
What more do we need
to know? If 100 bombs
can kill a billion people,
can anything justify the
shame and hypocrisy
of owning them at all?

ONLINE: IN THE NEWS
Medical appeal signed by
senior faculty and deans of

medical schools, heads of medical
associations, health ministers, med-
ical journal editors, and Nobel laure-
ates from 38 countries.
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deaths of a billion people who
already live on the margins of starva-
tion. That’s after killing tens of mil-
lions of people outright.

What more do we need to know? If
100 bombs can kill a billion people,
can anything justify the shame and
hypocrisy of owning them at all?

That’s what these leaders in global
medicine are asking presidents
Obama and Medvedev to consider in
the months ahead, as they discuss
their options in leading us to a
nuclear weapons-free world.

“A thousand years from now,” they
have told the presidents of the two
largest nuclear powers, “no one will
remember most of what you will do
over the next few years; but no one
will ever forget the leaders who abol-
ished the threat of nuclear war.”

survival” and to “end the nuclear
weapons era once and for all.”

The release of the Appeal immedi-
ately preceded the first meeting of
the two leaders at the G-20 summit
in London. Presidents Obama and
Medvedev emerged from that meet-
ing saying that a nuclear-weapons-
free world was their common goal. A
few days later, in Prague, Obama
acknowledged that the US, “as the
only nuclear power to have used a
nuclear weapon…has a moral
responsibility to act.”

The letter, (see pgs. 4 and 5), is the
latest expression of revulsion
against nuclear weapons in a
decades-long medical movement
that was called into existence by the
US atomic bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki. 

Despite significant reductions in
arsenal sizes since the end of the
Cold War, the US and Russia still
have more than enough nuclear
weapons kept at the ready today to
kill everyone on Earth. Even 100
Hiroshima-size warheads, exploded
over megacities, could cause a sud-
den global cooling, the disruption of
agriculture worldwide, and the

NEWSLETTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR   (IPPNW)

WORLD PHYSICIANS TO OBAMA AND
MEDVEDEV: ABOLISH NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Physicians understand that they
must work to prevent what they can’t
treat. For almost 50 years they have
persistently advocated to world lead-
ers that the only way to prevent
nuclear war is to eliminate these
instruments of mass extermination
altogether. From the physician’s per-
spective, the prognosis is simple:
either we will abolish nuclear
weapons or they will abolish us.

On March 23, more than 300 of the
world’s top physicians—senior facul-
ty and deans of medical schools,
heads of medical associations,
health ministers, medical journal edi-
tors, and Nobel laureates from 39
countries—called on US President
Barack Obama and Russian
President Dmitri Medvedev to con-
front “this gravest threat to human
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IPPNW is an active participant in the
World Health Organization’s
Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA),
an international network of organiza-
tions, agencies, and NGOs commit-
ted to the common vision of using
science to prevent violence and to
implement the recommendations of
the World Report on Violence and
Health. Aiming for Prevention coordi-
nator Maria Valenti attended the
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recent VPA annual meeting held at
the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) headquarters
in Washington, DC.  

An important focus was how to build
on the recently launched WHO/VPA
document Preventing Violence and
Reducing Its Impact: How
Development Agencies Can Help,
which highlights the many ways vio-
lence hampers development, calls
for increased attention by develop-
ment agencies to violence preven-
tion, and greater investment in evi-
dence-based violence prevention
strategies. Violence as a social deter-
minant of health was discussed,
along with the adverse affect vio-
lence has on achievement of the
MDGs. A central discussion involved
how to design a strategy for making
violence prevention a political priority
in the global health agenda.

The Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) are eight goals to be
achieved by 2015 that respond to
the world's main development chal-
lenges. The MDGs are drawn from
the actions and targets contained in
the Millennium Declaration that was
adopted by 189 nations during the
UN Millennium Summit in
September 2000. Violence, espe-
cially collective, community, and
armed violence, impedes progress in
achieving all of the MDGs, not just
the obvious ones. For example, Goal
7, which is to ensure environmental
sustainability, is hampered by the
toxic legacy of war and the ravaging
of resources during conflict. At the
same time, conflicts can be sparked
by competition for resources includ-

VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND THE UN MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

ing land, water, and precious miner-
als, creating a vicious feedback loop
of environmental degradation and
more conflict.

PHOTO: DRS. CHRIS MIKTON (LEFT) AND ALEX BUTCHART

LEAD VIOLENCE PREVENTION ALLIANCE MEETING AT PAHO

HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON, DC. 

VPA PARTICIPANTS SHARE AN EVIDENCE-BASED

PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH THAT TARGETS THE RISK

FACTORS LEADING TO VIOLENCE AND PROMOTES

MULTI-SECTORAL COOPERATION.
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VS: Was there some-
thing specific that hap-
pened that prompted
you to become involved
in joining IPPNW and
working for peace?

