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more than 500 activists
from 70 countries partici-
pated in ican’s civil
society forum, on march
2-3. the forum was a
blend of scientific pres-
entation, personal narra-
tive, and campaign strat-
egy discussion, capped
by an evening of conver-
sation with actor and
activist martin sheen. 

experts on the physical, medical,
and environmental effects of nuclear
weapons, including patricia lewis of
chatham house, sir andy haines of
the london school of hygiene and

the international campaign to
abolish nuclear Weapons (ican)
and the norwegian government
organized parallel conferences in
oslo, norway this march, with the
common goal of focusing global
attention on the humanitarian conse-
quences of nuclear weapons. 

Both conferences were an enormous
success by any measure. the most
important outcome, however, was
that 127 countries came together for
the first time since the beginning of
the nuclear age to consider the
humanitarian impact of nuclear
weapons as the basis for demanding
their elimination.
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tropical medicine, ippnW co-presi-
dent ira helfand, and rutgers
university climate scientist alan
robock provided the grim facts,

at the end of may
hundreds of peo-

ple from around the world will con-
vene in the village of villingen-
schwenningen at the edge of the
Black forest in southwest germany
to discuss problems and solutions
about armed violence at “human
target: international congress on
social and health effects of the
global arms trade.” ippnW mem-
bers and others concerned about the
devastating social and health effects
of the global arms trade will be
among them. it is no accident that
this congress will take place near the
headquarters of heckler & Koch, a
major european arms manufacturer,
located in the pretty little town of
oberndorf am neckar. 

hundreds of thousands of people
each year are killed by small arms
alone, with millions more injured,
maimed and traumatized. many
wars are fought over the interests of
wealthy industrialized nations, and it
is the guns we produce mostly in the
global north that kill worldwide. 

this congress, organized by ippnW
germany and ippnW in cooperation
with the campaign “aktionaufschrei
– stoppt den Waffenhandel!”, will
feature international experts from
many disciplines and countries
including Kenya, iran, nepal,
Zambia, switzerland, nigeria, india,
the philippines, australia and the
usa. they will share their knowl-
edge on the global arms trade and

its wide range of effects on humans
around the world. there will be lec-
tures, panel discussions and work-
shops on both the problems and
solutions, and on future activities
and campaigns.

as part of the congress, there will be
a bicycle tour may 26-29, when
young activists from all over the
world will cycle from ulm to villingen,
organizing interviews, meeting politi-
cians, giving public demonstrations
and spreading information on the
impact of the global arms trade.

ippnW message at the heart of oslo

conference and civil society forum

online: RegisteR now!

www.human-target.org

[Continued on pg. 2] 

human target congress 

addresses arms trade

[AFP news continued on pg. 4]
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co-president ira helfand and sir andy haines
address the ican civil society forum in oslo.



speaker after speaker reiterated the
message that ippnW has been
delivering for more than 30 years:
the consequences of nuclear
weapons use and nuclear war would
be unimaginably catastrophic; not
only do we lack the capacity to
mount a medical and humanitarian
response to the victims of nuclear
detonations, but any attempt to pre-
pare such a response capacity is
infeasible; and the only appropriate
and responsible course of action is
prevention.

icrc president peter maurer
recounted the red cross experience
following the bombings of hiroshima
and nagasaki, and noted that
decades of subsequent red cross
studies had come to the same con-
clusion: that the use of nuclear
weapons would overwhelm existing
disaster response resources, and
that building an effective response
infrastructure would be impossible.

