thilisi

Dnitri Bogveradze
Dean of Qthodox Seminaries, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 983-8%4

Pet er Bor avski
Antbassador of Poland in Georgia,
Thlid

Archi|l Burdzhanadze

@l onel, Ghief Physician
Grd Mlitary Hsptd, Talis.
Tel: (8832) 998-963

H gudza But zhti ki dze
Lieutenant-Grerd, Qief of Interior
Forces, Ninistry of the Interior, Tlig
Tel: (8832 309-773

Lel a But zhri hi dze

Lawyer, Hnan Rghts Dvision, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 961-514, 969905,

942- 699

Maya But chukuri

Helsinki Gtizens' Assenbly,
Georgian Gonmittee of 1CBL
31 Tsinamzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Te /fax: (8332 916-514,

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sonet. ge

Vakht an Cher ekashvi i
Departnent of Border Guards, Thilisi

Madimr Citadze

Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

Tel: (8832 294-384, 983-930

N no Chi ki hl adze
Associ ation of Mne Vidimg, Talis

N no Chobani ani
Gorgian Parlianent, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 921-262

Beri Chonishvili
Fysician, Thlisi
Tel: (8832 M2-563

Vahtang Chrel ashvi l i

Q@lond, Chief of Technical Engi neer
Dvision, Departnent of Sate Borders,
Thlid

Tel: (8332) 960-863, 373-449(vork)
799- 211 (hone)

N no Chkhobadze
Mnister of the BEwironnent and
Ntural Resources, Thilisi

Nana Devdari ani
Mner of Parlianent, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 932-230

Mi a O ashi
"Mithers of Gorga " Thilisi

Vaht ang Dzhgener aya
Departnent of Engi neers,
Ninistry of Dferse, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 960-863, 373-449

Ga Dorjikashvili
Ninistry of Ntiond Security, Tilid
Tel: (8332) 931-340

Georgy Jorjikashvili
Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

Tariel Beneishvili

Georgian Gonmittee of 1CBL
31 Tsinamzgrishvili S.

380002, Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge
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Li ka Gabuni a
S diers Mnory Foundation, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 230-487

Jano Gagoshi dze

Chi ef, Departnent of Engi neer
Forces, Ninistry of Defense, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 235673

Marmuka Gachechi | adze
Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly

3L, Tsinenkzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

dya Qvazava

Deputy Chief of SQuprene Soviet of
Abkhazi an Gvernnent in Exile
Mner of Parlianent, Thilisi

David Grel esi ani

Chi ef Bvergency Physician, Georgian
Gommittee of | PPNW Thlid

Tel: (8832 524-359

I van (i denko
General - My or, Nlitay Atachd
BEnassy of kraine, Thilisi

Lali (ogava
Sate TVGanne "AION," Thilisi

N no Gl ashvili
Del egati on of EVRO Gormi ssi on,
Thlid

Vaht ang Gongadze
Li eut enant- @l onel, Ghief of Denining

Departnent, Mnistry of Sate Security,

Tilig

Davi d Gankrel i dze

Chief of Conmittee on Rublic Health
and Scia Rotection

Prlianet of Gorgia, Thilisi

Qaude Grard
Enbassy of France, Thilisi

Avtandi| Hvadagi any
Mnistry of Dferse, Thlisi

Vikior lashvili
Mnistry of Scid Dfense, Thilisi

Tenuraz | madze

Ghair, Departnent of the Dsabl ed
Mnistry of Sociad Potection ad
Labor, Talis

Tel: (8832) 351-946

Tanmi ko | nari dze
Drector, At Shod, Tdlisi

Tati ana | saeva
Bnbassy of Russia, Thilisi

Gya Jorjikashvili
Senior O fior, Departnent of Gvic
Qoperation, Thilisi

Si non Kapanadze

Georgian Gormittee of | CBL

Qief of Institute of Mdica Dagnosis
31 Tsinandzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832) 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Davi d Kapanadze

Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlig

Tel: (8832 983-929

Geor gy Kachar ava

G ef, Departnent of Rilitica

Resd ution of Gflicts,

Bdternd Afairs and Rubic D pl onacy
Quncil of Nnisters of Adkhazia
29-119 Rstadi S., Talisi

Tel: (8832) 983-803

Fax: (8832) 935-105

Zi nai da Kvachadze
Lhion of Winen of Gargia, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 997-990

Nodar Ki pshi dze

Georgian Conmittee of | PPNW
Drector, Institue of Bxperinatd
Internal Mudicine, Acadenician of
RAMS

4 Lyud i nskaya S.

380059 Thilisi

Tel: (8832) 517-865, 516-862
Fax: (8832) 954-745, 001-368

A exander Kobel ashvil i
Departnent of Border Guards, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 960-863, 373 49

N kol ai Kozl ovski
Eco-Socia Uion, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 969-905