AP: I was incredibly for-
tunate to complete my
undergraduate degree
at McMaster University,
where I met [IPPNW’s]
Joanna Santa Barbara,
Vic Neufeld, Neil Arya
and others who were
engaged in “peace
through health.” 

VS: Can you tell us what special
expertise health professionals bring
to preventing violence? 

AP: They see violence right before
their eyes. They also see the harm
that is caused to people by how
we’ve set up society, what we call
“structural violence.” The special
expertise of health professionals is in
their ability to bear witness through
speaking out, to analyze and meas-
ure, to look “upstream” to root caus-
es, and to communicate to the gener-
al public.

VS: What historical role have health
professionals played in speaking out
against war and militarism?

AP: The founding of the International
Committee of the Red Cross in 1863
was a major milestone. The atrocities
committed by Nazi physicians pro-
moted the need for a Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. During
the Cold War, IPPNW and other
organizations spoke out about the
risk of nuclear war, emphasizing the

Dr. Andrew Pinto is a family physician and a member of Physicians 
for Global Survival (PGS) in Canada.  He is currently pursuing a specialty 
in public health at the University of Toronto. 

VITAL SIGNS INTERVIEW:
ANDREW PINTO, MD

Guest Editorial: An armed violence prevention and
reduction agenda 
Author:R Muggah 

Implementing a hospital based injury surveillance
system in Africa: lessons learned 
Authors:DE Zavala;S Bokongo; IA John; IM Senoga;
RE Mtonga; AZ Mohammed; W Odhiambo Anjango;
P Olupot-Olupot 

Implementing a hospital based injury surveillance
system: a case study in Nigeria 
Authors:IA John;  AZ Mohammed;  S Lawoko;  CA
Nkanta; A Frank-Briggs;  HC Nwadiaro;  M Tuko;  DE
Zavala;  ES Kolo;  MA Ramalan;  DE Bassey; E Didi

Implementing a hospital based injury surveillance
system in Zambia: a preliminary report 
Authors: RE Mtonga; DE Zavala 

Engaging health professionals in advocacy against
gun violence 
Author: AD Pinto 

Relevance and application of TEACH-VIP: perspec-
tive from a developing nation - India 
Author: S Malhotra 

ONLINE: PUBLICATIONS

Abstracts are online, and

full papers can be obtained

by contacting the lead author.

IPPNW.ORG/PROGRAMS/AFP/PUBS.HTML

IPPNW AFFILIATE MEMBERS’
PAPERS IN SPECIAL SECTION
OF UK PUBLICATION

Publishing about our Aiming
for Prevention work is an
excellent avenue to educate
and activate on our issues.
IPPNW recently helped facil-
itate a special section in Vol

24, No. 4, Medicine, Conflict and
Survival (MC&S), on the prevention
of injuries caused by violence. The
papers prompted inquiries from a
physician in Ghana who sought
information about our African multi-
center injury research project, and
from the WHO European Centre for
Environment and Health regarding
engaging health professionals in
advocacy against gun violence.
MC&S is an international journal for
anyone interested in health aspects
of violence and human rights, and an
official journal of IPPNW and
MEDACT, IPPNW’s UK affiliate. 

The special section on violence pre-
vention in Medicine, Conflict and
Survival included the following
papers, by some IPPNW affiliate
members:

lack of a medical
response. Recently,
health professionals
have spoken out about
the terrible impact of
war on civilians in Iraq,
Afghanistan and the
Occupied Palestinian
Territories. 

VS: You say that cal-
culating the cost of
gun violence can be
powerful information in
advocacy. 

AP: If we could calcu-
late the cost to individu-

als, families and society of acts of
gun violence, I think this would be
powerful information. It would
encourage civil society to say “no
more”, and also motivate politicians
to look at gun control as cost effec-
tive, as well as the morally right
course of action. 

VS: What are the major challenges to
health professionals in undertaking
advocacy on limiting gun violence?

AP: Many countries that are experi-
encing armed violence are low-
income and do not have the
resources to collect [research] infor-
mation. In addition, with advocacy
work, one does not want to under-
mine local voices. One has to be very
careful when speaking on behalf of
those who have experienced gun vio-
lence. Finally, one must address
complex political and economic
forces that drive the arms trade. 