While many of the technical and sci-
entific presentations were com-
pelling, no single talk captured the
attention of the participants more
than the one given by ippnW co-
president ira helfand on behalf of
ican. as he wrapped up a brief but
powerful summary of the climate and
agricultural consequences of nuclear
war, ira spoke as a doctor to his
patients, appealing to the 400 people
in the room to remember what they
had learned and to bring the infor-
mation back to their governments as
a cause for urgent action.

the diplomatic conference ended
with a shared understanding that the
global humanitarian consequences
of nuclear weapons should be the
starting point for urgent action to ban
and eliminate them. mexico
announced that it will host a follow-
up meeting of states later this year
to keep the momentum going—a
decision that was greeted by cheers
from diplomats and civil society par-
ticipants alike.

hopes ran high, as the gavel came
down, that we had witnessed the
beginning of a new process for
nuclear abolition that could escape
the gridlocked-plagued npt and
other disarmament forums dominat-
ed by the nuclear-weapon states. as
ippnW co-president and ican
steering group member Bob mtonga
said, “this conference has shown
us that the countries that have
renounced nuclear weapons and
concluded regional nuclear-
Weapon-free Zones, such as africa
and latin america, are providing
important moral leadership to carry
forward international efforts to free
the world of nuclear weapons and
prevent the global public health dis-
aster that their use would create.”

iPPnw Message at the Heart of oslo Conference and Civil society Forum 
Continued from page 1

while seasoned disarmament, envi-
ronment, and human rights cam-
paigners offered a variety of per-
spectives on pathways and obsta-
cles to the treaty-making process.

the forum closed with presenta-
tions from campaigners in 10 differ-
ent countries—all of them young,
creative, excited, and determined to
eliminate these weapons and the
threat they pose to their futures. 

the two-day governmental confer-
ence opened on march 4. noticeable
by their absence were the us and
the other npt nuclear-weapon
states, which had taken a collective
decision to boycott the conference.
the reason they gave—that the
meeting would be a distraction from
their step-by-step disarmament work
inside the npt—was dismissed as
“not very convincing” by norway’s
foreign minister. 
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special thanKs to the ican organiZing committee and

staff Who WorKed for months to maKe the civil

society forum a great success.



ippnW.org
ippnW.org

more on the Web:

ican video “hope and
horror” shown at opening
session of government
conference:bit.ly/11geuX4

ican civil society forum
program and related
materials: goodbyenuk.es

the complete program,
downloadable presenta-
tions, and streaming video
of the entire governmental
conference humanitarian
impact of nuclear
Weapons: bit.ly/QJiqz3
(will lead to a url begin-
ning with“regjeringen.no”).

transcript of ira helfand’s
presentation in oslo:
ippnw.org/pdf/wider-
impact-by-helfand.pdf

mp3 (12 minutes):
ippnw.org/audio/ira-
helfand-030413.mp3

ippnW video on the med-
ical, environmental, and
humanitarian conse-
quences of nuclear war,
presented by ira helfand.
youtu.be/ug-dJtvhfe0

on twitter.com search for:
#goodbyenukes 
#hinW13
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rutgers climate scientist alan roBocK

eXplained Why a nuclear War using only a frac-
tion of eXisting arsenals Would cause cata-
strophic disruption of the gloBal climate. p
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some of the 40 ippnW activists Who participat-
ed in the ican civil society forum. ippnW, Which

founded ican in 2007, is noW the lead medical

partner organiZation in the gloBal campaign. p
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“countries around the World need to under-
stand that their citiZens are concerned aBout

this topic.” ~dr. helen durham of the aus-
tralian red cross

dr. ira helfand at the government conference
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noBel laureates support strong att,  ippnW/psr memBers Write 

to president oBama

final diplomatic conference 
on arms trade treaty at un 

ippnW engaged in a wide variety
of efforts to support passage of a
strong and effective arms trade
treaty leading up to the diplomatic
conference held march 18-28 at
the united nations in new york city. 

these efforts included working with
colleagues from the control arms
coalition including pax christi,
oxfam, and amnesty international
on organizing a letter from 18 nobel
peace prize laureates including for-
mer president Jimmy carter and
desmond tutu to president Barack
obama urging him to support a
humanitarian-based att (see letter).

psr executive director dr.
catherine thomasson was part of a
delegation that delivered the letter to
senior White house national
security staff just prior to the un
meeting.