Ranmin Kravei shvi l i

Drector, Prosthetic and Qthopedic
Center, Tlis

Tel: (8832) 348-379

Manmuka Kupar adze
Sudo RE Thilisi
Tel: (8832 330-019

Mii a Kurtsi ki dze
UNI CEF, Thlis
Tel: (8832) 232-388
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Roza Kukhal ashvil i

Chai rnan, Uhion of Wonen of
Abkhazi a,

29-110 Retadi 8., Tdlisi.
Tel: (8832) 988-658, 997-990
Fax: (8832) 935105

Avtandi| Khvadagi ani
Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

N no Lej ava
Mnistry of Foreign A fars Thlid
Tel: (8832) 989-364

Qmar Lekvei shvi | i

Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

Tel: (8832 2%4-3%4

Tea Lobj ani dze
Associ ation of Youth and Mass Medi a
Rust avi

Vaht ang Magal t adze
Ninistry of Education, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 950-879

Anzor Magl akel i dze

Qnsultant to Gonmander of Interior
Forces, Ninistry of the Inerior, Talis
Tel: (8832 309-773 (vork)

Qll: 877-414- 84, (8332) 794-047

Gorg Mndari

Qlond, Deputy Chief, Ati-Taraist
Genter, Mnistry of Sate Scuity,
Thlid

Tel: (8832 307-601

Gedeon Mepari shvi l i

Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

Tel: (8832 983-928

Nato M kadze

Secretary, Blaterd Qord nating
Mokhazi a- Georgi a Gormattee, Thilisi
Tel: (8832 005670

Temur Mraki shvil i
NMnistry o Rbic Hdth Thlisi

A eksander Mhedl i shvili

Deputy Chief of Mnister of Defense,
Thlid

Tel: (8832 931-340

Badri Nachkebi a

ordinator, Gter for Terrori smand
Rliticd Videre Thlis

Tel: (8832) 986-325, 922-162

Gl 995-995- 70890
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Guram N kol ai shvi li
Mlitay Atachd Gorga, Thilisi

Orar Ckrostsvari dze

Qief, Laboratory of Nilitary Mdica
CGrie "Hta" Thlis

Tel: (8832 956-080

Zviad Qm adze

Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly

31 Tsinanzgrishvili .

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Sof i a Prokofi eva
Internationad Gonmittee of
the Rd Goss, Thilisi
Tel: (8332) 935511

Al eksander Russet sky
Georgian Gonmittee of 1CBL
Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly

31 Tsinamzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Termur Sakhoki a

Georgian Gonmittee of 1 CHL
31 Tsinamzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Anna Shar asheni dze

Hlsinki Gtizens' Assenly

31 Tsinandzgrishvili s

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Dmtri Shelia

Chi ef Expert, Suprene Sovi et d
Republ i ¢ Abkhazi a

2O Retadi S., Talisi

Tel: (8832) 997-551

Taml a Tsaava
"Mithers of Gorga " Thilisi

Dntri Tsiskarishvili

| PPNW Acadenici an of the Russi an
acadeny of Medical <ciences
Georgi an Gormittee of

4th Lyubdl i nskaya &.

380059 Thilisi

Tel: (8832) 517-865, 516-862, 954-
745, Fax: (8832) 954-745, 00-13-68

Papuna Wy ehel i dze
NMnistry of Sate Scurity, Tlid
Tel: (8832 935387
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Val eria Ui hanova

Hlsinki Gtizens' Assently

31 Tsinamzgrishvili S.

380002 Thilisi

Tel/fax (8832) 916-514

Enail: hcagc@ccess. sanet. ge

Dat 0 Vardzel ashwil i
T™"9" Thlis

Merab Vachnadze

Qi ef Pysician, Rehabilitation Gater,
DCepartnent of the Dsabled, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 952-145

Mari na Vachnadze

Georgi an Gonmittee, D al ogue of
Transcaucasi an Wnen, Thilisi
Tel: (8832) 226-534

Quta Vashadze

Deputy Chief, Departnent of the
Dsdded Thlis

Tel: (8832) 351-946

Rusi ko Vashaki dze
™V "AION," Thilisi

Peter Zarvrigen
Enbassy of the Vaticanin Gorg a,
Thlid

A exander Zedel ashvi | i
International Gormittee of the Red
CGoss, Talisi

Tel: (8332 935511

| NGUSHETI A

Yahi a Bel har oyev

Mentoer of Parlianent

Chai rman of the Gormissi on on
Riblic Health, Social Security and
Labor, Nazran

Kanbul at Dzi azi kov

Gair, Scurity Guneil

Ingush National Lhion "Dai nohk"
3 Chechenskaya ., Nazran
Tel: (87134) 2-62-79

Madimr Podolin

Representative, Departnent of Qitical
Stuations and Rost-Gflict Bildng
Ninstry of Ntiodities,
Nazr an/ Moscow

Tel: (095) 702-5172

MOL DOVA

M adi mir Lupan

Expert, Departnent of European
Security and Mlitary Rdicy
Mnistry of Foreign A fars, Kshnov
Tel: (0422) 578223, 578 268,