PHOTO: DR. PINTO SPOKE ON A PANEL

AT A CONFERENCE IN DURBAN, SOUTH

AFRICA CALLED “DRIVING CHANGE:
DEVELOPING FIREARMS POLICIES FOR

SAFER SOCIETIES.”
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ONLINE: DR. ANDREW PINTO
Read the full interview 
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MEDICAL APPEAL
FOR A WORLD 
WITHOUT
NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS
THE TIME HAS COME TO NEGOTIATE 
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Martin Hugh-Jones, DVM [USA]
James R. Hughes, MD, MPH [USA]
John D. Hughes, MD [USA]
Dr. Jorma Huuhtanen [Finland]
Dr. Liisa Hyssala [Finland]
J. Dirk Iglehart, MD [USA]
Donald E. Ingber, MD, PhD [USA]
Dr. Kenneth A. Ityo [Nigeria]
Richard Joseph Jackson, MD, MPH
[USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Wulf Jaedicke [Germany]
Torunn Janbu, MD, PhD [Norway]
Antonio Jarquin, MD [Nicaragua]
Ime John, MD, MPH [Nigeria]
Stephen R. Jones, MD [USA]
Kati Juva, MD [Finland]
Dr. Khoo Kah Lin [Malaysia]
Prof. Dr. med. Ernst Kaas [Germany]
Prof. Ernesto Kahan, MD, MPH [Israel]
Prof. Dr. med. Winfried Kahlke [Germany]
Kenji Kamiya, MD, PhD [Japan]
Katsuko Kataoka, MD, PhD [Japan]

Prof. Heath Kelly [Australia]
Dr. Ilmo Keskimäki [Finland]
University-Prof. (em.) Dr. med., Dr. h.c.
Dietrich Kettler [Germany]
Dr. Kamrul Hasan Khan [Bangladesh]
Sundeep Khosla, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Friedrich Kluge [Germany]
Nobuoki Kohno, MD, PhD [Japan]
Ljubov I. Kolesnikova [Russia]
Sergey Kolesnikov, MD [Russia]
Nikolai N. Komarov [Russia]
Igor A. Korneev [Russia]
Valeriy V. Kozhevnikov [Russia]
Prof. Dr. Sabine Kröner [Germany]
Prof. Dr. A.C. (Arie) Nieuwenhuijzen
Kruseman [Netherlands]
Prof. Dr. med. Juergen Kühl [Germany]
Geoffrey Kurland, MD [USA]
Saltanat Kurmanalieva [Kyrgyzstan]
Balkrishna Kurvey [India]
Dr. Nalini Kurvey [India]
Prof. Dr. med. Gerhard Längle [Germany]

Herbert L. Abrams, MD [USA]
Prof. Graeme Barnes [Australia]
Abraham Behar, MD [France]
Kennette Benedict, PhD [USA]
Prof. Julie Bines [Australia]
Galina I. Bisharova [Russia]
Prof. Dr. Alfred Böcking [Germany]
Dr. med. Renate Böhm [Germany]
Boris B. Bondarenko [Russia]
Prof. Dr. Jens - R. Allenberg [Germany]
Robert Arnold, MD [USA]
John Z. Ayanian, MD, MPP [USA]
Peter Alan Banks, MD [USA]
Robert B. Baron, MD [USA]
Jeffrey C. Bass, MD [USA]
Susan E. Bennett, MD [USA]
Edward J. Benz, Jr., MD [USA]
Frederick B. Berrien [USA]
Richard D. Bland, MD [USA]
Soo Borson, MD [USA]
Akke Botzen, MD [Netherlands]
Melhim Bou Alwan, MD, AOA [Lebanon]
Frank Boulton, MD [UK]
Derman Boztok, MD[Turkey]
Nurlan Brimkulov [Kyrgyzstan]
John Brofman, MD [USA]
Dr. David Browning, AOM [Australia]
Frank Bruns, MD [USA]
Helen Caldicott, MD [Australia]
Richard A. Cash, MD, MPH [USA]
Christine Cassel, MD [USA]
L. S. Chawla, MD [India]
Evgeni Chazov, MD [Russia]
Eric Chivian, MD [USA]
David C. Christiani, MD, MPH, MS [USA]
Jeffrey W. Clark, MD [USA]
Prof. Nicholas Crofts [Australia]
Dr. June Crown, CBE [UK]
David Dale, MD [USA]
Gilbert E. D’Alonzo, Jr., DO [USA]
Patricia D'Amore, PhD [USA]
Ronald E. Dahl, MD [USA]
Prof. Mike Daube [Australia]
James E. Davis MD, MS [USA]
Jef de Loof, MD [Belgium]
Michele Di Paolantonio, MD [Italy]
Prof. Peter Doherty [Australia]
Hiroo Dohy, MD, PhD [Japan]
Alikhan Kh. Dosakhanov [Kazakhstan]
Robert M. Douglas, MD [Australia]
Prof. Hans Drewanz [Germany]
Shahnaz Duara, MD [USA]
Dr. Pierre J. Durand [Canada]
Leon Eisenberg, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. Gine Elsner [Germany]