“ippnW participated in the historic
1997 meeting in new york of a small
group of nobel peace prize
laureates, convened by oscar
arias, who called for an international
code of conduct on arms trade that
would benefit all of humanity,” said
dr. thomasson at the handover
meeting. “after 15 long years and
millions killed, maimed or trauma-
tized by gun violence, we are hope-
ful that this month the world’s coun-
tries will make history and finally
enact a humanitarian-based arms
trade treaty.”

We also worked with u.s.
physicians for social responsibility
to organize nearly two thousand let-
ters to the president and elected
representatives.

letter by nobel peace laureates: bit.ly/1353so5

march 14, 2013

president Barack obama

the White house

1600 pennsylvania ave, nW

Washington, dc  20500

subject:: securing a strong Arms trade treaty

dear mr. president:

as fellow nobel peace prize laureates, we write to urge you to

take a leadership role in ensuring that the united states supports a

successful outcome at the united nations diplomatic conference

on the arms trade treaty, to be convened in new york on 18–28

march 2013, as called for by the united nations general assembly.

the u.s. and other arms supplier states have both a moral duty

and a national security interest to help achieve such a treaty in

order to protect human rights and save the lives of innocent civil-

ians caught in the crosshairs of conflicts fuelled by the irresponsi-

ble international conventional weapons trade. 

l-r: ray offenheiser, president,
oXfam america; galen carey, national

association of evangelicals; franK

JannuZi, deputy eXecutive director,
amnesty international usa; dr.
catherine thomasson, psr eXecutive

director; and actor dJimon hounsou.

Nobel Peace Prize Laureates

as the only health member on the
steering Board of the control arms
ngo coalition, our active participa-
tion in meetings with delegates from
countries around the world ensured
they understood the dire health con-
sequences that result from the
unregulated spread of armaments
worldwide. 

ippnW delegates participating
included drs. ogebe onazi,
omolade oladejo, and emeka okolo
from nigeria, drs. shannon
gearhart, cathey falvo, donald
mellman, and andrew Kanter from
the us, dr. Bob mtonga from
Zambia, vera gruner from austria,
and central office aiming for
prevention director maria valenti. Vs
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ippnW has documented, through
the one Bullet stories, the tragic
human consequences of gunshot
injuries - but we can’t stop by
describing the problem. We are also
committed to supporting those
affected by armed violence. 

ippnW austria and ippnW Zambia
have teamed up on a project to help
improve care and rehabilitation for
victims of violence. drs. michael
schober and stephanie hametner in
austria are the co-investigators with
dr. Bob mtonga in Zambia. nearly
30 austrian medical students are
involved in the project, and have
been conducting research alongside
Zambian student colleagues at the
lusaka university hospital emer-
gency room, as well as at social
service agencies. preliminary find-
ings suggest widespread lack of
awareness of social and other sup-
port services that are available to
victims of violence. 

over thirty people from local partner
organizations including the young

iPPnw Joins the world

Bank’s online theHive 

collaBoration BetWeen austrian and ZamBian affiliates, ippnW and the

World BanK’s “thehive”

aiming for prevention
neWs and updates

more on the clinical research: bit.ly/Wmljdb

iPPnw Austria and Zambia team up to improve Care

and Rehabilitation for Victims of Violence

vital signs
volume 24 issue 2 2013 - 5 -

ippnW has joined as a partner in an
innovative new World Bank project,
“thehive.”  “thehive”—a “Knowledge
platform on fragility, conflict and
violence”—is designed to create a
worldwide community of practice on
the prevention of violence by con-
necting knowledge across contexts
and disciplines to bridge divides, and
share emerging ideas and innova-
tions to advance best practices in
the field. 

as a partner, ippnW can contribute
content and resources to “thehive”
on events, projects, research, and
publications related to conflict and
violence. individuals can join to have
access to those resources. please
go to the website to join “thehive”, or
contact maria valenti at
mvalenti@ippnw.org to suggest
resources to add to the platform.

