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IPPNW’s World Congresses have always been an opportunity for health professionals and students to meet the people who form our international federation in person, share ideas, and collaborate on future projects. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the IPPNW Medical Student Movement re-imaged the student Congress to meet the needs of the moment. On 30 January and 13 February, over 60 students from 20 countries, including Brazil, Mongolia, Australia and Nigeria, gathered to discuss nuclear disarmament, medical student activism, and how the country chapters can support one another.
During the first session, student representatives shared regional songs, triumphs and challenges to medical student organizing, and plans following the entry into force of the TPNW. Outgoing International Student Representatives (ISRs) Franca Bruggen and Kelvin Kibet shared the highlights of their three-year term. Franca and Kelvin reviewed the progress of programs they started such as the United University Project, the promotion of the Medical Peace Work Courses, and their work to strengthen external partnerships, most notably the International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations (IFMSA). See their presentation below. The second session of the Congress featured the election for the incoming ISRs and galvanizing remarks from IPPNW Regional Vice President, Dr. Carlos Umaña (see below). Dr. Umaña highlighted the key role medical and health professionals continue to play in global nuclear disarmament and what students can do in their various regions as we enter the new phase of the Treaty.
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							Evidence-Based Policy-Making, Dr. Carlos Umaña

						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
							Tentative Agenda
						

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
							Day 1; 30 January 2021
Nuclear Weapons Worldwide
 

1pm GMT
Introduction and welcome by current ISRs, Franca Brüggen and Kelvin Kibet
1:10pm GMT
What has happened over the last three years? 
Exchange of local activities – presentation by individual chapters. 
Overview of international activities – presentation by Kelvin and Franca
2:30pm GMT
Global Nuclear Disarmament – where do we stand right now? [See Recording Below]
2:55pm GMT
Closing
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
							Day 2; 13 February 2021
How Can Evidence-Based Medicine Inform Policy-Making?

1pm GMT
Introduction and welcome
1:10pm GMT
Keynote speaker – Dr. Carlos Umaña, IPPNW Regional Vice President of Latin America, “Evidence-Based Policy-Making; the solution to the global crises?”
1:40pm GMT
Interactive session: Roundtable discussion with Dr. Umaña and ISRs, Franca and Kelvin
2:10pm GMT
Break
2:20pm GMT
Strategy Brainstorming; Breakout Rooms
1) Effective and creative advocacy work; 2) improvement of our internal structure; 3) presence on social media and on university campuses
3:00pm GMT
Q&A with ISR Candidates, voting, and announcement of next ISRs
3:45pm GMT
Closing
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							Messages from Former ISRs
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