Prof. Dr. med. Andreas Engelhardt
[Germany]
Paul R. Epstein, MD, MPH [USA]
Paul Farmer, MD, PhD [USA]
Heidi M. Feldman MD, PhD [USA]
John E. Fenn, MD [USA]
Michael J. Fine, MD, Msc [USA]
Dr. Henri Firket [Belgium]
Prof. Dr. med. Ingrid Fohlmeister
[Germany]
Thomas P. Foley, Jr. MD [USA]
Olav Helge Førde [Norway]
Lachlan Forrow, MD [USA]
Erica Frank, MD, MPH [USA]
Prof. Ian Frazer [Australia]
Joshua Freeman, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. em. Elisabeth Freund-
Moelbert [Germany]
Jans Fromow-Guerra, MD [Mexico]
Bryan Furnass, AM, DM (Oxford),
FRCP (London), FRACP [Australia]
Cholpon Galieva [Kyrgyzstan]
Mary Ganguli MD, MPH [USA]
Rohan Ganguli, MD [USA]
Natalya A. Garkavenko [Ukraine]
Vladimir A. Garkavenko [Russia]
H. Jack Geiger, MD [USA]
Myron Genel, MD [USA]
Mustafa Ghanim [Palestine]
Valerie Gilchrist, MD [USA]
Robert N. Golden, MD [USA]
Ernesto Gonzalez, MD [USA]
John D. Goodson, MD [USA]
Dina Gould Halme, PhD [USA]
Jennifer R. Grandis, MD [USA]
Jeffrey Grossman, MD [USA]
Gary L. Gottlieb, MD, MBA [USA]
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Gottstein [Germany]
Prof. Henk Groenwegen [Netherlands]
Igor O. Guskov [Russia]
Prof. Sir Andy Haines [UK]
Jimmy H. Hara, MD [USA]
Kjell Haug, MD, PhD [Norway]
Sam Hawgood, MD [USA]
University Prof. Dr. Ulrich Hegel
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. H. Heidrich [Germany]
Ira Helfand, MD [USA]
D. A. Henderson, MD,MPH  [USA]
Howard Hiatt, MD [USA]
Robert A. Hiatt, MD [USA]
Bjorn Hilt, MD [Norway]
Prof. Dr. Rainer Hoehne [Germany]
Tordis Sørensen Høifødt, MD, PhD
[Norway]

For more than 60 years the threat of nuclear annihilation has
hung over humanity. We write to you now with great hope that
you will seize the opportunity created by your recent elections
to address definitively this gravest threat to human survival.

The United States and Russia continue to possess enormous
arsenals of nuclear weapons originally built to fight the Cold
War. If these instruments of mass extermination ever had a
purpose, that purpose ended 20 years ago. Yet the US and
Russia still have more than 20,000 nuclear warheads. Most
dangerously, more than 2,300 of them are maintained on high
alert status. They are mounted on missiles and can be
launched in a matter of minutes, destroying cities in each
other’s countries a half hour later. A study published in 2002
showed that if only 300 of the weapons in the Russian arse-
nal attacked targets in American cities, 90 million people
would die in the first half hour. A comparable US attack on
Russia would produce similar devastation.
Furthermore, these attacks would destroy the
entire economic, communications, and transporta-
tion infrastructure on which the rest of the popula-
tion depend for survival. In the ensuing months the
vast majority of people who survived the initial
attacks in both of your countries would die of dis-
ease, exposure, and starvation.

But the destruction of Russia and the United
States is only part of the story. An attack of this
magnitude would lift millions of tons of soot and dust into the
upper levels of the atmosphere blocking out sunlight and
dropping temperatures across the globe. In fact, if the whole
of your strategic arsenals were involved, average surface
temperature would fall to levels not seen on Earth since the
depth of the last ice age 18,000 years ago. Agriculture would
stop, ecosystems would collapse, and many, many species,
perhaps even our own, would become extinct.