Fax: (0422) 23-23-02

NAGORNY KARABAKH

Ashot Adam an

Qthopedi st, Hspitad of Sepanakiert,
S epanaki ert

Te: (893) 44 92, (893 449-89

Ashot Melian

Leader, Nagorny Karabakh League for
the Rghts and Liberation of Reople,

S epanaki ert

Enail: anel yan@reenet.am

THE NETHERLANDS

Mrrtin Van Harten

Inenatiod Ofiox, Hsirk Gtizes
Assenbly, Ansterdam

Tel: (31) 20-618-1780, 70-350-7100

NORWAY

@ir B oersvik

Technical Advisor, Norwegi an
People's Ad

PO Box 8844 Youngst or get
Glo

Td: (47) 2-03-76-92,

Fax: (47) 22-17-70-82
Enail: gb@paid. org

OSETI A ( SOUTH)

Irina Yi anovskaya
Journalists’ for Hinan Rghts
Tshindi
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RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON

d ga Andri yanova

Assistant to Bxecutive Drector
Russi an Conmittee of | PPNW
Sol yanka 14

109544 Moscow

Tel: (7095) 298-2146

Fax: (7095) 298-2161

Enail: scippm@nline.ru

Val ery Aseyev

Drector of Mne Action Gnter

WN Peacekeepi ng Forces, Mscow
Tel: (7095) 942-3179

Ronman Dol gov

Landnines ordi nator, Russian
Comittee of | PPNW

14 Sol yanka

109544, Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 298-2146

Fex: (7005) 2982161,

Enail: scippr@nline.ru

N kol ai  Fonin

Glonel, Mlitary Mdical Acadeny,
. Retershurg

Tel: (812) 329-7183

Oxana Khabi b

Russi an Comnmittee of | PPNW
14 Slyanka & .

109544, Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 298-2146

Fax: (7095) 298-2161

E-mail: oxana@on2comru

Svetl ana Krugli kova

Ganera person, Pelican TV Sudio,
Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 157-8050

Ildar Ninnullin

@lonel, Deputy Qhair, Mitay
Medi cal Acadeny

S. Rtershurg

Tel: (812) 251-8726

M khai | Nagor ny
Lieutenant-@lonel, Senior O fica,
BEngi neer Forces, Mnistry of Defense,
Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 247-5814

I rene Runyant seva
Executive Drector, Russian
Commttee of | PPNW

14 Slyanka .

109544 Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 298-2146

Fax: (7095) 298-2161
Enail: scippr@nline.ru

Mrina Sl lier

Ghair, Wnen for Life Wthout Wa
and Vidence

6-28 Sreletskaya .

Mbscow

Tel /Fax: (7095) 289 -050

Boris Shiborin
Anbassador, Mscow
Tel: (7095) 243-5882

Al eksander Yenel yanenkov

ProgramDrector, Russian Gommittee

of | PPNW

14 Slyanka &.

109544, Mbscow

Tel: (7095) 298-2146

Fax: (7095) 298-2161
Enail: scippr@nline. ru

SW TZERLAND

Loui s Maresca

Legal Dvision, IQRC

19 Avenue de | a Pai x

CH 1202, Geneva

Tel: (41) 22-734-6001,

Fax: (41) 22-730-2250

Enail: |naresca gva@crc. org

UKRAI NE

Yuri Donskoy
krai nian Gmmittee of 1AL, Kev
Enail: yuridonskoy@ahoo. com

Al eksander Zavi al ov

Ghair, Joint Research Demini ng
Center, Kev

Enail: yuridonskoy@ahoo. com
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USA

Liz Bernstein

ordinator, A

110 Mryl and Ave NE

Box 6, Qiite 504

Washi ngt on, DC 20002
Tel: (202) 547-2667

Fax: (202) 547-2687
Enail: banemmow@chl . org

Janes Cobey

Qt hopedi ¢ Surgeon

Physi cians for Hinan R ghts
2029 K Sreet, NW4th fl oor
Washi ngt on, DC 20006

Tel: (202) 2987111

Fax: (202) 223-6534

Enail: cobey@orldnet.att. net

St ephen Goose

Arns DOvision, Hinan R ghts Wich
1630 Gonnecticut Avenue, Suite 500
Washi ngt on, DC 20009

Tel: (202) 612-4321

Fax: (202) 612-4333

Enail: gooses@rw.ag

Dayna Ker ecnan

Landm nes Proj ect

Qren Sci ety Institute

900 17th Sreet, NNVQiite 950
Washi ngt on, DC 20006

Tel: (202) 49- 2409

Fax: (202) 955-5322

Enail: dkerecnan@si-dc.org

Rji Rotopsatis

Roect Gordinator, | PPNW
727 Massachusetts Avenue
Canbri dge, MA 02139

Tel: (617) 868-5050 x. 210
Fax: (617) 8682560

Enail: piji@ppwag

Jody Willians

International Antassador, A
5803 Harvey R ace

Aexandria, VA

Tel: (703) 960-3152

Fax: (703) 960- 0217

Enail: wllians@chl.org
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