Vs

Women’s christian association, the
national council of catholic Women
in Zambia, the Zambian national
Women’s lobby group, the
university teaching hospital’s
accidents and emergency
department, the university teaching
hospital’s department of social
counseling, and the Zambia society
of physiotherapists, recently partici-
pated in a workshop to review the
research findings and to collaborate
on ways to improve services and dis-
seminate information.

ultimately we hope to replicate this
in other countries. We are still seek-
ing financial support to help defray
costs in Zambia – please donate if
you can!

online: “tHeHiVe”

worldbankhive.logicaladvantage.com

“thehive” is inspired by michael
o’malley’s The Wisdom of Bees

(2010), which shows how bees build
communities of multiple talents and
autonomous yet coordinated actions
focused on inducing a single result. 

left: some of the health part-
ners and collaBorators. 

right: austrian medical stu-
dent isaBella stelZig With col-
leagues in lusaKa, ZamBia.  
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Vs: ippnW’s affiliates in the devel-
oping world have been the primary
locus of our aiming for prevention
campaign.  Why did you think it was
important to organize an internation-
al congress on armed violence in
europe, particularly in germany? 

Hl: in medicine we are trained to not
only treat symptoms, but also to look
at the cause of disease. armed vio-
lence is much less prevalent in
europe than, for instance, in some
parts of africa. yet many of those
guns are produced and exported
from here. preventing gun violence
requires us to examine where those
guns are coming from, where they
are going, and why. ippnW-
germany decided to make our con-
tribution to this core international
program of ippnW by hosting a con-
gress on the impact of the small
arms industry.

Vs: Why hold it in the Black forest
instead of a major city like Berlin?

Hl: the largest producer of small
arms in europe is a medium-sized
company based in the pretty little
town of oberndorf. heckler & Koch
guns are being used in almost every
conflict around the world. the politi-
cal decisions about exporting
heckler & Koch guns all over the
world are taken in Berlin. But con-
vening this gathering of international
experts and advocates at the
doorstep of the factory will have a

intervieW With dr. helmut lohrer, ippnW germany

affiliates in action

much greater effect than doing it in
Berlin, where you share media atten-
tion with several other events. By
hosting such an event here in the
Black forest, the whole area will be
involved in the discussion about
small arms. it’s also important to
understand that heckler & Koch is
only one part of a large arms indus-
try in this beautiful area. so you can
imagine what an impact this con-
gress could have.

Vs: during the congress, ippnW-
germany is organizing a visit to the
headquarters of heckler & Koch.
What do you hope to achieve? 

Hl: We are planning a very peaceful
and creative form of protest that is
not meant to intimidate anybody
working in the factory. Why not sing
a song of peace at a fountain of war?

Vs: We heard that the mayor of
villingen-schwenningen is very sup-
portive.  that’s surprising since gun
manufacturing is so important to the
local economy.  

Hl: the mayor of villingen-
schwenningen, a medieval town not
far from oberndorf, has been a
member of mayors for peace for
years. after a long and intense dis-
cussion in the city council, the
mayor persuaded the city to co-host
our congress and to give us the town
hall for free. this is indeed remark-
able, considering the fact that

dr. helmut lohrer, a family doctor living in the Black forest of

germany, has been a passionate leader in ippnW at the nation-

al and international levels since joining our cause as a medical

student in 1986.  he is the inspiration and energy behind

“human target: international congress on social and health

effects of the global arms trade,” which will convene this may in

his home town of villingen-schwenningen.   

Vs

heckler & Koch are not paying taxes
to villingen-schwenningen. 

Vs: you’ve been volunteering with
ippnW for more than a quarter cen-
tury.  What’s motivated you all these
years? 