Dear Presidents Obama and Medvedev:

you h
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Prof. Dr. B. Langkopf [Germany]
Jeremy Lazarus, MD [USA]
Jennifer Leaning, MD [USA]
Susanne J. Learmonth, MD [USA]
Hans Levander, MD [Sweden]
Barry S. Levy, MD, MPH [USA]
Prof. Victor Lim [Malaysia]
Harold Lischner, MD [USA]
Helen Loeser, MD, Msc [USA]
Joseph Loscalzo, MD, PhD [USA]
Daniel H. Lowenstein, MD [USA]
Bernard Lown, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Eckhart Böhm
Lüdenscheid [Germany]
George Lundberg, MD [USA]
Ian Maddocks, AM, MD, FRACP, FAF-
PHM, FAChPM, DTM&H [Australia]
Larry Madoff, MD [USA]
Zita Makoi, MD, PhD [Hungary]
Jerry Malott, MD [USA]
Prof. Johannes Mann [Germany]
Richard G. Marlink, MD [USA]

Prof. Dr. med. Hans Mausbach
[Germany]
Michael McCally, MD, PhD [USA]
Ronald McCoy, MD,FRCOG [Malaysia]
Peter M. McGough, MD [USA]
Prof. Anthony McMichael [Australia]
Frederick Mendelsohn, AO, MD, PhD,
FRACP, FAA [Australia]
David B Menkes, FRANZCP [New
Zealand]
Dr. Philip Michael, MB BCh DCH
DRCOG MICGP [Ireland]
Richard H. Michaels, MD [USA]
Thomas Michel, MD, PhD [USA]
Barbara Michiels [Belgium]
Ole Danbolt Mjøs [Norway]
Dr. Mahathir Mohammad [Malaysia]
Dr. Sinikka Monkare [Finland]
Prof. Rob Moodie [Australia]
Robert Mtonga, MD [Zambia]
Jock Murray, MD [Canada]
Dr. Kati Myllymäki [Finland]

David G. Nathan, MD [USA]
Herbert Needleman, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Neuhäuser [Germany]
Andreas Nidecker, MD [Switzerland]
Nancy Nielsen, MD, PhD [USA]
Vishwajit L Nimgaonkar, MD, PhD [USA]
Prof. Terry Nolan [Australia]
Sir Gustav Nossal [Australia]
Rudi H. Nussbaum, PhD [USA]
Prof. Dr. Falk Ochsendorf  [Germany]
Dr. Walter A. Odhiambo [Kenya]
Laurentius C. M. Olearnik [Netherlands]
Nancy E. Oriol, MD [USA]
David Ozonoff, MD, MPH [USA]
Judith Palfrey, MD [USA]
Maxine Papadakis, MD [USA]
Jack Paradise, MD [USA]
John O. Pastore, MD [USA]
Jeffrey J. Patterson, DO [USA]
Carlos Pazos Beceiro, MD [Cuba]
Prof. Dr. med. Peter Peterson [Germany]
James Plumb, MD, MPH [USA]
Willem Klein Poelh, MD [Netherlands]
Lars Pohlmeier, MD [Germany]
Marianne N. Prout, MD [USA]
Bruce S. Rabin, MD, PhD [USA]
Marlene Rabinovitch MD [USA]
Mitchell T. Rabkin, MD [USA]
Margaret V. Ragni MD, MPH [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Rainer Porschen
[Germany]
G. Dennis Rains, PhD [USA]
Prof. Pekka Puska, MD, PhD, MPolSc
[Finland]
Dr. Kari Pylkkanen [Finland]
Vasiliy I. Rak [Russia]
Aleksander Redjukov [Russia]
Irwin Redlener, MD [USA]
Peter Reich, MD [USA]
William Reichel, MD [USA]
Klaus Renoldner, MD [Austria]
Povl Revsbech, MD [Denmark]
Charles F. Reynolds III, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. Horst-Eberhard Richter
[Germany]
Paul M Ridker, MD [USA]
Dr. Paula Risikko [Finland]
Richard G. Roberts, MD [USA]
Anthony Robbins, MD [USA]
Michel Rocard [France]
Felix J. Rogers, DO [USA]
Dr Roberto Romizi [Italy]
Dr. Med. Alex Rosen [Germany]
Michael Rosenblatt, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Carla Rosendahl
[Germany]
Loren H. Roth, MD, MPH [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. habil. Klaus Rösner
[Germany]
Ronald T. Rozett, MD, MPH [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. K. H. Rudorff [Germany]
Assoc Prof. Tilman A. Ruff, MB, BS
(Hons), FRACP [Australia]
Prof. Peter Sainsbury [Australia]
George Salmond, MD [NZ]
Prof. Dr. med. Klaus Schenck [Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. Christian Scherwitz
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. habil. Dieter W. Scheuch
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. Georg Schieferstein
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. Achim A. Schmaltz
[Germany]
Svanhild M. A. Schønberg [Norway]
Robert  E.  Schoen  MD, MPH [USA]
Dr. Elena V. Serdechnaya [Russia]

Even a limited war involving only 100 Hiroshima-sized bombs
would cause enough climate disruption to provoke a global
famine that we have reason to fear could kill up to one billion
people. Such a war might involve other nuclear weapons
states, such as India or Pakistan. This finding underlines the
urgency of getting all nuclear weapons states to renounce
their nuclear arsenals. It also underlines the urgency of "get-
ting to zero" — eliminating all of your nuclear weapons, since
even 50 weapons in each of the US and Russian arsenals
would pose a threat to the entire globe.

We therefore call on you, as the leaders of the countries
which possess more than 95 percent of the world’s nuclear
weapons, to meet your obligations under Article VI of the
Non- Proliferation Treaty by committing the US and Russia
to a Nuclear Weapons Convention that will abolish all
nuclear weapons, and by immediately initiating negotiations

with the other nuclear weapons states to con-
clude such a treaty.

Make no mistake — you have the power to end the
nuclear weapons era once and for all. With this
power comes an awesome responsibility. You face
many urgent crises at this difficult moment, but
they all pale in comparison to the need to prevent
nuclear war. There have been a few other times
during the nuclear era when it might have been
possible to abolish nuclear weapons, but we failed

to act. The current moment may be our last chance. A thou-
sand years from now no one will remember most of what you
will do over the next few years; but no one will ever forget the
leaders who abolished the threat of nuclear war.

Few in history are given the chance to do great good. You
have been given the opportunity to save the world. Please do
not fail us.

Dr. Konstantin V. Serdechny [Russia]
Victor W. Sidel, MD [USA]
Pavel I. Sidorov [Russia]
Prof. med. Hans-Georg Siedentopf
[Germany]
Leonardo Santos Simao, MD
[Mozambique]
David P. Sklar, MD [USA]
Susan E. Skochelak, MD, MPH [USA]
Stig A. Slørdahl [Norway]
Maria Arvaniti Sotiropoulou, MD [Greece]
Herman Spanjaard, MD, OHP
[Netherlands]
Prof. Dr. med. Friedrich Specht
[Germany]
Prof. I.R. Dr. Wolf Spemann [Germany]
Prof. W.A.B. Stalman, MD, PhD
[Netherlands]
Prof. Fiona Stanley, AC [Australia]
Prof. Dr. med. Hans-Michael Steffen
[Germany]
Anthony Paul Stewart [Australia]
Prof. Dr. med. Helm Stierlin [Germany]
Ronald D. Stewart, OC, ONS, BA, BSc,
MD, Dsc [Canada]
Prof. Dr. em. Jochen Stutte [Germany]
Murial Sugarman, MD [USA]
Vladimir M. Sukach [Russia]
Vikas P. Sukhatme, MD [USA]
Prof. Yury Sumarokov [Russia]
Frida Sundberg, MD [Sweden]
Vappu Taipale, MD [Finland]
Newlon Tauxe, MD [USA]
George E. Thibault, MD [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Stefan Thierfelder
[Germany]
Masao Tomonaga, MD, PhD [Japan]
Daniel Charles Tosteson, MD [USA]
Tor Tosteson, ScD, MS [USA]
Prof. Dr. h.c. em. Michael Trede
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. Alexander Trost
[Germany]

Sergei S. Tseluyko [Russia]
Shizuteru Usui, MD [Japan]
Prof. Paul Van Royen [Belgium]
Prof. Patrik Vankrunkelsven, MD
[Belgium]
Carlos Vassaux, MD [Guatemala]
Terje Vigen, MD [Norway]
Ellen R. Wald, MD [USA]
Dr. Sue Wareham, OAM [Australia]
Eugene Washington, MD [USA]
Elizabeth Waterston, MD [UK]
Howard J. Weinstein, MD [USA]
Charles Weems, MD [USA]
Alan Wells, MD, DMSc [USA]
Prof. Dr. med. Martin Westerhausen
[Germany]
Prof. Dr. med. dent. Willi Eckhard Wetzel
[Germany]
Andy Whittemore, MD [USA]
Malcolm Whyte, AO [Australia]
Prof. Helge Wiig [Norway]
Peter Wilk, MD [USA]
Walter Willett, MD, DrPH [USA]
Prof. Finn Wisløff [Norway]
David Wofsy, MD [USA]
Kai W. Wucherpfennig, MD, PhD [USA]
James Yamasaki, MD [USA]
Mineo Yasuda, MD, PhD [Japan]
Kenjiro Yokoro, MD PhD [Japan]
Sergei G. Zhukov [Russia]
Prof. Anthony Zwi [Australia]

u have 
power 

o end 
nuclear
pons era
once

for all. 

IPPNW.ORG



VS

that it is one of the pro-
posals in his five-point
plan, which means it is
not just some NGO ini-
tiative or attached to
Malaysia and Costa
Rica, but is proposed by
the UN Secretary
General. 

VS: More than 50
German physicians
signed IPPNW’s med-

ical appeal to Presidents Obama and
Medvedev. How do you account for
the resurgence of interest in a world
without nuclear weapons?