Hl: it is the continuing hope that
mankind will be able to eventually
overcome war and violence – be it
nuclear war with the prospect of our
total annihilation or ever increasing
carnage by the scourge of small
arms. i wish my children could live in
a world where it is not money and
military superiority that governs the
world, but where mutual respect for
the diversity of humankind will lead
to peace.

intervieWs online: peaceandhealthBlog.com

vital signs
volume 24 issue 2 2013

UPCoMing eVent

Join us in villingen-
schwenningen, germany
for human target:

international congress on social
and health effects of the global
arms trade.

human-target.org
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photos, revitaliZed affiliate, and 2013 report from the uK affiliate medact

ippnW in photos

ippnW.org and faceBooK.com/ippnW 

the middle powers initiative, which
ippnW has co-sponsored since its
launch in 1998, held a Framework

Forum in Berlin on february 20-22,
entitled "creating the conditions and
building the framework for a nuclear
weapons-free world." 26 govern-
ments took part, along with parlia-
mentarians, un representatives, and
prominent research institutions.

left to right: iPPnw’s 2012-2014 four

Co-Presidents. drs. ira helfand (usa),
vladimir garkavenko (russia/cis),
robert mtonga (Zambia), and tilman
ruff (australia) after the election results
were ratified at the hiroshima congress.

Bios online: ippnw.org/board.html

the recently revitalized costa rican affili-
ate delivered 1,000 paper cranes to

Costa Rican President laura Chinchilla

(on right) at a ceremony attended by the
foreign minister, communications minister,
and the ambassadors of Japan, france
and russia as well as vappu and ilkka
taipale of ippnW finland.

Photos online: on.fb.me/14ahHAs
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the medact report, The delusional

thinking behind a policy of nuclear

deterrence, was launched at the house
of lords on february 6th, 2013.
speakers at the launch included Kate
hudson of cnd, Ben Zala of the oxford
research group and frank Boulton of
medact.  the report is dedicated to gill
reeve, former director of medact.

Download publication: medact.org



iPPnw is a non - partisan federation of national medical organizations in 62 coun-
tries dedicated to safeguarding health by working to ban nuclear weapons and to
address the impact of militarism and war on human health.

all gifts to ippnW are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  ippnW
is a non - profit organization registered under section 501(c)(3) of the united
states internal revenue code. tax id# 04-2702110

Vital signs is published twice a year by ippnW. 66-70 union
square, #204, somerville, ma 02143 usa tel:+1.617.443.1733
email: ippnwbos@ippnw.org

editor and Designer: aki morizono iPPnw staff: michael christ,
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fitzgerald, and anne Kieran

100%

april 5-7, 2013

april 15, 2013

april 20-21, 2013

april 22-may 3, 2013

may 29-30, 2013

may 30-June 2, 2013

June 7-10, 2013

June 6-13, 2013

european students conference
Belgrade, serbia

global day of action on military spending 
Worldwide

ican campaign meeting
geneva, switzerland

second session of the preparatory committee for the 2015 review
conference of the parties to the treaty on the non-proliferation of
nuclear Weapons (npt prepcom)
geneva, switzerland

ippnW Board meeting
villingen-schwenningen, germany

human target international congress on social and health effects
of the global arms trade
villingen-schwenningen, germany

nWip south asia dialogue
Kathmandu, nepal

nuclear abolition Week
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the partners in peace sustainers circle,
ippnW’s growing network of dedicated
monthly donors, forms the backbone of our
annual fundraising efforts. here’s how it
works: your monthly gift is automatically
charged to your credit card or checking
account, allowing ippnW to rely on a steady
stream of funding to continue our global fight
for the abolition of nuclear weapons.

commit to only $5 a month to receive
ippnW’s biannual newsletter, vital signs,
along with other ippnW publications and
urgent action alerts.  

increase, decrease, or suspend your gift at
any time by phone or email. 

to join, please use the form on the reverse
side of the enclosed donation slip, call (617)
440-1733x304, or email ippnW develop-
ment associate garrett fitzgerald at
gfitzgerald@ippnw.org today. 

Become a partner in peace today! 

PARtneRs 

in PeACe