XH: Eighty-two European
Parliamentarians have signed a state-
ment supporting the Nuclear
Weapons Convention. But the gener-
al public is still way behind on this sub-
ject. However, politically active people
are beginning to see the connections
and there is a great deal more net-
working between different movements
beginning to emerge.
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With the assistance of IPPNW-
Nigeria, Dr. Buhmann recently con-
ducted a well-received 3-day training
of trainers in Kano, Nigeria.

IPPNW Co-president Dr. Ime John
presented on small arms and

about how they could pass on
their knowledge and skills,
including in future workshops
for medical students and in
conflict-prone communities.
The training has already been
shared by an attendee who
brought it to a medical stu-

dent IFMSA meeting in South Africa,
illustrating the power and effective-
ness of such training.

nuclear weapons. Dr. Chris
Kwaja presented on humani-
tarian assistance, refugees
and protection of human rights
in complex emergencies. Dr.
Buhmann conducted four, 2-
hour modules on
“Globalization & Health”,
“Peace through Health”, “Health &
Human Rights” and “Advocacy and
Dialogue.” The workshop trained 30
Nigerian medical students and doc-
tors in training, piloted the modules,
and developed written manuals on
the topics. Workshop participants
gave it high marks and left inspired

VS: European NGOs are demand-
ing that NATO take a hard look at
its nuclear weapons policies as it
marks its 60th anniversary. What is
IPPNW-Germany contributing to
this campaign?

XH: IPPNW-Germany is one of the
main organizations behind the three-
year campaign “our future—nuclear
weapon free”—supported by 50
organizations Germany-wide—which
aims to get the US nuclear weapons
withdrawn from Germany by 2010.
When we started this campaign, most
people here did not even know that
there were still nuclear weapons in
Germany. We changed this by having
a large demonstration and actions at
the Büchel nuclear base last summer.
At the 60th anniversary this week
[April 3 and 4] in Strasbourg, we will
run a workshop on the nuclear

weapons issue and talk
about how changes in
the US and UK nuclear
policies might affect
NATO nuclear policy,
which is up for review
again after the
Strasbourg meeting. 

VS: You just organized a successful
panel on the Nuclear Weapons
Convention at the Middle Powers
Initiative’s Article VI Forum in Berlin.
Are diplomats and government offi-
cials more receptive to the Convention
than they were a year or so ago?

XH: Well, they are letting us talk about
it, which they weren’t doing before.
The big breakthrough was [8th
Secretary General of UN] Ban Ki-
Moon’s expression of support in
October of last year. Now we can say

DR. CAECILIE BUHMANN OF IPPNW DENMARK HAS DEVELOPED A SERIES OF INTERACTIVE 
TRAINING MODULES ON PEACE THROUGH HEALTH, DESIGNED TO EDUCATE AND EMPOWER 
HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AS ADVOCATES FOR PEACE

TRAINING FUTURE PEACE ACTIVISTS

“

”Hafsatu Garba Bawa

Peace Through Health Training participant

This training not only trained me, 
but inspired me to do the same. 
I have never felt more confident
about myself.  I started with very
little and got a lot back.  I hope
and pray to spread the message.

VITAL SIGNS INTERVIEW: XANTHE HALL

VS

ONLINE: XANTHE HALL
Read the full interview 

IPPNWEUPDATE.WORDPRESS.COM

Xanthe Hall is a disarmament expert and long-time anti-nuclear
campaigner for IPPNW-Germany. Her views are sought and
respected on topics ranging from missile defenses to a nuclear-
weapons-free Europe. VS asked Xanthe about the current polit-
ical landscape in Germany and about the prospects for a
nuclear-weapons-free world.

PHOTO: DR. BUHMANN HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN IPPNW SINCE

SHE WAS A MEDICAL STUDENT. SHE HAS BEEN A MEMBER

OF THE STUDENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES SINCE 2000 AND

CO-FOUNDED THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS INHERITANCE PROJ-
ECT IN 2001. DR. BUHMANN IS NOW THE IPPNW REGIONAL

VICE PRESIDENT FOR EUROPE.    
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INTERNATIONAL PHYSICIANS FOR THE
PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR (IPPNW) 

IPPNW is a non - partisan federation of national
medical organizations in 62 countries dedicated to
safeguarding health by working to ban nuclear
weapons and to address the impact of militarism
and war on human health.

IPPNW is a non - profit organization registered
under Section 501(c)(3) of the United States
Internal Revenue Code. Tax ID#: 04-2702110

All gifts to IPPNW are tax deductible to the fullest
extent allowed by law.  
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“
”Agyeno Ehase Sunday

International student representative 2008-2010

In a world increasingly plagued by conflicts, which undermine health and

health service delivery, it only makes sense for doctors to take an active part

in brokering peace.  The Peace through Health initiative shows them how.

IPPNW BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
2008 - 2010

PHOTO: PRESCRIPTION FOR A HEALTHY

AND SECURE PLANET

STUDENT PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY’S 2009

NATIONAL CONFERENCE WAS HELD AT MOUNT SINAI MED-
ICAL SCHOOL IN NEW YORK IN APRIL.  LEFT TO RIGHT

PSR’S LACIE OLSEN, AND PSR NATIONAL STUDENT REPRE-
SENTATIVES TOVA FULLER AND LAUREN ZAJAC ORGANIZED

THE THREE DAY CONFERENCE WHICH INCLUDED KEYNOTE

ADDRESSES BY PEGGY SHEPHARD OF WEACT FOR ENVI-
RONMENTAL JUSTICE, JOSEPH CIRINCIONE, PRESIDENT OF

PLOUGHSHARES FUND, AND PAUL EPSTEIN, ASSOCIATE

DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR HEALTH AND GLOBAL ENVI-
RONMENT AT HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL.  
ONLINE: 2009 SPSR CONFERENCE

PSR.ORG
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PHOTO: NATIONAL SEMINAR ON PEACE AND SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZED BY IPPNW’S INDIAN AFFILIATE

INDIAN DOCTORS FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT (IDPD)
CALLED FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS TO COME FORWARD

AND CAMPAIGN AGAINST A CULTURE OF VIOLENCE

BECAUSE IT DIVERTS FINANCES AND RESOURCES, WHICH

AFFECTS TRULY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.  

THE NATIONAL SEMINAR WAS ATTENDED BY DOCTORS AND

MEDICAL STUDENTS FROM 14 DIFFERENT STATES IN INDIA. 

PHOTO: AIMING FOR PREVENTION WORKSHOP

AT INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF MEDICAL

STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATIONS (IFMSA) CONFERENCE

IN HAMMAMET, TUNISIA

IPPNW INTERNATIONAL STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES

WENJING TAO, SWEDEN AND AGYENO EHASE SUNDAY,
NIGERIA WERE INVITED TO SPEAK ON CORE IPPNW ISSUES

OF PEACE, NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND SMALL ARMS

VIOLENCE PREVENTION TO A WIDE AUDIENCE

OF STUDENT ACTIVISTS.

USING THE ACTIVIST TOOLKIT MATERIALS AS A STARTING

POINT, WENJING AND ALEXANDER UNGE, SWEDEN, GAVE

PRESENTATIONS ON THE MEDICAL EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR

WAR AND AGYENO GAVE A PRESENTATION, “SMALL ARMS, 
A GLOBAL HEALTH PROBLEM, A PUBLIC HEALTH -
APPROACH.”  AGYENO CONDUCTED A CONDENSED TWO

HOUR TRAINING ON PEACE THROUGH HEALTH BASED ON

WHAT HE LEARNED AT THE TRAINING IN KANO, NIGERIA.

SPREADING THE MESSAGE
OF PREVENTION 



Over the last year, IPPNW has been increasing the
ways in which it communicates with people from all
walks of life, using new social networking tools.
IPPNW is now also on:

IPPNW.ORG/EVENTS/UPCOMING.HTML

UPCOMING EVENTS

IPPNW AND ONLINE SOCIAL NETWORKING 

ONLINE RESOURCES
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2009 GIVE PEACE
A CHANCE
CHARITY RAFFLE

MAY 4 - 15, 2009
NPT 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
The Preparatory Committee for the 2010 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
will hold its third session at United Nations
Headquarters in New York. 
REACHINGCRITICALWILL.ORG

NOVEMBER 6 - 8, 2009
NGO CONFERENCE
STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
The conference “Reaching nuclear disarmament
- the role of civil society in strengthening the
NPT” will be focusing on coordinating strategies
to lead to a successful NPT Review Conference
in 2010.
SLMK.ORG

AUGUST 25 - 30, 2010
IPPNW WORLD CONGRESS 2010
BASEL, SWITZERLAND
IPPNW2010.ORG

ONLINE: PEACERAFFLE.ORG

JUNE 17, 2009
$10,000 RAFFLE DRAWING

IPPNWEUPDATE.WORDPRESS.COM

TWITTER.COM/IPPNW

FACEBOOK.COM

PEACERAFFLE.ORG

PHOTO: WINNER OF

THE 2008 GIVE

PEACE A CHANCE

CHARITY RAFFLE

WAS DR. CHRISTINA

E N G L I S C H - F R I T Z

FROM GERMANY.


